DARFUR ACTION
I. Overview:

A. Short History of Sudan

B. Genocide in Darfur

C. What Can Be Done to Save Darfur

II. History of Sudan:

A. Facts About Sudan

1. Largest country in Africa

2. Population – 41 million

3. Capital – Khartoum

4. Leader – Omar al-Bashir

B. Politics of Sudan

1. Lead by dictator – Bashir – who is not only the President of the country, but also the head of the power base in N. Sudan
2. Northern Sudan populated by Muslim Arabs; southern Sudan by Blacks who are Christians, and Darfurians are Black Muslims

3. Bashir’s actions in the past decades have signaled that he wants Sudan to be an Islamic republic

4. His beliefs are such that he permitted, and probably supported, bin Laden’s actions in Africa.  He provided him with sanctuary until bin Laden moved his operations to Afghanistan

C. Civil War:

1. Rebel groups from the south battled the Khartoum-based government.  Primary issues were:

a. Lack of representation.  The south had limited input into government policies.  Some groups sought greater representation; some sought to make southern Sudan an independent county

b. Uneven distribution of resources.  Profits from oil went disproportionately to the north

2. A 21 year-long civil war resulted in the deaths of two million people

3. Peace agreement signed January 2005

a. As part of the agreement, power and oil revenues were to be shared
b. Omar Bashir was to be President and John Garang, leader of the southern rebels was to be Vice President

c. Mr. Garang never had the opportunity to take advantage of the power sharing.  He was killed in a suspicious crash of a government helicopter

III. Genocide in Darfur

A. Conflict in Darfur

1. Lack of agreement as to when conflict started.  Agreement that it escalated in February 2003 when rebel groups from Darfur attacked government positions

2. Reasons for attacks by Darfur rebels not clear.  But rationale appears to be two-fold:

a. Darfur was being left out of the peace agreement between the north and the south that was to lead to power sharing and distribution of oil revenues

b. There was a belief that the south was going to benefit from its military action against the north.

3. Bashir’s troops responded with a vengeance that the Darfur rebels did not expect

B. Escalation from Civil War to Genocide

1. The government, under the guise of routing out rebels, undertook an indiscriminate scorched earth policy

a. Air Force bombers leveled entire villages

b. Little, if any, discrimination between civilians and armed rebels

2. Government’s “dirty work” done by militia they support

a. The Janjaweed are the instruments of the scorched earth policy

(1.)  Ride into villages

(2.)  Set huts on fire
(3.)  Shot fleeing civilians

(4.)  Kill all the men in the village

(5.)  Gang rape the women

(6.)  Beat and sometimes take the children

b. Janjaweed destroy survivors chances of remaining on their land

(1.) Kill all the livestock

(2.)  Burn all the crops

(3.)  Poison the sources of water

c. Prey on refugee camps inside Sudan

(1.) Attacks on the camps

(2.)  More frequent victimization of those who leave the camp for firewood, water, etc. – rape of women, killing of men

3. The message from the government and the Janjaweed is clear:  “Leave or we will kill you”.

4. The reasons for the genocide are unclear.  There are some facts and much speculation

a. It is not related to religion: like south Sudanese, Darfurians are Black; but unlike them Darfurians are Muslim

b. The Janjaweed are comprised mainly of herders from the northern part of Darfur; the victims are agrarian people
c. Land for both grazing and farming is declining as the Sahara Desert grows in size—global warming at work

d. Speculation that there is oil in Darfur and the government wants the farmers off the land

e. Speculation that Bashir wants Sudan to be not only an Islamic republic, but an Arab one as well

C. Toll of the Actions of the Government and the Janjaweed:

1. 1600 villages destroyed

2. 250,000 – 450,000 killed

3. 2.5 million refugees and Internally Displaced People (IDPs)

a. Many of the IDPs could become causalities because Bashir and the Janjaweed often block humanitarian relief from reaching the camps inside Sudan.  Without aid as many as 100,000 could die per month

b. Conflict has broadened with attacks being carried out against refugee camps in Chad and the Central African Republic

--------Go to Darfur on Google Earth to Get a View of the Devastation--------
D. Failure of Diplomacy

1. Bashir is known internationally for his failure to live up to his agreements

2. UN has authorized a peace keeping force to protect the civilians of Darfur.  Bashir has consistently refused to allow the mission to go forward

IV. What Can We Do to Save Darfur?

A. Darfur Action is one response

1. Small group of committed people of faith

2. Representatives from four churches:  Congregational United Church of Christ, Emanuel Lutheran Church, First Baptist Church, and Sedgefield Presbyterian Church

B. What is Darfur Action?

1. Group committed to respond to the genocide

2. Follows a three-step plan

a. Learn more about the crisis in Darfur

b. Take weekly action – www.savedarfur.org
c. Provide humanitarian relief

(1.) Even if the conflict end this week, tens of thousands would die without this aid

(2.) Darfur Action has adopted Dear Sudan: 2007 – Save a Life for a Year.

(a.) Under Church World Service

(b.) $58.40 a year feeds a refugee

C. Why Darfur?

1. World community acknowledges that it is the worse humanitarian crisis in the world at this time.
2. It is the first, and hopefully the last, genocide of the 21st Century
