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Worship Schedule 
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.  
 
Our Mission 
As people of Congregational  
United Church of Christ, we seek to 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
accepting God's call to be a true 
community of love, compassion, and 
nurture.  
 
Visitors 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a warm, welcoming 
congregation that is always happy to 
receive visitors. To help you feel as 
comfortable and at-home as possible 
when you visit us, we've put together 
some information on what the 
Congregational experience is like — 
how to get to the church, what to 
wear (which is pretty much anything 
you'd like), nursery and Sunday 
school hours, and more. For details, 
check out our Visitor Page at our 
website: www.congregationalucc.com/ 

about/visitors.php. 
 
Our Next Newsletter 
Deadline:  Friday, March 23 
Publication:  Wednesday, March 28 

News and events can be sent to 
office@ congregationalucc.com. 

Can’t wait for news? Check out the 
Congregational UCC web site at 
www.congregationalucc.com.  It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively, 
and available 24 hours.   
 
Lectionary Readings 

March 18, 2007 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

March 25, 2007 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
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CUCC To Host Prayer Service 
On Sunday, March 18, at 4:00 pm, 
we will host an Interfaith Prayer 
Service for Peace on behalf of the 
community. Around the country on 
this weekend there will be various 
rallies, political forums, and protests 
marking the fourth anniversary of 
the start of the war in Iraq. The 
purpose of this Service for Peace is 
to provide a place where people of 
all faiths or no faith can come 
together in a peaceful setting to 

pray, listen to music, and express 
our shared yearning for peace. The 
service had originally been planned 
for the downtown park in conjunc-
tion with the NC Council of 
Churches for the previous weekend 
but was cancelled due to scheduling 
conflicts. The service will include 
brief remarks from local interfaith 
leaders, interspersed with music 
from several traditions. Please plan 
to join us, and help spread the word! 
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400 West Radiance Drive  
Greensboro, NC 27403 
Phone: 336-274-5378/274-0838 
Fax: 336-370-0297 
Web: www.congregationalucc.com 
 
Rev. Julie Peeples 
Senior Pastor 
julie@congregationalucc.com 

Rev. William C. Smith 
Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Paul Davis 
Minister for Christian Education 
paul@congregationalucc.com 

Mr. Woodson Faulkner 
Music Director/Organist 

Ms. Charlotte Evans 
Congregational Nurse 
opendoornc@aol.com 
Drop-In Hours:  Wed., 10-11:30 am 
Home Visits:  Thursdays 

Ms. Sarah Downey 
Director Children's Music 
Bella A Cappella 

Ms. Regina Hayes 
Nursery Director 

Ms. Judy Page 
Office Manager 
office@congregationalucc.com 
Office Hours:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday 

Mr. Sankey Moore-Painter 
Treasurer 
treasurer@congregationalucc.com 
 
Ministries 
• Bible Study 
• Children & Adult Choir 
• Handbell Choir 
• Youth Programs 
• Women's Fellowship 
• Adult Fun Club 
 
Outreach Programs 
• Greensboro Urban Ministry 
• Mobile Meals 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Potter’s House 
• Higher Ground 
• and many more . . . 
 

Congregational News is published by 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

Between now 
and Easter, we 
will try to figure 
out if denomi-
nations are be-
coming dino-
saurs or pro-
phetic agents of 

change, we will revisit the engaging 
story of two sons and an amazing 
father, share poetry old and new, 
wave palm branches, consider the 
effects of global warming and 
whether or not Jesus would switch 
to compact fluorescent light bulbs, 
break bread around tables with 
friends, and sing some of the oldest 
and newest hymns in Christendom. 
Mix in some food and between 
worship and Supper Study, there’s 
something for just about everybody. 

And one more thing:  we’ll 
pray for peace. In addition to the 
above (you can check the rest of the 
newsletter to match up dates with 
items referred to in the first para-
graph!), our Interfaith Prayer 
Service for Peace on March 18 at 
4:00 pm will be a gift we can offer 
to the entire community. Please plan 
to be a part of this special event – 
the music will be incredible, as it 
includes, at this point, Polecat Creek 
(with Laurelyn Dossett), Bella a 
Capella, and the New Beginnings 
Community Outreach Church 
Choir. Rabbi Eli Havivi, Masoud 
Awartani and I will offer brief 
reflections from our own traditions 
on peace, with story-teller and 
singer Logie Meacham taking part 
as well. As we mark the fourth 
anniversary of the start of the Iraq 
war, come and pray for all wars to 
cease. Pray for the safe return of all 
those fighting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Pray for the people of those 
countries as well, whose lives have 
been torn apart and who have lost  

sons and daughters too. Pray for our 
veterans, our leaders. Pray for peace 
in our community, our homes. 
Come and join us. 

Throughout this season of 
Lent, the Scripture we hear in 
worship reminds us that God keeps 
promises against all odds, God 
accompanies us on our journeys, 
and that nothing in our lives lies 
outside the realm of God’s grace, 
forgiveness, and vision of shalom: 
peace with justice. Our activities as 
a congregation, whether in Supper 
Study, worship, small groups, or 
outreach, are not merely attempts to 
occupy space on a calendar. They 
are part of the way we put hands 
and feet, mind and heart to that 
message. 

 —Julie Peeples 
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We have tentative arrangements to 
go to New Orleans the week of 
August 12. We can take up to 20 
people, folks who are 16 and older. 
Speak with Paul if you are 
interested. Soon, please! 
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You Know the Truth, 
And the Truth Will Keep You Busy… 
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Roberta Barrow, Lauren Brower, 
Megan Cannady, Evelyn 
Chamberlain, Bob Crews (Cathy 
Wheeler’s father), Ruby Duncan, 
Ted Fields, Blanche Harper, 
Beth Haunton (friend of Lorie 
Tyson), Paul Huffines, The 
Family of Terry Moore-Painter 
on the death of her brother 
Jimmy, Ethan Pressmann, 
Edmund Sandlin, Barbara 
Wagner (mother of Katherine 
Martin), Matthew Wagoner 
(grandson of Margaret Wagoner) 
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Tracts, Summer Camps, Supper Study Schedule 
On one of our 
family trips we 
walked through 
a public area in 
a large city, just 
before lunch, 
and noticed a 
large group of 
youth assembled 

with some adults. We couldn't hear 
what was being said, but I could see 
from the gesturing and body 
language this was a church group 
planning some sort of public 
display. An hour later, as we walked 
back through the public area during 
the bustle of the noon hour, two 
youth approached us handing out 
tracts. I smiled to myself, and 
walked on. We did what perhaps 
most of us would do, because 
religious tracts evoke a fierce 
reaction, “Move on. Don't make eye 
contact. Don't say anything and 
don't encourage ‘them’.”  

This Sunday in church, we are 
going to give out tracts, published 
by our denomination. Rather than 
tell the reader about how lost she or 
he is without Jesus, these tracts lift 
up the remarkable diversity and 
inclusiveness of the United Church 
of Christ, with gentle thought-
provoking humor. How do we tell 
people about our faith, about our 
church? Do we tell people? 

I know it is difficult to speak 
about most matters religious. 
Implicit is the sense that "we" are 
"right" in our beliefs, and therefore 
those who do not believe like us are 
somehow "wrong", and most of us 
are less the comfortable with this 
sense. Yet, as the old hymn goes, 
"we've a story to tell to the nations". 
We need not be dogmatic in tone to 
firmly believe that our church is a 
wonderfully vital place where God 
is alive and active. If these tracts 
help us convey this message, great! 
Tell your friends and your neigh-

bors and people you don't know, 
and invite them (as Jesus invited his 
disciples) to come and see. You 
could even give them a tract! 

—Paul Davis 
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Saturday, April 14th, from 10-3, at 
St. Francis Springs Retreat Center. 
Cost will be $20. Reservations 
necessary; call the office or speak 
with Paul.  
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Board of CE seeking books for the 
Spring Book Sale. Deliver them to 
Room 122, or outside Paul's office. 
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We have camp brochures for Johns 
River (middle youth thru senior 
high) and for Anytown (sophomores 
and juniors). See Paul if you are 
interested. There are limited funds 
available for camping scholarships. 
Both programs are highly regarded 
and we encourage our youth to 
participate. 
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Mar. 21: Poetry Night - Our 
Valentine’s Evening Poetry Night 
was cancelled due to a power 
outage, so we will have our poetry 
slam this evening. Bring your 
favorite poems of any category, 
original or not, serious or silly, to 
share with the crowd! Menu:  
Covered Dish 

Mar. 28: Global Warming—What 
Do We Need to Know? What Can 
We Do?  Dr. Jay Lennartson of the 
Department of Geography will join 
us for an engaging presentation of 
this vital topic. Menu:  Chicken pot 
pie, salad, rolls, dessert 

Apr. 5: No Wednesday program 
Maundy Thursday Service, as part 
of our Holy week observances. 
Menu: Covered Dish 

Apr. 11: Update on Darfur - Dr. 
Robert Griffiths, Associate Profes-
sor of Political Science at UNCG 
will speak with us about the history 
and current political situation in 
Darfur. Menu: Covered Dish (Try 
bringing a dish of African Food.) 

Apr. 18: General Synod - A report 
on what will be happening at the 
upcoming General Synod in 
Hartford, an overview of how it all 
works, how it affects local church 
life, and how local churches impact 
General Synod. Menu: TBA 

Apr. 25: Touring Theatre 
Ensemble (Tentative) - Menu:  
Chicken pot pie, salad, rolls, dessert 

Date TBA: Talent Show - Menu:  
Covered Dish 

General Information:  
·  Cost: Adults,$5; Children, $3 
·  Reservations are required and are 

due by Tuesday at noon (indicate 
interest on Attendance pad in 
worship or call/ e-mail the office. 

·  There is no charge for Covered 
Dish meals and no reservations 
are required. 

·  Childcare is always provided. 
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Carnival, Thanks, CUCC Business 
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Why is there a 10-foot rocking chair 
with a bunny on it sitting on the 
front lawn of Peace United Church 
of Christ? Is it a harbinger of 
spring? YES! 

The bunny is there to announce 
the upcoming Easter Carnival. On 
April 7th, from 12:00 to 4:00 pm, 
their lawn will still have the chair 
and a lot of other attractions too. 

Topaz & Chief, ponies from 
the Blue Ribbon Pony Farm, will be 
giving rides;  there will be a giant 
inflatable slide, games, food, and a 
good, old fashioned Easter egg hunt. 

Peace Church is located at 
2714 W. Market Street near 
downtown Greensboro. The egg 
hunt will take place at 1:00 pm, the 
other activities will be ongoing. 

Everyone, no matter who you 
are, is welcome to come and join the 
fun. That is what our church 
believes, too. Everyone is equally 
loved and accepted by God and 
welcome to worship in our church 
and participate fully in our 
activities. 

For more information, call 299-
8663 or go to www.peaceucc.com. 
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We need your artistic help! Send or 
bring us your drawings (black and 
white are best, full or half sheet) of 
anything related to the church that 
we can use in the newsletter. Rev. 
Peeples really doesn't like her 
picture and she'd rather see your 
great artwork! 

Draw a picture of the building, 
or the ministers, or the pulpit, the 
people, communion, Sunday 
School, anything you can think of 
that has to do with our church and 
what we do here! And then, watch 
for it in upcoming newsletters! 
Thanks! 
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Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your 
cards, calls and prayers. It was so 
good to take communion with you 
again. 

Special thanks to my wife, 
Sharon, who proved that there are 
indeed "angels on earth." 

 —Ted Fields 
 

Thank you for supporting the minis-
tries and mission of the Southern 
Conference, its associations, and the 
national setting of the United 
Church of Christ by your 
contribution to “Our Churches 
Wider Mission” (OCWM). 

Each gift contributed helps to 
build and sustain our covenantal 
relationship here and among the 
wide global community. 

—Southern Conference UCC 
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March 18 
 Lay Reader: Paul Macy 
 Nursery: John & Martha Nance 
 Coffee Hour: Lynn Hamilton 
  Susan Lane 

March 25 
 Lay Reader: Diane Brewer 
 Nursery: Sharon Montanus 
  Sunny Covington 
 Coffee Hour: TBA 

Ushers - March 
Betty & Mac Mackenzie, 

Sherrill Hall, Karl Schleunes 
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All of us who attend Congrega-
tional know the answer. We 
learned in Sunday School as 
youngsters and through sermons 
as adults that those in need are 
our neighbors. This year One 
Great Hour of Sharing raises this 
question again and asks us to 
provide help to those in more 
than 90 countries who are most 
in need. 

Since 1949, One Great Hour 
of Sharing has supported 
programs that: 

·  rebuild communities ravaged 
by natural disasters, 

·  create sustainable sources 
of food and water for rural 
villages, 

·  provide micro-credit for 
women to start businesses 
that provide income, 

·  teach trades and job skills to 
people maimed by 
landmines, and 

·  offer children a chance to 
survive past age 5 and 
attend school. 

Our yearly offering for this 
important mission will be taken 
during the regular Sunday 
service on March 25th. If you are 
going to be out of town you can 
get an envelope from the church 
office prior to or after that date. 
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Prom Dresses, Child Abuse 
Have you ever 
wondered if it 
would be possible 
to clean your closet 
and help local high 
school students at 
the same time? 

Well here’s your opportunity to 
help some of the Greater Greens-
boro high school students’ dreams 
of prom come true! 

Camille's Magic Closet, named 
for our own Camille Prairie, is a 
volunteer based, non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to collecting new 
and almost new formal gowns and 
accessories in order to provide them 
free of charge to Greensboro's high 
school students, who would other-
wise be unable to afford them. They 
provide "shopping" experiences for 
students where volunteers will 
provide individual assistance to aid 
young women in finding their 
dream dress in a safe, helpful, and 
caring environment. 

New or almost new dresses, 
shoes (excellent condition), and 
accessories (excellent condition) 
may be dropped off Monday 
through Friday between 8:30 am 
and 5:30 pm at Cheshire Center, 
2500 N. Church Street, Greens-
boro.* The deadline for dress 
donation is March 30th. 

If you would like to do more, 
there are other ways of donating to 
Camille's Magic Closet: you can 
volunteer your time or make a tax 
deductible financial donation. Both 
are always welcomed and greatly 
needed!  For more information or to 
get a dress call 574-9134. 

* If you would wear it (or allow 
your daughter to wear it) to a 
formal event, 
then it is 
suitable for 
donation. 
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James Wachsmuth, LFS Carolinas 
In 2004 there were 872,000 

substantiated cases of child abuse in 
the United States. This statistic alone 
answers the question, “Why should I 
get involved?” But if you need 
further convincing, understand that 
child abuse affects all of us. It can be 
a social burden: permanent mental or 
physical damage can take away a 
person’s ability to be an independent 
and productive citizen. It can be a 
legal burden: crime, delinquency, 
alcohol and drug addiction are often 
found in individuals who have been 
abused. And lastly, it is a vicious 
cycle that can be passed on from 
generation to generation. To break 
the abuse cycle, the community has 
to become aware of how serious the 
problem really is and what can be 
done. 

“So how do I know if a child is 
being abused?” Common signs of 
child abuse include: repeated injuries, 
neglected appearance, disruptive 
behavior, super-critical parents, 
passive or withdrawn behavior or 
isolated families. If you are noticing 
these signs in a child and it is obvious 
that this is a pattern, then it’s time to 
act.  

“So how can I help?” If you 
suspect that a child is being abused, 
contact child protective services in 
your area, a child abuse hotline, the 
child’s school or even local law 
enforcement.  

Matthew 25:40 says that 
“whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me.” Offering your love and support 
to families and children involved in 
abusive situations can help heal lives. 

For more information on how to 
recognize and help prevent child 
abuse, visit www.athealth.com/con 
sumer/newsletter/fpn_4_11.html.

Holy Week & 
Easter 
Spring Clean-Up Day: 
March 31, 9:00 am 
@ Pruning, mowing, weeding, 

raking, planting 
@ Many hands are needed 
@ Bring your tools and gloves 

Palm Sunday: April 1 
@ Processional with palm 

branches for all 
@ Special music 
 
 
 
 
 
Maundy Thursday: April 5 
@ Covered dish supper, 6:00 

pm 
@ Holy Communion around the 

tables, 6:40 pm 
@ Service of Tenebrae, 

Sanctuary, 7:00 pm 

Good Friday: April 6 
The sanctuary will be open 
between noon and 3:00 pm for 
all who wish to come for quiet 
prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Sunday: April 8 
@ Ham Breakfast, serving from 

9:00 until 9:45 am - Join us 
for a great homemade 
breakfast of country ham, 
grits, eggs, biscuits! 

@ Worship with special music. 
@ At the conclusion of 

worship, we will process 
outside to place flowers on 
the cross. 

@ Bring cut flowers for the 
cross; invite your friends, 
family, neighbors! 

@ Easter Egg Hunt for kids 
following worship. 



 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 
Please join us again! 
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Big Dreams From a Small School 
     Buga, or 
“Boo” as her 
friends call her, 

is a 10-year-old girl 
living in a remote 
mountaintop village in 

northern Laos. Boo’s family 
members, like others in her 
village, are subsistence farmers 
and have very little cash income. 
Tradition has in the past kept 
women and girls from interacting 
with others or going outside the 
domestic sphere. 

With support from Church 
World Service and One Great 
Hour of Sharing, Boo’s village  

now has its first school, which the 
villagers helped build themselves. 
When Boo says she wants to be a 
doctor, there are smiles and sounds of 
encouragement from a crowd of 
adults surrounding the school. Boo’s 
village has no doctor or medical 
clinic and the mortality rate is  

very high — a homegrown doctor 
would make a world of difference 
to her community. 

For Boo and for her village, 
the new school brings the 
possibility of her dream coming 
true — of being a doctor who can 
make her village a more healthful 
place, a place of promise. 

Make more dreams possible. 
Give to One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 

 


