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“Into Africa” Intergenerational Event

We will meet Sunday, Mon-
day, and Wednesday eve-

nings, beginning at 5:45 prr
for dinner and ending at 8:1
This is an intergenerational
event — people of all ages
are welcome to participate

(we'll have a nursery). Regi
tration is $10 per person, tc
help defray the costs for foc
and crafts.

Our title, “Into Africa,”
evokes both our church’s
continuing interest in the
situation in The Sudan, as
well as exploring broader themes.
On Sunday we will welcome severa
members of the Sudanese commu-
nity who worship at Emmanuel Lu-
theran Church in High Point, friends
we made when working with Alice
Lawrence. Our crafts and music will
be from Africa. Our Bible Study
and discussions will look at Africa
and in particular the refugee crisis i
the Darfur region. On Monday and
Wednesday we will have singing
and, back by popular demand, the
chance to walk our backyard
labyrinth!

Our Summer Bible Workshop
event will conclude on Friday
evening, when we will attend a
Greensboro Grasshoppers baseball

)

>

game. The cost of the game depends

on your participation in the rest of
the work-shop: Attend all three
sessions and we will pay for your
ticket to the game plus pay for all
the food you can eat that night!
Come to two sessions and your cost
for the game, including food, will bg
$10; come to one session and youf
cost for the game, including food,
will be $15. If you want to just
come to the game, your cost will bg

$20 (you will still get all the
food you can eat)!

So join us. We will
worship together, sing
together, hear first-hand
stories from the Sudan,
break bread together, and
study the Bible together.
Sign up sheets are outside
Paul's office. Deposits can
be paid to Paul anytime.
Remember, this is not an
ordinary VBS. It is a Sum-
mer Bible Workshop!

Sunday, July 15
Worship Leaders:
The Friday Morning Men’s
Breakfast Group
Preachers: Wilbur Parrott,
John Nance, Mike Dorko
Music Leaders:
Jeannine Bailer and
Clif Karnes

Sunday, July 22

Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples

Music leaders:
Grace Barber (piano) and
Robin Doby

Sunday, July 29
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Music Leaders:
Grace Barber (piano) and
a guest musician

Sunday, August 5
Preacher & Worship Leader:
Julie Peeples
Music LeadersTBA
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational

United Church of Christ, we seek to
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
accepting God's call to be a true
community of love, compassion, and
nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, August 2
Publication: Wednesday, August 8

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

July 15, 2007
Deut. 30:9-14, Luke 10:25-37

July 22, 2007
Amos 8:1-12, Luke 10:38-42

July 29, 2007
Hosea 1:2-10, Luke 11:1-13

August 5, 2007
Hosea 11:1-11, Luke 12:13-21
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A Time to Say Thanks

This season brings
forth stories and
memories of he-
roes. With Memo-
rial Day a few
weeks past and
July 4" just cele-
brated, we tend to
recall those who displayed great
bravery, steadfastness and dedica
tion, as well we should. We hear of
those who fought so honorably in
the second World War, whose
stories we are beginning to lose; th
soldiers in Iraq who defied grave
danger to help keep a school full of
children safe; those who lost their
lives trying to retrieve the body of &
comrade. Those who ask the tough
guestions and demand accountabil
ity; those who take risks for peace.
Regardless of our opinions on the
current war, there are indeed count
less stories of courage and fortitudg
Many decry the seeming lack o
heroes these days while others poi
out that perhaps our heroes come i
less obvious, publicized forms.
Indeed there are everyday heroes,
those who manage to overcome
great obstacles to simply carve out
meaningful life. There are those

whose entire orientation is aimed at

helping others. There are those wh
face backlash simply for standing
up for what they believe, in the
workplace, in society, within their
families.

And of course there are heroes
here at Congregational. They can K
very quiet about what they do, so
we often find it easy to take them
for granted. It can be dangerous to
start naming names, since it could
be easy to leave one of these quiet
souls out by mistake. Still, we need
to be aware of, and grateful for,
those who do countless things to
enhance the life of this congregatig
and further our ministry. It is not
just a matter of keeping things

us to be a strong, inviting commu-
nity of faith. Plenty of places can
simply be decent institutions, but tg
be acommunitywell that takes
intentional effort.

So let me say thanks, and nudge
you to do the same, to some of our
quiet heroes: those who deal each
week, sometimes each day, with odr
church’s finances. Those who mak
our grounds look more like beauti-
ful gardens for all to enjoy. Those
who feel passionate about a need in
e the community or far beyond, and
who then care enough to get others
involved. Those who cook. Those
who stay and help clean up, even
when it wasn’t their group’s func-
tion. Those who have come a long,
long way on their journey and are
still eager to learn and grow. Those
who work with children. Those who
- are still children at heart and help
2. make things fun for the rest of us.

f Those who make it a regular prac-
nttice to cross those invisible bounda
n ries of age, race, orientation, length
of membership, to reach out to,
draw in, befriend others. Those whp
ask, “who can | be praying
afor/calling on?” Those who help
answer the phone and the door.

We have a lot of heroes around!

D In this season of remembering all
the “Capital H-Heroes,” let’s also
give thanks for the quieter, small-h
ones as well. You probably have
your own list. You may well be on
someone else’s. Thank you, thank

eyou.

We had a marvelous General
Synod in Hartford. Synods are part
family reunion, part business meet-
ing, and part celebration. This one
excelled in all categories, as the
gathered body made good efforts t
reach out to those who've felt over
looked or unwanted in light of past

n synod actions. (Go to ucc.org for
details of decisions.) And, the anni-
versary celebrations brought amaz
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maintained, it is a matter of helping
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ing speakers and performances.
Some of it was hard work, but still i
was good to be a part of it all. | am
grateful for the opportunity to be
there, and for all who helped keep
things running here. Thanks, too,
for your many kind notes upon our
return!! —Julie Peeples

Our Search Committee has been
working hard to find our new
Director of Music. We are now in
the process of conducting inter-
views, so please hold us and the
candidates in your prayers. Mem-
bers are: Tim Rains, chair, Lynn
Wright Kernodle, Grace Barber, Bil
Guill, Linda deShazo, Clif Karnes,
Stephanie Shoaf, Ruthann Wenger
and Sterling Whitener.

!
Beginning July 15, your mid-year
giving statements will be available

a point to pick up your statement
and save us mailing costs.

%
Luther and Phyllis Abbott,
Roberta Barrow, The Borum &
Matthews Families on the death
of Marvin Borum, Lauren
Brower, Harry Byrd (brother of
Margaret Byrd), Megan
Cannady, Evelyn Chamberlain,
Bob Crews (Cathy Wheeler’s
father), Susan Cromartie, Faye
Crutchfield, Beth Haunton
(friend of Lorie Tyson), Patsy
Hinson (friend of Debra
Hertlein), Jay Kinney, Beth
Kuoni, Amber McKinnon, Mary
Jo Pruett, Bill Smith, Barbara
Wagner (mother of Katharine
Martin), Matthew Wagoner
(grandson of Margaret
Wagoner), Wilbur Parrott’s

&

in the Fellowship Hall. Please make

D

father
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Updates from Gen
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With the largest attendance ever in

UCC General Synod (around 10,0Q0

total), the gathering in Hartford was
a unifying, joyful, worshipful ex-
perience. Irwin Smallwood and
Julie Peeples served as two of the
Southern Conference delegates,
with Paul Davis participating as
well. In addition to the outstanding
line-up of speakers for the 80
Anniversary “Synod in the City”
events, General Synod XXVI also
brought forth Samoan dancers, a
youth-inspired and led service,
music from around the world, an
amazing youth orchestra, rich use
symbols and liturgy, and even a
laser show (honoring UCC membe
and laser inventor Charles Townes

Among the business items the
delegates considered and acted up
were an effort to reverse the 2005
marriage equality resolution, a pro-
posal to change the composition of
synod to give every UCC church at
least one voting delegate, several
resolutions on immigration, anothe
dealing with NC’s own Smithfield
plant, and global warming.

For more information on each
of these, as well as downloads and
texts from the various speakers,
please visit www.ucc.org and go to
the link for synod.

Among the major conclusions
to the deliberations mentioned
above was the decision to take no
action on the marriage resolutions
(any reversal of the 2005 resolutior
was clearly going to be roundly
defeated; the “no action” vote was
intended to offer the proponents of

eral Synod XXVI

defeat than being voted down). The
attempt to change synod’s make-uj
was defeated, with a substitute
motion approved which strongly
urged the national structure and
indeed all levels of the UCC to
implement ways to strengthen the
ties between the national level and
8the local churches. The call for
humane treatment of immigrants
and for a more balanced and just
immigration policy passed almost
unanimously, as did the resolutiong
on global warming and Smithfield.
The resolution which had been
brought by a coalition of Southern
Conference churches, “Reaffirming
our Faith to Retain our Churches,”
was modified and passed. Again, for
a fuller picture of the business con-
ducted, refer to the website.
UCC’ers Bill Moyers, Barack
Obama, Lynn Redgrave, along witl]
f Harvard’s Peter Gomes and others|,
passionately urged the denomina-
tion to continue building on its
- strong and amazing heritage of liv-
ing out the gospel imperatives in
Obold and creative ways. In all, this
was an inspiring, Spirit-filled gath-
ering.

O
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A copy of our denomination's Pas-
toral Letter on Peace is available o
a table in the Fellowship Hall. Ther
is also a peace petition that you may
sign if you are interested. Alterna-
tively, you may electronically sign

an online petition at: www.ucc.org/
news/significant-speeches/a-

#

-
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A Message From Paul, Reading Challenge, Retreat

This past weekend
the "Live Earth"
concerts were held
around the world.
| did not watch
them, though they
were viewed at
our house. | am
not the rock n' roll fan, so | didn't
keep up with the buzz and the
criticisms (“save the world —yet
again” vs. “who do these rockers
think they are with their wasteful
lifestyles?”). | saw just one clip, of
New York City Mayor Bloomberg,
who in an interview took on the
notion that nothing substantial can
be done, therefore nothing should |
done: no one can complete a serio
project in just one step. One step
leads to another, and leads to an-
other. You have to take conserva-
tion one step at a time.

Indeed. On Sunday, July 1st,
our tire inflation volunteers checkeq
some twenty cars for proper tire
inflation. Many were spot on; some
tires were seriously under-inflated.
If every car had its tires properly in-
flated, overall mileage would im-
prove by 3-4%. We gave away
around one hundred compact fluo-
rescent light bulbs in April. If every
household installed just one bulb,
the overall energy savings would b
substantial.

| am a big believer in the posi-
tive things people can accomplish,
they just try. We may be born in
original sin, but there are things we
can do to make our lives and the

lives of those around us better. Can

we "offset” original sin? Why not
try?

The basic theme of General
Synod XXVI was that the U.C.C.
should be bold. In the past, at times
our denomination and our church
was bold. Peter Gomes had a funn
guote on this: our history is greater

greater than what we have yet
achieved. Our best years are yet tg
come. Therefore, we are called to K
bold in our faith. Lightbulbs? Tire
gauges? 26¢ donations to feed
people in Darfur? These acts are
steps. | pray that the "Live Earth"
concerts indeed will have a pro-
found effect on our world. | pray
that what we as members of this
church do will have a profound ef-
fect on our world. | believe they
will. —Paul Davis

+ , ! !
This summer, the CUCC Church
heLibrary is again sponsoring the
,sCongregational Adult Reading
Challenge. Here's how it works:
During the summer, read spiritual
non-fiction books, listen to un-
abridged spiritual non-fiction audio
books, or read the Bible (50 pages
of Bible reading counts as a book).
For every spiritual non-fiction book
you read, you can enter one ticket
our Congregational Adult Reading
Challenge raffle and have a chancsg
to win one of the following three
prizes:
An $80 credit at McKay's Book
Store
A $40 credit at McKay's
Or a beautiful CUCC t-shirt.
You can find out more about
the Reading Challenge at www.
if congregationalucc.com/education/r
adingChallenge.php, at the Library
Book Cart in the Fellowship Hall, o
you can talk with Clif Karnes.

U

than our past. Our ambitions are

+ , I- -
Our retreat will be September 28-
€30. Reservation sheets are located
outside Paul's office door. This is a
great opportunity to get away with

other members and friends of the
church, to relax, and to enjoy God's

wondrous creation. Do join us!

)

On Sunday, July 8, we welcomed
» into our congregation Bill and
Lesley Barker, and Karen Ritter.

n

We are pleased to announce the
birth of Hannah Renee Nance,
daughter of Jon Patrick and Marie
Nance, granddaughter of Martha
and John Nance, and great-

o granddaughter of Irene Fenn.

$ . ! '

Our sympathy goes to the Borum
family and the Matthews family on
the death of Marvin Borum on
Wednesday, July 11th.

'
Personal dishes are piling up in the
church kitchen — if any are yours,
please pick them up as soon as
possible. Thank you!

—Women'’s Fellowship

5, *‘ wg
|
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Expanding Our Healthcare Ministry

A big thank you goes to our new
Health Ministries
Committee: Julie
Peeples, Nancy
Glenz, Beth
Ashworth, Nancy
Prairie, Etta
Mullikin, Lib
Basham and John
Taylor. We met on June 7 to “braint
storm” options for expanding our
health care ministry. This was a
terrific meeting with a lot of great
ideas. Some of the ideas will be put
into action over the next several
months. Be sure to watch for these
exciting opportunities.
Expansion Of Nurse’s Drop-
In Hours: | will be available the
fourth Sunday of every month from
10:00 until 10:45 am in the Parlor.
Please come by if you have a
guestion, want your blood pressure
checked or just to say hello!
Health Care Interest Survey:
We need to hear from you! A
survey located by the church office
(and anywhere else | can get it into
your hands!) is available for your
input. Please complete and place in
the box provided.
lliness Prevention and Stress
Management: This offering will be
a part of the stewardship focus for
the fall.
Depression and AnxietyA

four-week class designed for anyone

who has a loved one with
depression, is experiencing

depression and/ or anxiety or has gn

interest in this topic. This class will
meet in the Parlor from 6:30 until
7:45 pm and is scheduled to begin
September 13.

Health Education—Focus on
Stroke: Be on the look out for great
information on this topic coming
soon in the newsletter, Fun Club
and at the Nurse’s Station.

Child Abuse Preventiorand
Parent Focus: Alcohol and Drug

Facts: Plans for these topics are
being made to include in the Fall
Supper Study schedule.
We are a ministry on the move]
I hope you will take advantage of
these growth opportunities.
Stay Well,
Charlotte Evans RN, MN,CN
Congregational Nurse

( 0+
Dear Congregational Members,
Luther and | are so thankful for you
cards, visits, and prayersspecially
the prayers, they mean so much.
Gratefully,
Luther and Phyllis Abbott

=

Thanks to those who volunteered
time and donated food for Higher
Ground in June: Anne Cary, Robin
Dorko, Henrietta Ingram, Cliff
Karnes, Kate Larson, Annette
Simmons, Charlie Stricklen,
Virginia Stricklen, and Ed Driver
(Greensboro Urban Ministry).
The next serving date at Highe
Ground for Congregational UCC is
July 24th. Please consider joining
us! For more information contact
Ishmael Whitfield (home: 434-792-
6707, catering/cell: 434-250-4364,
email: dancinchefish@msn.com).

=

A big thank you to all who served at
Potter's House recently: Grace
Barber, Margaret Byrd, Mike Dorko
Clif Karnes, Ralph and Ruthann
Wenger. Bill Smith expresses
special thanks to these individuals
for carrying on in his absence.

/! !

In our home. Small dogs only. Lots
of TLC and personal attention. No
cages! Call Sharon “The Spoiler” a
545-8142 or e-mail to tedsharon1@
aol.com.
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Our Southern Con

Drive Continues

Approximately $4,000 in congrega-
tional gifts is still needed to com-
plete our pledge to the Southern
Conference’s “Live the Vision”
campaign to raise $2 million in
capital funds to support denomina-
tional work within the conference
and associations.

Last fall your Church Council
voted to pay $15,000 of our $25,00
pledge to the campaign from in-
come derived from the Endowment
Fund, paid over a three-year perioc
That left $10,000 to be raised from
individual congregational gifts/
pledges, and a donor agreed to
match these gifts dollar-for-dollar
up to $5,000.

ference ‘Vision’

To date, individual gifts have
totaled about $1,000, leaving some
$4,000 to be raised. These gifts mg
be paid in full or over a three-year
period.

The “Live the Vision” funds
will be allocated for evangelism
(25%), leadership development
(30%), identity — God Is Still

0 Speaking (25%), and financial
development (20%). All are aimed
at future growth of existing UCC
churches and new church starts

" within the Southern Conference,
which includes all of North Caroling
and Tidewater Virginia.

y
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