BI-WEEKLY ISSUE

MAY 23, 2007

Food, Follies & Farewell

Sunday was a festive day as
we said goodbye to Woody
Faulkner, our Music Direc-
tor/Organist. We sang and
danced and displayed our
talents in his honor, and we
sold cakes and pies and
brownies and cobblers for
Jesus. The meal was wonde
ful, the entertainment humor
ous, the event poignant. We
had great fun. Woody is
loved and will be missed,
and we wish him well at
Wake Forest Baptist Church
Inside you will find
more information about
music at our church, and on
our many events this past
Sunday. It was a great day.

We are now ready to implement our new
electronic giving program that will allow
you as members and friends to authorize
your bank to transfer funds electronically
from your checking or savings account to
our church account.

Stillspeaking ® is approved by
I- the UCC who has en-listed the services o
company called VANCO to handle these
electronic transfers. This service, and the
church, will keep your information strictly
confidential. The program will be used
only for our regular offering. Special offer-
ings will still be collected as in the past.
Cards will be provided for givers to place
in the collection plate as a symbolic act of
giving during morning worship.

If you are interested, you may see oulf
Financial Secretary, Pam Aldridge, in the
Fellowship Hall this Sunday following
worship. Persons interested in signing up
a later date may pick up an Authorization
Form outside the church office, or print or
from our church website. Fill in the form
and return it to Pam personally, or place i
in a sealed envelope in the offering plate,
or mail it to the church office to her atten-
tion. For further information, visit our

church website.
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission
As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness

f a to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through

the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors
Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
at you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For details,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

e

June & July Newsletters
Deadline: Friday, June 8
Publication: Wednesday, June 13

Deadline: Friday, July 6
Publication: Wednesday, July 11

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

May 27, 2007

Genesis 11:1-9; Ps. 104:24-34, 35b ;
Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17 (25-27)
June 3, 2007

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Ps. 8; Romans
5:1-5; John 16:12-15

June 10, 2007

1 Kings 17:8-24, Ps 146, Gal. 1:11-
24, Luke 7:11-17
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Web: www.congregationalucc.com

Rev. Julie Peeples
Senior Pastor
julie@congregationalucc.com

Rev. William C. Smith
Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Paul Davis
Minister for Christian Education
paul@congregationalucc.com

Ms. Charlotte Evans
Congregational Nurse
opendoornc@aol.com

Drop-In Hours: Wed., 10-11:30 am
Home Visits: Thursdays

Ms. Sarah Downey
Director Children's Music
Bella A Cappella

Ms. Regina Hayes
Nursery Director

Ms. Judy Page

Office Manager
office@congregationalucc.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday

Mr. Sankey Moore-Painter
Treasurer
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Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
« Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

« Women's Fellowship

e Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

* Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

» Habitat for Humanity
 Potter’s House

« Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

To Everything There Is A Season...

We are entering a
season of change
In addition to the
inevitable turning
of Spring to Sum-
mer, there are
changes afoot
here at Congrega-
tional. Be sure to read all the details
in this newsletter, with updates to
come in the next issue.

First, with Woody’s departure,
our music in worship will change ag
we welcome a variety of guest
musicians to our sanctuary during
the search process. And by the way,
thanks to all who helped plan and
carry out Sunday’s reception and
talent show! We had a great time
giving Woody a good send-off, with
gifts and songs, food and laughter.

So how will we cope without
our Music Director/Organist? By
making the best possible use of our
time and talents. This summer we
will benefit from a variety of talents
and musical styles, enhancing the
special focus of each of these
Sundays in early Pentecost. | invite
you to come, not as a passive
observer but an active participant i
our worship, which is the central
part of our life together. Summer
worship is going to be rich, varied,
faithful, and | am excited about it!

In the meantime, the search
committee is set to begin finding
our new Director of Music/Organist

Please keep us in your prayers in the

coming months. And please give us
your feedback. This is an important
time to take stock and discern wha
kind of music ministry would best
suit our congregation.

Second, we will be structuring
the office work a bit differently, as
spelled out in this newsletter, with a
combination of volunteers and
reduced secretarial hours. Such an
arrangement makes sense for threg
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main reasons. First, as a church we

need to honor family time, and Judy

is very devoted to her three chil-
dren. Second, we knew right away
that she is worth keeping, and so
were glad to be flexible. In the five
months she has been with us, our
initial impression has proved more
than correct. Judy is doing a
fantastic job and is a joy to be
around. Third, the office is a little
quieter in the summer, so this
should work well; in fact, we have
reduced secretarial hours in past
summers without a problem. | am
confident that the plan we have
worked out will serve us well.

“To everything there is a

season . ..” As we enter our season

of changes, we reaffirm our trust in
God and in one another, that the
Spirit so evident at Pentecost will
guide us, renew us, and make of thi

a season of great joy and new possi

bilities!
—Julie Peeples

Luther & Phyllis Abbott,

Roberta Barrow, Lauren Brower,
Harry Byrd (brother of Margaret
Byrd), Megan Cannady, Evelyn
Chamberlain, Bob Crews (Cathy
Wheeler's father), Susan
Cromartie, Faye Crutchfield,
Blanche Harper, Beth Haunton
(friend of Lorie Tyson), Jay
Kinney, Beth Kuoni, Amber
McKinnon, Ethan Pressmann,
Mary Jo Pruett, Louise Tate,
Lorie Tyson, Barbara Wagner
(mother of Katherine Martin),
Matthew Wagoner (grandson of
Margaret Wagoner), Wilbur
Parrott’s father
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“Green” Church, Dining For Friends, Grads, Teachers

Three weeks ago
theNews and
Record in the

as narcissistic as any other "me-
first" attitude of our post-modern
society. So, if you believe your per-

$
On Sunday, June 3, we will honor
our graduates. We usually think of

“Five on Faith” sonal salvation is bound up with anly high school or college, but the
piece, asked “work,” well good luck to you in spring marks some life-transformin
about what local | dealing with God without God's milestone for you, we want you to
churches are grace. If you believe that because 0f |et us know, so we can share this
doing on envi- God's grace you are called to help | with the church. Please give Paul g
ronmental concerns. The responseg others, then | think looking at ways| couple sentences on what you hav
ran over two Saturdays, including g to improve the environment is one | done and what you will be doing,
nice one by our Randy Yardley. area in which we can have an and the next newsletter will be filleg
Other responses ranged from “we | impact. with this good news.
are trying” to “who cares?” | saw Finally, getting the church to
that the late Rev. Falwell, may he | become "green" is important be-
rest in peace, said that the environ{ cause it may encourage you to
mental agenda in churches was become "green," and you may
Satanic (perhaps a sure sign it wag €ncourage people around you to
having an impact). On Saturday, become "green." A few corporation
CNN offered a piece featuring two | are experimenting with helping
evangelical talking heads debating| employees change their behavior,
the matter. So, it is a timely topic. | Schools can teach people about it, .
Are we just keeping up with other | but churches can have a great $ %
churches with our Ad Hoc Green | impact on people. May 27 will mark the end of Churct
Church Team? Maybe they are —_Paul Davis | School for all except the Rowland
. . and Jordan/Wisseman classes. A
keeping up with us. h .
T i . I uge thank you to our teachers:
Being "green," or giving atten- :
tion to reducing the amount of natut We have now raised $878.15, plus|  Primary:
ral resources we as a congregatior| Some fine credit slips from Edward Katharine Martin and Cheryl
use, is good economics and good MCKay used books that we will put Smith
practice. For me (for most of us), it| to gooduse. Again, thanks for Preschool:
stems from God's charge to Eve arjd €veryone’s help! Katherine Rowe, Jo Fleischer
Adam to have dominion over the and Alice Franks
earth. We are to care for the earth,| " # # Junior & Senior High:
to be good stewards. How that is This Sunday, May 27, Jeri Rowe and Rod North
practiced has changed as science following worship, Youth Group Leaders:
teaches us new ways to live our our youth will host a Barbara Rice and Rod North
lives, though science has also demt- grilled luncheon, their Smith Class:
onstrated how some traditional ways effort to support Clif Karnes
of raising crops and animals actu- Dining For _Friends, There is no calling higher than that
glly W(_)rk Fl)etter th?n our energy the fund-ra}lser to of helping others see and know
mtenswe modern practices. Swap- _ support Triad Health Jesus. Hurray for teachers!
ping out a light bulb or an appliance Project. There will be hamburgers
for a more energy-efficient model | and hot dogs and all the fixings.
will save energy, so less coal or oil| Plus, if you make a donation for & 1%
or natural gas is used to generate | lunch, you will receive an invitation| On Sunday, June 3, there will be a
electricity. Will it reduce global to a dessert that will be held on Sat- meeting following worship for
warming? Perhaps. Will it help us | urday, June 2, 9 pm, at the Greenst people interested in the work trip td
get to heaven? I'm not sure. It boro Coliseum Special Events Cent New Orleans. If you are interested,
seems to me putting a priority on ter. If you would like to assist in thig please come to the meeting. A ligh
personal salvation, to the exclusiony effort, be in touch with Barbara lunch will be served, and much
of everything else (Mr. Falwell), is | Rice. information will be provided.
Congregational News May 23, 2007 Page 3

11%



Bake Sale, Library, Service Projects & More

We made over $350 on the sale.
Thanks to all who baked and who
bought. Proceeds will go toward th¢
summer work trip. If you bought an
item in a pan or dish, please return
the pan/dish/container to the churc
so its baker can bake again.
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- Summer Bible Workshop, July 22
27. We will conclude with a
Grasshoppers baseball game, all
the food we can eat and fireworks

- The All Church Retreat at Blow-
ing Rock Conference Center will
be September 28-30. Reservation
forms are outside Paul's office.

( )* = + o,
Look for these books (and others)
on the library cart in the Fellowship
Hall:

- The Last Wordby Tom Wright -
Can we still trust the Bible to lead
the Church?

- Entering the Castlbdy Caroline
Myss - Commentary on Teresa of
Avila’s Interior Castles.

- The Faith Clubby Ranya Idliby -
Three women — a Muslim, a
Christian, and a Jew — seek
mutual understanding.

- Mama's Boy, Preacher's Sog
Kevin Jennings - A rags-to-riches
story about growing up poor in thg
South.

- The Last Weeky Marcus Borg &
John Dominic Crossan - The his-

tory behind the last week in Jesug’

mann - Classic Old Testament
study by the world’s greatest
authority.
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Looking for a simple, meaningful
way to serve? Our Bereavement
Committee Teams and the Koinoni
Groups would welcome your
participation! The Bereavement
Committee offers a meal to familieg
at the time of a funeral. Members
work together to provide this as an
expression of our love and care for
those who are grieving.
The Koinonia Groups offer our

L Sunday morning hospitality. Each

group has an assigned Sunday of t

month, providing light refreshmentg
| after worship. (The Greek word
"koinonia” comes from the early
church and means fellowship,
communion, serving one another.)

Contact the church office if

you'd like to be a part of either, or
both!
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The Board of Christian Service is
sponsoring a project to support our
soldiers in Irag. A platoon has beer
adopted for the next six months.
During that time we will be sending
them words of encouragement and
much needed personal items. Each
month will have a different theme.
For this first month, we are

asking members of our congregatig

als that would be funny and light;
anything that would be a morale

to find cards or other written materir
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hehought that it was time to decide

ject in the near future. Stay tuned
for her announcement. She will be
the contact for all of the materials
that are sent to the platoon.

# #

After several months of discussion
and research, the Board of Christian
Service has voted to recommend a
change in our monthly food contri-
bution to Greensboro Urban Minis-
try. Our church has been providing
margarine for a long time. It was

whether that was the most appropr
ate contribution.

Several members of the Board
had concerns about the amount of
trans-fats in margarine quarters—
which is the way Urban Ministry
requested that we supply it. It was
decided that it is morally ques-
tionable to provide a food to poor
people that many of our members
would not feed to their own
families.

When Urban Ministry was
approached about the food supplies
that were most in need, oatmeal was
quickly identified. Therefore, the
Board is requesting that oatmeal bé
substituted for margarine immedi-
ately. The oatmeal that is most use
ful to Urban Ministry is the quick
cook variety in 18 ounce boxes.
When you bring the oatmeal to
church, leave it in the kitchen.
Gayle Currie will continue to take
our food contribution to GUM.

%
We are looking someone who can
take Gun Hmok to school on Wed-

life, based on Mark’s gospel. booster. Lori Welch, who is coordi-| nesdays at 9:15 am (about a 10-mile
- An Introduction to the Old nating this effort, will be providing | trip). Please contact Libby Bowles if
Testamenby Walter Bruegge- further information about this pro- | you can help (275-1919).
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Director of Music Search, Summer Office Hours

The search process for a new
Director of Music/Organist is
underway. We have a stellar searc
committee beginning their work
together, we are starting to receive
resumes, and we are anxious to ge
your input! As of May 25, there will
be a survey form on our website,
www.congregationalucc.com, and
we encourage you to follow the
simple instructions to fill it in and e-
mail it back. If you prefer, there will
be paper copies available in the
office, narthex, and fellowship hall
as well. We want to hear from
everyone as to their preferences in
music, hymns, and how it all fits
together in worship!

Plans for music throughout the
summer are also being put into
place. For May 27th, Dr. Trellis

Case will return as a guest organist.

Beginning June 3 and continuing fa
that month, Nancy Jones, a grad
student in music at UNCG and a
wonderfully talented pianist will
provide accompaniment for our
hymns and responses. There will
also be special music throughout th
summer, offered by such favorites
as Turner Battle, Roger Gibbs,
Grace Barber, Clif Karnes and som
of our high schoolers and grads, as
well as Martha Bassett and a few
other surprises. We are giving our
wonderful choir the summer off; a
well-deserved break! Thanks choir,
for all you do for and with us!!

In light of these changes,
worship will be just a bit more
casual for the summer months. We
will follow our usual order of
worship, and keep many aspects

familiar, while trying a few new
things as well. There will be a
Sunday focusing on prayer, a serie
on gratitude, and more.

The variety of musical styles
and performers will enrich our time
together. So come be a part of it al
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Beginning June 11, and continuing
until school begins again, our office
will be staffed by a combination of
volunteers and our secretary, Judy
Page. When we brought Judy on
board this past winter, we agreed t
have her cut back her hours for the
summer, giving her more time with
her family. She had been part of a
similar arrangement that had
worked well with her previous
church.
So, here is how it will work.
Judy will be in the office one day a
week, probably Thursday. There ar
aspects of this position that can be
done just as well from home, such
€as the newsletter editing. She will
continue to do tasks related to the
bookkeeping part of her work as

e well. Volunteers will fill in at the
office, answering phones and the
door and such, during our busier
days. Judy will also be available
should special needs arise. To helq
make this work, we will cut back a
little on the newsletter; check out
the summer publishing dates in thig
issue. Other staff will be here exce
the times they are away, such as fg
synod in June. Messages will be
checked frequently.

What this will mean for
members is, letting the office know
ahead of time if you need to get in
the building to make sure one of us
is here, and being careful about
newsletter/bulletin deadlines, but
other than that, you will not likely

r

see much that is different, except fq
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the bright smiling faces of addi-
tional volunteers in the office!
5
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The next meeting of our Boards angd
! Council will be Tuesday, May 29,
beginning at 6:45 pm for a time of
prayer. Boards will meet at 7:00 pny,
with Council following at 8:15 pm.
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Among Our Members

We would like to express our
heartfelt thanks for the sympathy
cards and words of support. These
expressions of care helped us
greatly in dealing with our sadness
on the death of Ralph’s father.
—Ralph & Ruthann Wenge
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“Jacob’s Ladder”

Thursday, June f4at 7:00 pm
Barnes & Noble, Greensboro

( .

Millie Muskovin

210 Mt. Pleasant Drive #211
Monroe, OH 45050

Sally White
- 1208 New Garden Road #367
Greensboro, NC 27410

A
The following members joined with
us in mission on Sunday, May 13th

Marjorie Liles

5819 Green Meadow Drive
Greensboro, NC 27410
336-294-9845

Dr. Olav Rueppell

309 Waverly Way
Greensboro, NC 27403
336-271-4037

1 Blanche Warren

3 Meghan Davis
Midge Rasey

4 Erin Shroyer
Charles Chamberlain

5 Emily Thomas

8 Ed

6 Stephen Cromartie
Margaret Dahlfues

9 John Taylor
10 Jim Boyles
Lindsay Gibbs

Driver

13 David Rice
Bailey Covington
15 Jeffrey Shroyer
Addie Bardolph
16 Susan Darnell
17 Barbara Bulla Simpson

20 Rosie Miller

23 Jaime Kathleen Kent

27 Sterling Whitener

29 Chip Simpson

30 Betty Mackenzie
David Miller




