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Invite a Friend & Come Join Us!

Sunday, June 17
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Lynne Hinton
Music Leader:
Nancy Jones

Sunday, June 24: Observance of
the 50" Anniversary of the UCC
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Emmett Floyd
Music Leaders:
Nancy Jones & Grace Barbe

Sunday, July 1
Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Special Guest:
Tim Nonn, Founder of the
“Dear Sudan” Initiative
Music Leader:
Martha Bassett

Sunday, July 8
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Music Leaders:
Rebecca Moore-Painter and
a guest musician

Sunday, July 15
Worship Leaders:
The Friday Morning Men’s
Breakfast Group
Preacher:
Paul Davis
Music Leaders:
Trelles Case & Clif Karnes

Sunday, July 22
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Music leaders:
Grace Barber (piano) and
Robin Doby

Sunday, July 29
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Music Leaders:
Grace Barber (piano) and

a guest musician

Our Summer Bible Workshop will

be held July 22 through July 27. We

will meet on that Sunday, Monday,
and Wednesday, beginning with
dinner at 5:45 pm, and ending with
devotions/vespers at 8:15 pm.

This is an Intergenerational
event—people of all ages are
welcome to participate. The broad
theme will be'Into Africa." Regis-
tration will be $10 per person, to
help defray the costs for food and
crafts. We think it will be the best
$10 you will spend all summer.

The conclusion of our week will
be a Greensboro Grasshoppers
baseball game on Friday (the gates
open at 6:00 pm). We will all have
reserved seats and all-you-can-eat
food and fireworks.

How can you go wrong? By not
attending, that's how! Two sign up
sheets are outside Paul's office: to
attend the workshop (including a lis
of volunteer opportunities to assist
with the program), and the chance 1
sign up to go to the game only. The
cost for the game (with food) will
depend on your participation in the
SBW: attend all three sessions and
the game is free; attend two sessio
and the game will cost you $10;
attend one session and the game w
cost $15. The charge for the game
only, with all you can eat food, is
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$20. Deposits can be paid anytime.
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational

United Church of Christ, we seek to
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
accepting God's call to be a true
community of love, compassion, and
nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, July 6
Publication: Wednesday, July 11

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.
Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

June 17, 2007

1 Kings 21:1-21a; Luke 7:36—8:3
June 24, 2007

1 Kings 19:1-15a; Luke 8:26-39
July 1, 2007

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Luke 9:51-62

June 8, 2007
2 Kings 5:1-14; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
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Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
« Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

« Women's Fellowship

e Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

* Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

» Habitat for Humanity
 Potter’s House

« Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

Why the UCC Matters To Me

On Sunday, June
24, UCC congre-
gations around
the world will
celebrate the 80
anniversary of the
United Church of
Christ. Many will
go all out for this observance — at
our General Synod gathering in
Hartford, the “Let It Shine” anniver-
sary theme will resonate through
special events, worship and even
business sessions. Some will no
doubt use the occasion to proclaim
all they feel is wrong with the de-
nomination, as they are free to do.
Still many others, | suspect, will
greet the anniversary with a yawn.
Allow me to share why it mat-
ters to me. In 1984 | felt as though

I thought my life was going to be.
Still Catholic, | had finished semi-
nary the year before, hopeful that
change was coming. That lasted
until | began serving as a campus
minister for a Catholic college,
quickly and painfully learning that |
was not really wanted, would not bg
afforded any authority, and in fact
would be “hidden away” from sight
whenever the archbishop visited.
Don't get me wrong; to this day |
have tremendous respect for Ca-
tholicism, and especially for those
who strive for change within its
walls. But for me, 1984 brought a
rude awakening. The change was
not coming anytime soon.

Yet deep in my heart | knew, |
knew: | was called to ministry. |
finally made peace with separating
from my heritage and finding a new
faith home. Andover Newton Theo-
logical School was and is a UCC/
American Baptist institution. While
there | had felt a strong affinity for
what | learned of UCC theology,
polity, and its active stance on

C

social justice. So | decided to pitch

a home,” that the Spirit poured over
huge crevice had opened up in what me at my ordination. | have never

my tent with the young denomina-
tion that seemed to strive for unity,
justice, and a far less hierarchical
structure than what | was leaving.
And, they had a long history of
ordaining women.

My road to ordination was not
without its bumps; in fact, | put off
the process a while out of concern
for the ways ordination can becomég
a barrier. My first official, associa-
tion-appointed mentor made it clea
he opposed allowing ex-Catholics
into the process. Quite a welcome!
My second mentor, a woman minis
ter, along with several other clergy-
women, became my travel guides
and encouragers on the way. Word
cannot describe the overwhelming
sense of acceptance, of “welcome

looked back.

Since then | have encountered
countless others who had had dooi
locked to them, only to find a
blessed welcome in the amazingly
diverse, sometimes chaotic, often
cantankerous, but always lively
UCC. African American men and
women carrying scars from the civi
rights era, folks from the LGBT
community working for basic
acceptance, clergy who arrived
battered from the cataclysmic powg
struggles in the Southern Baptist
Convention.

How can it be anything other
than the Holy Spirit that inspires thé
formation of such a big-hearted
group, willing to welcome into its
fold so many wounded souls? In 5(
years we haven't always done it
right, and there are certainly other
denominations working just as hard
on justice and peace issues. But |
am both proud and humbled to be
part of a larger, connected faith
community that has risked every-
thing from public scorn to financial
resources for the sake of living the

I
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very heart of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. In this era of disconnection,
of high-tech isolation and rampant
individualism, | can think of few
things more worth celebrating than
this ancient-yet-new expression of
Christ’'s Body. It is the place | call
home. —Julie Peeples

Nothing is as powerful as a
woman who knows her mind!

Led by Annette Simmons, M.Ed.
(groupprocessconsulting.com)

Saturday, June 30, 2007
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Healing Ground
728 Penns Grove Road
Summerfield, NC 27358
healingground.org

$85 (includes lunch)

Registration Deadline:
June 22, 2007
(no refunds after 6/22/07)

Stewardship

It is time for a few good Christians
to step forward and willingly
become part of the Stewardship
Committee. This committee works
with Paul Davis and attempts to fin
creative ways to subtly urge our
fellow members to make a financia
commitment for the upcoming year
This group typically works the latte
half of August, September, and
October. As you all know, we
typically make our pledges on the
second Sunday in November.

For those of you who have
wanted to get involved in church
activities, and with this being a
short-term commitment, this would
seem like the appropriate initiative
for you to volunteer for. It seems
that the same church members wo
fastidiously to keep our committees
boards, council, Sunday school
classes, choir, etc. running. We ha
more than one hundred and sixty
active members. We need everyon
to become involved — even if for
only short term commitments like
the one | am presenting here.

Please make me a very happy
Board Chair by willingly volunteer-
ing to serve on the Stewardship
Committee. You can contact me or
Paul Davis with your positive
responses. —Linda DeShazo

! " #
Looking for a simple, meaningful
way to serve? Our Bereavement
Teams and the Koinonia Groups
would welcome your participation!
The Bereavement Committee offer
a meal to families at the time of a
funeral. Members work together to
provide this as an expression of loy
and care for those who are grieving

The Koinonia Groups offer our
Sunday morning hospitality. Each
group has an assigned Sunday of t
month, providing light refreshmentg

) * " 444+

Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Roberta
Barrow, Lauren Brower, Harry
Byrd (brother of Margaret Byrd),
Megan Cannady, Evelyn
Chamberlain, Bob Crews (Cathy
Wheeler’s father), Susan
Cromartie, Faye Crutchfield,
Blanche Harper, Beth Haunton
(friend of Lorie Tyson), Jay
Kinney, Beth Kuoni, Amber
McKinnon, Ethan Pressmann,
Mary Jo Pruett, Bill Smith,
Louise Tate, Lorie Tyson,
Barbara Wagner (mother of
Katherine Martin), Matthew
Wagoner (grandson of Margaret
Wagoner), Wilbur Parrott’s father

|~

“koinonia” comes from the early
church and means fellowship,
communion, serving one another.)
Contact the church office if you'd
k like to be a part of either, or both!!
$ 3
eOur church delivers Mobile Meals
on the third Thursday of each month
e June 21'is our next delivery date
and more volunteers are needed. I
you think you might like to help
with this ministry, please call Grace
Barber at 286-9090 for more infor-
mation. You will get her answering
machine, so please leave a message,
and she will contact you. Thank yo

=
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Thank you to all those who donated
food for the May lunch at Higher
Ground. Thanks also to those who
volunteered time to help serve:
Henrietta Ingram, Robin Dorko, Clif
Karnes, Bob Williams, Virginia
Stricklen and Charlie Stricklen.
= Thank you! Thank you!
CUCC's next serving date at
Higher Ground is Tuesday, June 26.
e | will be away, but Robin Dorko
_will be in charge. If you would like
to donate food or assist in serving,
please contact Robin at 852-8998
helor you can call me and | will relay
the message). Again, thank you!

after worship. (The Greek word

—Ish Whitfield (434-792-6707
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Beatrice Allen, Western Guilford
High School. She will attend the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill where she has received
a University of North Carolina Class
of 2011 Merit Scholarship and a
Byrd Scholarship. She will be
majoring in English and Biology.

Regina Hayes, our Nursery
Coordinator, the University of North
Carolina in Greensboro, Master of
Social Work. She is working for
Youth Focus in Winston Salem.

Elizabeth Fenn (granddaughter of
Irene Fenn), the University of North
Carolina at Greenshoro, Early
Childhood Education. She will
continue to work with a Head Start
school.

Katie Humphrey, Weaver
Performing & Visual Arts Academy.
She will attend Wingate University,
where she has been awarded a four
year music scholarship and a four
year academic scholarship. She will
be majoring in Music.

Rebecca Moore-Painter, Weaver
Performing & Visual Arts Academy.
She will attend Guilford College,
where she has received the Presi-
dential Scholarship.

Courtney Page, daughter of Judy
and Brian Page, The Early College
at Guilford. She will attend Western
Carolina University to study Forensic
Science with a Concentration in
Biology.

Erin Shroyer, North Carolina State
University, Business. She will be
living (and soon working) in Raleigh.

Jeffrey Shroyer, North Carolina
State University, Experimental
Animation and New Media. He will
attend graduate school at California
Institute of the Arts.

Sam Williams, the University of
North Carolina in Asheville, Mathe-
matics. He will participate in a
program in Jackson, Mississippi for
the next two years, teaching math
and working on his M.Ed. degree.

Work Trip, Youth, Nursery & More

Our organizing
meeting yielded
a fine group of
workers inter-
ested in going to
New Orleans,
with an addi-
tional half dozen
who would go but for scheduling
issues. If you are interested in
participating, please be in touch
with me ASAP. The deadline for
registrations will be July 1. The cos
should be $100 per person. There
will be fundraising opportunities for
others to participate without having
to actually sit in a van for 800 miles
each way. Stay tuned!
—Paul Davis

0 %

The May 27th Dining

For Friends event spon-

sored by the Senior High

Youth Group netted over

$900! Thanks to all who
participated, and for your great
generosity!

H#H1##
The Board of Christian Ed has shirf
with our church name and logo on
them. They are available from Paul
for $15 each. We also previously
sold polo shirts, with a stitched-
logo, for $20, and these can be
ordered from Paul (or Clif Karnes).
We can get any size, short or long
sleeve, male or female. We will
have a table in the Fellowship Hall
the next couple Sundays. Both shir
are very nice!

#1# &

The next Book Group meeting will
be on Sunday, June 24th, at 12:30
pm in the parlor. Join us as we
discuss, Mama's Boy, Preacher's
Son: A Memoirby Kevin Jennings.
Those who wish are welcome to

t

bring a bag lunch.

IS our program!

2 "3 #

We are ready to sub-divide our
nursery care into two groups:
infants (those in diapers) and up to
grade 2. Most children who attend
school stay in worship; most
children in diapers go the nursery.
We are a UCC church, so we have
exceptions to those norms, and
everyone is welcome to be a part.
This means, if you and your child
are more comfortable staying
together during worship, great! If

you are more comfortable with your

child in a nursery setting, great! W
will have two groups, fully staffed
with volunteers and overseen by ot
Nursery Attendant, Regina Hayes,
MSW(!). The older group of chil-
dren can go downstairs following
the Moment With Children, and
they will have their own age-
appropriate activities.

Volunteers are always needed — b
in touch with Cathy Wheeler, our
Nursery Volunteer Coordinator,
wheelercc@rockinghamcc.edu and
she will get you on the schedule.
Thanks to Stephanie Shoaf for her
leadership with this new phase in

# #
The next meeting of our boards an
Council will be Tuesday, July 10,
beginning at 6:45 pm for a time of

prayer. Boards meet at 7:00, coundi

at 8:15. This will be a combined
June-July meeting.
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Green Team Project, Notes of Appreciation

#

The Ad Hoc Green Church Team
will have a Tire Inflation Clinic on
Sunday, July 1, before and after
worship. We will provide you with
some useful information, and the
correct amount of hot air (widely
available at church, you know!) for
your tires. We'll also give out a
prize or two. Check out our bulletin
board for much more information.

So, what do tire pressure and
blood pressure have in common??
First, some of us take our cars for
granted just as we take our bodies
for granted. We usually rely on the
“experts” to measure them for us
and to explain the significance of

the measurements, whether the ext

pert resides in our house or down g
the local service station. Second,
both can be dangerous if too high ¢
too low. Tires are second only to
brakes in the safety of your car;
over-inflation compromises your
ability to control the car when “cor-
nering” and braking. Whereas this i
obviously life threatening, under-
inflation can cause premature weat
(hard on the pocketbook), over-
heating (possible tread separation,
a.k.a. blowout), and, guess what??,
Excess fuel consumption!! This is
because it requires more energy to
push a squishy tire down the road
than it does a tire that is inflated to
the manufacturer’'s recommended
pounds per square inch.

Can the experts “see” the
difference between a tire that is
properly inflated and one that is
not? No—all four tires have to be
measured with an instrument. Are

no again. The ones that look like
pencils don’t work reliably. Can you
inflate tires to their recommended

iS subject to expansion and contrad
tion with fluctuation in temperature.
Can you learn how to manage youli
tires at our church tire clinic? Yes!

Other fuel and safety hints for
drivers from Ford: slow down,
maintain constant speed; use cruis
control; accelerate and brake
smoothly; don't “idle” (even at the
bank and fast food; more than 30
seconds is a waste); keep the whes
aligned; travel light; minimize
heater and air conditioner use; clos
windows at high speeds; use good
quality oil; and, consolidate trips
with proper pre-planning to avoid
congested areas and rush hour wh
possible.

It

=
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Thank you for your support. Your
contribution to Joseph’s House will
impact the homeless young adults
Guilford County.
—The Rev. Nancy MclLea

.H.

services to individuals and families
in crisis or transition. In my role at
Family Service of the Piedmont, |
am continually delighted by the
incredible support the agency
receives from donors like you,
which makes our work possible.
On behalf of Family Service of

all instruments equal? Sad but true

pressure and forget about it? No, ajr Clara House provides emergency

Each day, our agency provides vitd

in the community, thank you for
your recent gift to the Clara House
shelter. As you may already know,

- shelter for women and children
escaping violent homes. This sheltg
is the only one if its kind in the
Greensboro community.

—Thomas R. Bonne}

\U

e | want very much to tell you how
very grateful we are for your gift.
So much can be done because of
your support.

bls  Thanks to donors like you, we
can provide food, health care, clea

e water, and sanitation to people wh
struggle just to survive. With your
help, we can assist thousands of
refugees, build schools, and suppo

priiteracy programs. We also support
relief and recovery efforts following
a disaster.

Because of your gift, Church
World Service brings hope to thou-
sands of people around the world
each day. May God bless you for
your heartfelt generosity.

—The Rev. John L. McCulloug

—

Dear Friends,
Thank you
for the generos-
ity you showed
me on my last
Sunday, May
20th. Your kind
words and won-
derful talents made my departure g
uplifting one replete with a song in
my heart and sweet tastes in my
mouth!
| have surely been blessed to
have been associated with Congre
gational UCC! God'’s continued
blessings to you all.
Love,

il

the Piedmont and all those we sery

Woody
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Recommended Income Changes

In the past few months, the Church

Council has had several discussiorls Foundation be set to return an

concerning the church'’s invest-
ments, specifically the rate of returm
on the earnings. In past years, the
return has often been in the 5-8%
range, but in the last few years, this
has stayed around just over 2%.

Specifically, these conversations

centered around two basic issues:

first, whether or not we as a congreg-

gation were making the best, most
faithful possible use of these
earnings, and second, whether or
not it was possible to increase the
percentage of return, thereby help-
ing the congregation do all it can in
our ministry together. Several mem
bers of the council, at the direction
of the full council, met with the

chair of the Investments Committee,

and then with the Finance Commit-
tee of the Board of Management.
After very full discussions consider
ing various possibilities, the follow-
ing resolution was adopted at the
Council meeting on May 29.

The Council reaffirmed the
church's commitment to be faithful
stewards of the resources we have
including honoring the wishes of
those good souls who have left be-
guests to the church. The Council
also reaffirmed its commitment to
making as much income available
as is wise, and also to continue
allowing for the growth of the
funds. As always, the principal will
be left in place. The Finance Com-
mittee will continue to work on the
remaining issues of allocating of
funds, and a report will be made
once they have completed their
work.

Many thanks to all Council and
committee members for the good
work on this! The adopted resolu-
tion follows.

"It is recommended that the
income policy for Congregational
United Church of Christ funds

invested with the United Church

income of 4% per year with the
income to be paid in 4 quarterly
payments at the end of each
qguarter. This will apply to all of the
invested funds with the exception df
the Charles Smith Fund which is to
be set to return 6% per year in 4
guarterly payments at the same time
as the other fund payments. This
policy shall remain in effect until
December 31, 2008, at which time
the policy will be evaluated for
consistency with the church goals
and the respective fund rates."

&( %#

The symbolic act of giving is an
important part of stewardship and
now we are implementing the use (¢
Giving Cards for members and
friends who give electronically or
through periodic payments
(monthly, annually, etc.). Giving
Cards will be found in the pews and
may be placed in the offering plates
in lieu of envelopes as a way for all
to be involved in the Offering part
of the service. These cards have
scripture on one side and a state-
ment about giving on the other.
Please do not write your name or
anything else on these cards,
because they will be collected from
the plates and reused.

If you are interested in setting
up electronic giving, or have
guestions about the process, pleas
see Pam Aldridge, our Financial
Secretary.

=
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Summer Is Upon Us!!

Where did spring
go? Did we even
have a spring?
Regardless, we
are definitely
into hot! Itis a
good idea to be
reminded of
some important guidelines for keep
ing cool when the temperatures ou
side are soaring.

1. Small children, elderly and
chronically ill are the most
susceptible to the effects of
extreme heat. Are you aware of
anyone in our congregation wh
might be at risk? It is important
to check in on them, making

O

sure they have adequate cooling

and supplies. If you know abou
a need, but are unable to attend
to it, please call the church
office and let us know. We want
to make sure everyone is safe i
the midst of the heat.

>

. Consume more water than
usual, even if you are not
exerting yourself. By the time
you “feel thirsty,” your body is
dehydrated.

. Avoid alcoholic beverages,
coffee, teas and colas,
especially if you are working
outside. These drinks can act as
diuretics, depleting hydration.

. When you are exerting yourself]
drink fruit juices, better yet
sport drinks that will re-balance
electrolytes affected by loss of
body fluid volumes.

. Avoid going out in the blazing
sun or heat when possible. See
shade as much as possible, or
plan outdoor activities and work
during the early morning or
evening.

fitting, light colored clothing.

. Cover up. Wear a hat and loose-

7. Reduce the heat. Keep the
drapes drawn and blinds closed.
Keep the lights off or turned
down low.

. Cool down with baths or
showers, periodically, or use
cool wet towels. (Ice collars are
nice!)

. Avoid intense or moderately
intense physical activity if
possible, especially during the
hot hours of the day. If you are
without air conditioning, plan
outings to the mall, a restaurant,
a movie or visit a friend during
the hottest part of the day.

10. Keep bottle water available in
your car, being aware of travelg
that take you where drinking

water is not available. A tip:

Freeze bottles of water. When
you travel, take the frozen water
and as it melts, you will have

cold water for several hours.

11. Avoid going bare foot,
especially where you would
have to walk on pavement. The
pavement will hold in the heat
and actually be much hotter
than the air temperature.
Children are particularly
vulnerable to burning of the
soles of their feet with this kind

of exposure.

12. Don't forget the sunscreen!

Remember, the
body experiences
dehydration before
we feel thirsty! The
heat and humidity
can dehydrate the
body quickly. De-
hydration from heat
exposure can com-
promise the body and can kill!

Stay safe in the SON!
—Charlotte Evans

Remember to get sufficient rest,
eat balanced meals and try to
partake in some form of exer-
cise daily.

Some additional things to do:

i Drink a cup of herbal tea
while sitting in the sunshine.

I Cook your loved one’s
favorite recipe in their honor.

I Plant a tree or a bush as a
memorial to your loved one.

I Get the physical that you
have been putting off for lack
of time.

I Begin that hobby that you
have always wanted to do.

| Visit a place that had special
significance to you and your
loved one.

LFS Carolinas (Lutheran Family
Services in the Carolinas) together
with Children’s Home Society and
Family Services, in association with
Adoption Services Information
Agency, is presenting free interna-
tional adoption information meet-
ings to be held in three locations:

. Monday, July 8 at 6:00 pm
Raleigh LFS Carolinas Office
112 Cox Avenue

- Tuesday, July 10at Noon
Charlotte LFS Carolinas Office
4822 Albemarle Road

. Wednesday, July at 6:00 pm
Lutheran Church of the Epiphany/
5220 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem

Interested families can RSVP for

any of the meetings at 919-861-

2859 or e-mail Shanna Malott at

shanna.malott@Ifscarolinas.org.
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Address Changes, Office Hours, Blrthdays

As many of you may know, Keith
Taylor (son of Ed and Becky Taylor)
lost his wife, Katie, on April 7th after
a valiant nine-month battle with

leukemia. Here is his current addresq

for those wishing to send expression
of sympathy:

Keith Taylor
3042 Cherrywood Court
Atlanta, GA 30345

Brandy Peterson (Matkins) 16
16

1 Sam Kent 6
2 Maxine Pruett 6
2 Brad Simpson 13
2 Jon Michael Aldridge 14
4
4

Rosa Brown

# %
Roger and Marjorie Veatch
508 Hedrick Drive
Thomasville, NC 27360

U7

Ken Aldridge 17 Beth Basham McElveen 18 Hannah Bardolph
Anne Cary 17 Clyde Humphrey 18 Liz Hart

Clyde Rudd 17 Dan Kent 21 Mike Aiken
Charles Hertlein 18 Barbara Hollifield 23 David Maddox

18
18

John Kernodle
Roger Veatch

Hannah Davis
Bonnie Kuester

As you know, office hours have been
reduced for the more quiet summer
months. In June and July, the office
will be open on Tuesdays, Wednesday
Thursdays and Fridays, staffed by
volunteers and/or Judy Page.

If you need to get into the church 4
other times, please call ahead to see if
someone is on site to let you in.

27
31

Catherine Aiken
Paul Davis
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