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Honor Woody & Share Your Talents!

On Sunday, May 20th, we will say
good-bye to Woodson Faulkner I,
who is leaving us after thirteen
wonderful years for a cathedral
church, Wake Forest Baptist
Church.
We will honor
him with a spe-
cial reception in
the Fellowship
Hall and then
regale him with
music. Deacons,
choir members
and others will provide plenty of
finger food for the event.

Dessert that day will be small
tastes of items as part of a baking
contest. Entrants will be asked to
create two (or more) of the same
dessert, one for us to eat that day
(albeit in small slices), and one to
sell. Sales of these delectable
delights will benefit CUCC's
Summer Mission Trip. We will
have the chance to taste, and to
vote, on the best items. Awards wil
be given.

Finally, we will have our Talent
Show. Singers, dancers, and per-
formers will have the chance to
share their gifts with us.

So, save Sunday, May 20th, as
we honor Woody at the “Woody
Faulkner Honorary Talent Show &
Bake-Off.” We will send him off
with songs in his ears and sweet
tastes in his mouth.

Join us as we honor our
Musical Director, Woodson
Faulkner II.

Join usfor our Annual Talent
Show.

And, join usas we hold a
Baking Contest, to raise funds

for our Summer Mission Trip.

The Board of Christian Education
will hold its annual book sale on
Saturday, May 5, from 8:00 am to
noon. We'd love your books, and
we'd love it even more if we could
sell you some books. You'll find
tremendous deals on great books,
CDs, and DVDs.

Would you like to help at the
sale? Be in touch with Stephanie

Shoaf and she will put you to work.

Proceeds from the sale will go
toward financial assistance for our
All-Church Retreat at Blowing
Rock Conference Center in the fall

Thanks to Mike Dorko and Sankey
Moore-Painter for their help with
the POYC "picnic". Over fifty
people attended.
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational

United Church of Christ, we seek to
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
accepting God's call to be a true
community of love, compassion, and
nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, May 4
Publication: Wednesday, May 9

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

April 29, 2007
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 6, 2007

Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
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Lead us from death to life . . .

On Sunday in
worship we
joined in a spe-
cial litany of
prayer for those
affected by the
horrific violence
at Virginia Tech,
written by our General Minister and
President, John Thomas. In the
midst of all the various feelings
expressed, it is good to come to-
gether in prayer.
| am struck by the fact that we
have now witnessed enough mass
shootings, most of them on school
campuses, that there is an eerily

familiar feel, a pattern that emerges.

There is the national outpouring of
sympathy and support, the satura-
tion of media reports as informatior
becomes available, the endless re-
telling of events and theorizing on
the part of “experts” and pundits,
soon the blame game starts. At
some point people ask what needs
happen to prevent such tragedy

from ever occurring again, and thete lives, circles of influence. Let’'s hug

is usually a flurry of activity or
commissions, and then it all seems
to die down . . . until the next time.
I have my own little list of
things I'd like to see change, and
you no doubt have yours. An over-
hauling of how we look at and fund
mental health services, especially
early intervention for children and
youth, serious gun control laws
(controversial, | know), standard-
ized teaching of conflict resolution
skills from elementary level on,
better training and support for law
enforcement officers for dealing
with disturbed individuals. Serious
consideration given to all the ways
we support, fund, encourage and
even glorify violence in our society.
Whatever comes from the
events of last Monday, the worst
that could happen, | believe, is that

todeeper conversation to spark, one

we all just slip back into the familia

pattern, until the next time. The
faces of those students, the inno-
cence slammed out of them forever,
the ghosts that will haunt them, the
guestions that will visit their quiet
moments, the devastation of the
parents of the victims - all bid us to
do better, to take the conversationg
to deeper levels than blame or resig-
nation. This is not part of God’s
design. Young people should not
have to worry for their safety at
school. Children should not lead
lives of quiet hell that contribute to
senseless acts of violent rage dowmn
the road. Parents should not live in
dread of that unthinkable phone ca
out of the blue. This should not
become familiar.

So let us pray, and pray, and
pray again. But let us not get too
comfortable. Otherwise nothing will
change, and something must. Let's
keep asking the Holy One to show
us even just one step to take, one

small change in our own attitudes,

our children and grandchildren,
listen to them, and teach them aboyt
how God wants us to live together.
As the beautiful hymn/peace prayef
goes, “Lead us from death to life,
from despair to hope, from fear to
trust.”

On a completely different note,
we are all adjusting to the news of
Woody Faulkner’'s impending de-
parture. Woody has been such an
integral part of our life together at
CUCC, and has provided such mar
velous music over the years, it will
indeed be difficult to say good-bye,
even while we rejoice with him in
his new opportunity. We will have g
chance to express our thanks to
Woody in May — watch for further
details. A search committee is being
formed, and we will give regular
updates and solicit input in the
weeks to come. —Julie Peeples
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Supper Study, Talent Show/Baking Contest, and More

Supper Study
season is over!
Our Wednesday
evening meals
and programs are
complete for
another season.
Special thanks to
our speakers and participants, and
those who helped with preparation
and serving and clean up. Extra-
special thanks go to Grace Barber
and Nancy Glenz, who came each
Wednesday just to offer their assis;
tance. Theirs was a true ministry of
compassion and service!
If you have good program ideag
for the fall, give them to Julie; if
you have good food ideas, give
them to me. We'll start up again in
mid September. —Paul Davis
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Sign up sheets and instructions for
these events are posted outside
Paul's office.

The Pseudo-Gnostics will meet on
Sunday, May 20th to discuss Blood
Done Signed My Naméy Tim
Tyson. Beth Hoagland will lead our
discussion, and we hope for a large
group to discuss this important
work.
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- Summer Bible Workshop and
Baseball Game will be the week
of July 22-28, in the evenings.
More info will be coming in May.

- We will have a work trip to New
Orleans for youth and adults the
week of August 12-19. Speak
with Paul.

- The All-Church Retreat at
Blowing Rock Conference Cente
will be September 28-30. Res-
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Mark your calendars for olining
For Friends Party on May 27"
right after church. The Sr. Highs
will be hosting a cook-out for the
church with all the proceeds going
to Triad Health Project, our
Guilford County AIDS service

Qorganization. This is one of the mo
important fundraisers of the year fo
THP.

Everyone is invited, and we ask
that you make a contribution of any
amount in exchange for a yummy
lunch. Of course, all are welcome
and it will be a fun way to kick off
the summer! Please call with any
guestions. Thanks!
—Barbara Rice, 558-1247

The CF Bulb giveaway was a suc-

cess: eighty-six of the ninety bulbs
purchased were taken, and $141.5
was raised to offset the cost ($1.50
per bulb—though amazingly cheap
we found some even less expensiv
at Lowes). Or, right at 13,000 Ibs. g
carbon dioxide that will not go up in
smoke for the next year. One child
said to me, "Imagine if you had 200
bags of sand there." Well, we woul
all have to imagine, not 200 bags,

lent of carbon dioxide (I looked for
a bag of coal, but...). A good start.
Please remember that compact
fluorescent bulbs contain a small
amount of mercury and need to be
recycled. You can take them to the
facility on Patterson Avenue, or we
will create a bin at church where
-t YOu can recycle them. For more
¢ info, see the Green Church page o
the CUCC website.
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Darfur, CWU, Capital Campalgn Church Councill
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Here is another way our church can
assist Darfur. Look at the smile on
this woman! The photo below, take
in Darfur, Sudan by Paul Jeffrey
(UMCOR), is evidence of how
much blankets are appreciated by
the recipients.

The Board of Christian Service
and the Women'’s Fellowship en-
courage you to make a contribution
to the Church World Service Blan-
ket Program. Each blanket costs
$5.00. Let’s see how many we can
send. The day for the special offer-
ing is April 29. Make the check out
to Congregational UCC and place
“Blanket Program” on the memo
line.

n
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At Supper Study two weeks ago, we
heard Dr. Robert Griffiths discuss
the political situation in the Sudan,
and we heard Ralph Wenger talk
about Dear Sudan 2007, where
people are asked to sponsor food f
refugees: 16 cents a day, or $56.4(
year.

Though the meal that evening
was covered dish, we put out a

basket asking for donations, and thatSouthern Conference “Live The

evening we received $225, along
with the pledge that the evening's
amount would be matched! For
more information on giving, please
look at the Darfur Action page at
our web site.

Pryear period.
a
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Friday morning, May 4th, at First
Christian Church, 1900 W. Market

Street, Greensboro, Church Women

United will hold their final celebra-
tion of the program year: “Friends
Under God’'s Wing.”

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m
with coffee and fellowship time.

The 10:00 Bible study will be
led by the Rev. Sekinah Hamlin,
Director of Multicultural Education
at Guilford College.

The program of celebration will
begin at 10:30 a.m. with a luncheon

to follow. Please make your reserva-

tion by calling Vivian Barber at
852-6730. You may pay the $5.50
cost when you register on May 4th.
The Ecumenical Action Com-
mittee requests that you bring
friendship cards which will be dis-
tributed to Mobile Meals recipients

on behalf of Church Women United.

If you have questions or need
transportation, please call Eileen
Stirling, 852-0170.
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Our pIedge to the Southern Confer
ence “Live The Vision” capital
campaign included $10,00 to be
raised through individual congrega
tional donations, and these commit-
ments are now being received.
Pledges may be paid over a three-

|*

If you want to be part of this
campaign, you should make your
checks payable to Congregational
UCC and earmark plainly for the

Vision” campaign. Please also indi-
cate whether it is a one-time pay-
ment or the first of a three-year
pledge. The first $5,000 of these
pledges will be matched dollar-for-
dollar by an anonymous donor.

For additional information on
the campaign, contact the church
office.

I+
The Church Council is receiving
nominations from the congregation
to fill the Council Member-At-
Large vacancy that occurred when
at-large member Lorie Welch was
elected to fill the late Reese Kent's
position on the Board of Deacons.
The at-large vacancy will be filled
by the Council. The person elected
will serve until the congregational
meeting in the fall. Nominations
should be directed to the Moderato
Ken Sell.

" 11
A special thanks from the Board of
Management to Mary Beth Boone,
Nancy Glenz, Milton Shaw, Tim
Rains, Teresa Earles, Lee Kirkman
and Sidney Via for their pruning,
digging, tilling, raking, and power
blowing skills. These individuals
worked on Saturday, April 14th with
the yard beautification efforts for
CUcCC.
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Luther & Phyllis Abbott,
Roberta Barrow, Lauren
Brower, Harry Byrd (brother of
Margaret Byrd), Megan
Cannady, Evelyn Chamberlain,
Blanche Harper, Beth Haunton
(friend of Lorie Tyson), Paul
Huffines, Jay Kinney, Danny
Lee (brother of Bernice Driver),
Amber McKinnon, Ethan
Pressmann, Louise Tate, Lorie
Tyson, Barbara Wagner (mother
of Katherine Martin), Matthew
Wagoner (grandson of Margaret
Wagoner)
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Fighting Hunger in the Triad, Board Meeting Notes

If | were a betting man, | would
consider these two wagers as sure
things on which to put down real
money:

- That most people and their friend
have not given a lot of thought to
where they will eat on Tuesday,
May 1st.

- That most people and their friend
will eat three meals on Tuesday,
May 1st.

However, | do firmly believe
that all of you and your friends real
ize that Greensboro Urban Ministry
was founded in 1967, and exists
today,because there are many
people in our community who are
not sure where, or if, they will eat
on any given day.

And this is why we, and perhap
as many as 120 local restaurants,
will sponsorServing Greensboro
Togetheragain on May 1st. On this
day participating restaurants will
donate 10% of their total sales to th
Ministry's Potters House, which

serves nearly 400 less fortunate arga

citizens a nourishing middle-of-the-
day meal every day. So, please do
seriously consider eating out for
breakfast, lunch and dinner on

S
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We are pleased that this year
Serving Greensboro Togetherll
be part ofA Day to Feed the Triad
because we are joining with sister
agencies in Winston-Salem and
High Point in similar events. In
Winston-Salem, Crisis Control
Ministry is sponsoringdope du
Jour and in High Point, Open Door
Ministries sponsorBining Out for
Hunger

—Bill Glasgow
Director of Special Events, GUM

)

If golf is your passion, you can helg
fight the on-going hunger crisis in
our community and have fun while
doing so! You are invited to
participate in the Chick-fil-A Drive
Against Hunger Golf Tournament
on Thursday, May 10th at
Meadowlands Golf Course.

To learn how you can help

- The number of people who have

- The new name and implementa-

- Bill Smith reported that almost

- Following extensive conversation

and the Prairie family for their
work on the drive.

been helping with Higher Ground
has been declining over the last
month. Ish Whitfield will need the
help of members of the congre-
gation to assure the continued
success of this outreach effort
over the summer.

tion of the humanitarian relief
component of Darfur Action was
discussed. It will be called Dear
Sudan 2007. For only $58.40 a
year, a Sudanese refugee can
receive survival rations. More
about this program will be forth-
coming in an article in the News
and RecordA newsletter piece
will follow the article in the

paper.

300 people were fed at Potters
House on March 31when mem-
bers of our church assisted in thg
preparation and serving of the
meal.

among members of the Board of

“drive” hunger out of the Triad visit Christian Service and consultatio
Tue\s(((j)ﬁy\;v:\l/ll?i)r/] jz[.list of partici- cfadriveagainsthunger.com! with the food pantry at Greens-
pating restaurants in the News & borq Urban M'n'StrY’ It was
Record, online at www.greensboro decided that, effective immedi-
urbanministry.org, or you may call ately, we would encourage
271-5959. Ext. 339. L1 memk_)ers of our congregation to
Last year througServing The Board held its monthly meeting substitute oatmeal for margarine.
Greensboro Togethet14 local on April 18". The following agenda| We will continue to deliver
restaurants donated nearly $28,000 tems were discussed. margarine that is donated, but
to Urban Ministry. Since 1993 comy - Final plans were made for the hope to phase it outin the near
munity restaurants have contributei  Greensboro Urban Ministry Food| ~ future. Urban Ministry would like
over $393,000! Drive that was to be conducted op 0 have the 18 oz. boxes of quick
April 21% Information received cook oatmeal—not instant.
on April 23° revealed that the - Joseph’s House was added to th
food drive was a big success. Our  group of local concerns we will
church collected 1736 pounds of|  support financially. Joseph’s
food and $653 in cash. Thankstq  House is a faith-based
Clif and Sharon Karnes, Etta organization serving homeless
Mullikin, Charlie Hertlein, Randy young men between the ages of
Yardley, Bill and Winnie Smith, 18 and 21.
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Farewell to Millie, Best Wishes to Bryn

Millie Muskovin will soon be
leaving us to move to Cincinnati
where she will be closer to family
members. Millie will be back in
worship with us one last time on
May 27, so stop by coffee hour anc
give her a hug. We'll miss you,

Millie! Come back and see us often!

The Rev. Ann Bryn Smallwood-
Garcia, who grew up in our church,
will be officially installed May 6 as
senior pastor of the Congregationa
Church of Brookfield (UCC) in
southwestern Connecticut. She
began her pastorate there in late
January after serving as associate
pastor of the Orinda Community
Church (UCC) in California for the

past seven years.

Bryn, who is an alumnus of
Greensboro Grimsley High School,
graduated from UNC Chapel Hill
with a degree in journalism, then
worked as a writer/editor for the
Raleigh Times and News & Ob-
server and attended the American
Conservatory Theater in San Fran-
cisco before entering seminary in
the early 1990s. She earned Masteg
of Divinity and Master of Religion
in Arts degrees from the Pacific
School of Religion in Berkeley, CA,
and was ordained as Youth Ministe
of the First Congregational Church
of Berkeley in 1996.

Bryn, whose Brookfield church
this year is celebrating its 25@n-
niversary, is the daughter of Irwin
and the late Allene Smallwood. He
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husband, John, is a free-lance artis

3 Margaret Byrd
5 Cynthia Brewer

Joann Taylor
6 Martha Nance
7 James F. Brewer (son)
Margie Johnson
Ryan Mackenzie Troutman
Lena Mae Caveness
Brooks Driver
Marilouise Tugan
Debbie Smith
Winnie Smith
Wilbur Parrott
Anna Schleunes
Dot Ballinger
Jim Kent
Heather Langston

12
16
18
24
25
29

30

31
and graphic designer, and they hay
a son, Jacob, 13, and a daughter,

Lela, 11. They reside at 9 Kellogg
St., Brookfield, CT 06804.




