BI-WEEKLY ISSUE

AUGUST 29, 2007

Wednesday Supper Study Returns

September 12:

Report from New Orleans

Join us as the participants in the
mission trip share their stories,
pictures and observations.
Menu: Cajun Food

September 19:

GCAP: Guilford County AIDS
Partnership

What's happening in our county?
Where are people with HIV/AIDS
finding help? Come and learn.
Menu: Lasagna

September 26:

Sharing Faith Stories

What experiences have helped
shape your faith journey? Who hay|
been important mentors? Where
have you experienced God at work]
in your life? Come, listen to the
stories of others, and learn helpful
ways to share your story.

Menu: Covered Dish

October 3:

Justice at Smithfield

The UCC General Synod in June
passed a resolution calling for
justice for workers at the Smithfield
plant in North Carolina. Workers
there tell of abuse, dangerous
conditions, and other problems.
Jocleen McCall of the NC Council
of Churches will be our speaker.
Menu: Middle Eastern Restaurant

October 10:

Protecting Yourself From Scams

And ID Theft

Each year over 25 million
Americans, most of them elderly,
become the victims of scam artists
Bob Boyd from Senior Resources ¢
Guilford will teach us what we neeg
to know about this problem, and
also share with us the good work o
Senior Resources.
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Menu: Chicken Pie

October 17:

Political Forum

There are 32 candidates for city
positions alone. Come hear what
some of these men and women ha
to say! NOTE: Supper will begin
earlier, at 5:30 pm.

Menu: Lasagna

October 24:

China (Tentative)

What do citizens of Zicentury
USA need to know? Sterling
Whitener and Jamie Anderson will
explore myths and realities.
Menu: Covered Dish

October 31:

Happy Halloween!

No program; stay home and give o
treats!

November 7 & 14:
Programs pending.

General Supper Study
Information

- Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3

- Reservations are required and ar
due by noon on Tuesday.

- Make reservations by indicating
your interest on the Attendance
Pad in worship or by calling or e-
mailing the church office.

- There is no charge for Covered
Dish meals and no reservations
are required.
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- Child care is always provided.
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational

United Church of Christ, we seek to
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
accepting God's call to be a true
community of love, compassion, and
nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, Sept. 7
Publication: Wednesday, Sept. 12

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

September 2, 2007
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 9, 2007
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1-21

Luke 14:25-33
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A New Orleans Reflection

It was such a
little thing, really.
A white, plastic
rosary, the kind
usually given to a
child. But there it
was, dangling
over a long-
unused faucet sticking out of the
front of the house, nearly covered
up by a big bushy weed claiming
much of the space in front of it.
Beyond the brick fagade of the front
of the small house there was little
else. This home, next door to the
one our crew was working on, had
been gutted with only the wood
beams, roof, and foundation remain-
ing. And one decaying wall with the
water mark still clearly visible two
years after Katrina had done her
worst. Two years after it swept
away a home, a life, nearly all but
this little plastic string of beads. It
was the only reminder that actual
human beings with full lives and
passionate interests — and active
faith — had once resided there.

| could not stop wondering. Had
this rosary once been fingered by 3
young child? Had it in years past
been a source of comfort, a tangiblg
reminder of the One from whom all
life begins? And where was that
child now? Houston? Baton Rouge[?
Greensboro? Some way over-priced
apartment in New Orleans crowded
in with too many other relatives? Of
worse, had she not survived at all?

The questions kept rolling
through my mind. What had hap-
pened to her faith? Had her God,
like the white prayer beads, been
left behind? Was her young, bud-
ding faith now washed away, or
were there those around her who
would help her? But with what?
Understanding? How does one
begin to understand such devasta-
tion: nearly 1500 dead, 250,000
homeless, tens of thousands dis-

placed, waiting to return home, and
much of it caused by human error?
Did others help her sense that God
had not abandoned her, even as th
reality dawned upon so many that
those with the power and authority
to help had done just that? How
would the events of two years ago,
and all that had and had not taken
place since, affect the rest of her
years?

She will continue to haunt me,
that faceless owner of the little
white, plastic rosary. | will hold her
in my prayers, prayers for a life tha
finds new strength, courage, joy an
love in spite of adversity. And, if
needed, new faith. That gradual,
grace-filled journey of discovering
the God who cries with us, walks
with us, carries us, pushes us, re-
news our hope as on eagle's wings
when we think all hope has washeg
away on a ten-foot wall of water.
And I will do whatever | can to add
my voice to that of so many others
who demand better: better account
ability, better levees, better plans,
better funding. It should never have
happened to that little child. We
cannot sit by and allow it to happen
again. Julie Peeples

Our sympathy goes to Margaret
Byrd and family on the death of
Margaret's brother, Harry, on
Wednesday, August 22nd.
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Fall Christian
Education Fair

Join us on Sun-
day, September
9th, for a Chris-
= T tian Education

] Fair in the Fel-

v 4 lowship Hall
‘ ‘ following wor-
ship. Our teach-

ers and leaders will be present,
hoping to sign you up to participate
in some of our many fine programs
from Supper Study to small groups
A brochure will be available next
week, so stay tuned!

o #
In the past 17 years, this ecumenic
school has welcomed participants
from a wide variety of faith organi-
zations who are seeking renewal fg
their leadership, life-giving alterna-
tives in the work-place, and creativ
structures to serve our community
and help shape our future in accor
dance with God's dream for the
world. They offer courses such as
Servant Leadership, Spiritual Ac-
tivism, Nonviolent Communication,
and The Enneagram. Other special
events include a special Saturday
series on Spiritual Practices and ar
Advent Retreat at Mepkin Abbey.
For more details and to see all of
their offerings, go to their website,
www.servantleadergreensboro.com
or see the flier posted outside Paulls
office.

=

D

$ % &

It is way past time for you to sign
up for The All Church Retreat at
Blowing Rock Conference Center,
which will take place September 28
30. The deadline, though, is this
Sunday, September 2nd. Forms ar
posted outside Paul's office.
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Update from Darfur Action

Many of you may have seen last
week that the UN has authorized a
peacekeeping force for Darfur. The
Sudanese government has not
formally authorized their deploy-
ment into Sudan, but there appeard
to be some movement.

Locally our Dear Sudan:2007 -
Save a Life for a Year campaign
continues. As of this date we have
collected $2,641.62. $1,000.00 of
this total was contributed during
Tim Nonn's visit and sent to UCC
for distribution to CWS. This total
is enough money to help feed forty
five refugees for a year.

Let's keep up the good work.

—Ralph Wenger
Board of Christian Service

It's time to participate in our annual
school supplies collection to benefi
various service groups in the
community. Please place donations
in the box in the Narthex which is
marked “School Supplies.” Checks
will also be accepted if you prefer
(please write “School Supplies” on
the memo line). Suggested dona-
tions: crayons, #2 pencils, glue
sticks, boxes of Kleenex, baby
wipes, wide-ruled notebook paper,
erasers for tops of pencils, zippere

plastic pencil pouches, plastic pengi

boxes, highlighters, spiral note-
books, hand sanitizer, school
scissors, wooden and clear rulers,
black/white "marble" composition
books, post-it notes, index cards,

[
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and backpacks (in $10 range).

&
As you shop for groceries, please
remember to pick up an extra box ¢r
two of quick-cook oatmeal (18
ounces; not individual envelopes) §
part of CUCC's ongoing commit-
ment to Greensboro Urban Ministry.
You may leave it in the church
kitchen and the Board of Christian
Service will see to it that it is
delivered.
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Mark Your Calendars, Expressions of Appreciation

The Women'’s Fellowship Salad
Supper is Monday, September 10,
2007 at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

- Memorials and Honors will be
presented by Julie Peeples and
Dorothy Ballinger.

- The annual business meeting wil
be held.

- The Women'’s Fellowship
Yearbook will be distributed.

We look forward to seeing you all gt

the meeting.

) % % %*%%
LIVING: In Spite of Depression,
Thursdays, 6:30 to 8:00 pm,
September 20th through October
11th (note change in start date),
CUCC Parlor. To sign up, contact
Charlotte at 549-8814 or Judy in th
church office at 274-5378 or
office@congregationalucc.com.
' % %
The next meeting of our boards an

council will be Tuesday, Septembef

25, beginning at 6:45 for a time of

prayer. Boards meet at 7:00, Churgh

Council at 8:15.

+ ]

Luther & Phyllis AbbottRoberta
Barrow, Lauren Brower, Megan
Cannady, Lena Mae Caveness,
Evelyn Chamberlain, Bob Crews
(Cathy Wheeler's father), Susan
Cromartie, Faye Crutchfield,
Beth Haunton (Lorie Tyson’s
friend), Patsy Hinson (Debra
Hertlein’s friend), Jay Kinney,
Amber McKinnon, Fran Miller
(David Miller's mother), Millie
Muskovin, Barbara Wagner
(Katharine Martin’s mother),
Matthew Wagoner (Margaret
Wagoner’s grandson), Wilbur
Parrott’'s father

Will you be
among
the 100,000?
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Dear Paul,

At the General Synod in June,
you and thousands of other UCC
members and clergy heard the
Collegium's pastoral letter in oppo-
sition to the war in Iraqg. If you were
moved by the emotion of the audi-
ence that day, | am hoping you will
be moved to take action today to
end five years of bloodshed.

The United Church of Christ
has launched a new anti-war
campaign website, 100,000 People
for Peace. The goal of the campaig
is to gather 100,000 petition signa-
j tures by October 7, World Com-
munion Day. | plan to take these
100,000 names with me to Wash-
ington, D.C., and present them — i
person — as our unified call for
peace to leaders of Congress and
members of the Administration.

So far, we have about 8,600
signatures, so we have a long, long
way to go in only 45 days. If we arg
successful, this will be the largest
online advocacy campaign ever
attempted by the UCC, representin
a total participation equal to nearly
one-tenth of our denominational
membership.

Every signature we collect is
critically important. Please help us
reach our goal by signing the peti-
tion today.

Sincerely,

D

General Minister and
President

The Rev. John H. Thomas

Dear Paul,

On behalf of the Disaster
Response Ministry of South Centr
Conference of the United Church o
Christ, | wish to thank you and all
members of your group for spend-
ing last week with us in New
Orleans. Your group was terrific!
We thank each of you for your
willingness to volunteer, for all your
hard work, and for helping us move
forward with the recovery of New
Orleans.

We are grateful for the thoughtg
and prayers coming our way from
NC and hope that you will continue
to keep us in your prayers and con
sideration for future mission trips.

Peace,
The Rev. Alan Coe
Min. of Disaster Recovery

b

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Black Lake
Retreat Center Board of Directors,
thank you very much for your donat

O tion of $200 in our time of critical
need. We sincerely appreciate the
gift and your generosity.

Black Lake Retreat Center
offers a place of retreat and spiritud
renewal to persons of all ages and
levels of faith development. Your
support of Black Lake helps us con
tinue and develop our ministry herg
at the Retreat Center.

May God bless you.

Together in Christ,

D

United Church of Christ

Tom Benedict, Exec. Dir
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Fundraising Events, Helping Children

“Art of Living” Art, Pottery &
Holiday Gift Auction

Benefiting the Mental Health
Association in Greensboro

Saturday, November 10, 2007
6:30-9:00 pm
Foundation Place
330 S. Greene Street, Greensboro

Tickets: $25

Do your holiday “shopping” at this
festive Silent and Live Auction
Benefit featuring original art and
pottery, theater and sports tickets,
restaurant gift certificates, vacation
escapes, gift baskets, unique stock
ing stuffers, great food and great
music.
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Saturday, September 22 « 8:30 am
Southwick Golf Course
Graham, NC

Captain’s Choice « $160/team
Additional opportunity to help:
Sponsor a hole for $50

As a new church start, Grace con-
tinues to raise funds in order to

sustain their ministry. Please con-
sider placing a team or teams in the
tournament as a means of support.

Registration forms are posted on the with them face-to-face about local

board outside the office. Call Grace
United Church of Christ at 336-226}
0928 for more information.
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By Shelley Mobley, LFS Carolinas
“I sought the Lord and he answered
me; he delivered me from all my
fears.” - Psalm 34:4
Every day, children in our

communities are exposed to vio-
lence. As responsible adults, we dd
all we can to protect children but
whether they see a fight between

% %

“good guys and bad guys” in a
movie or hear about terrorist attack]
on the news, children are bound to
encounter the idea of violence.

It is important for us to realize
that children need our help to unde

stand and process what they see anc

hear. First, find out what your chil-
dren understand about violence by
monitoring the television and mov-
ies they watch and asking them
guestions such as, “How did seeing
those people fight make you feel?”
or “What have you been hearing
about on the news?”

Listen to your children as they

share their apprehensions and sadt

ness about violent events, affirm
their feelings, and share your own
sadness for the people who were
hurt or killed and their families. Re-
assure them that they are safe and
that their parents, schools, and na-
tion are taking steps to ensure thei
safety. Take active steps such as
praying together for victims of vio-
lence, writing letters to soldiers and

donating supplies to relief agencies.

This will help children combat the
feeling of helplessness that often
accompanies violent events.

Try to limit your children’s ex-
posure to TV coverage of violent
events. Instead, gently communica

and global incidents. It is better for
them to learn about what is hap-
pening from you than to see grue-
some images on the news.

Be aware that changes in
sleeping, eating or mood may be
signs that your child is having diffi-
culty coping with traumatic events
and that these symptoms may occl
weeks or even months later. If thes
problems persist beyond a week o]
two you may want to consider
seeking professional help.

For more information about the
effects of violence on children, visit

[72)
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WWW.Nnccev.org.

(From a poem by Mary Oliver)

Led by Robin Dorko
Found of Spirit...Rest

Saturday, September 22
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Healing Ground
728 Penns Grove Road
Summerfield, NC 27358
healingground.org

$85 (includes lunch, snacks,
beverages)
$75 (before September 12)

i Group circle time to share
and listen

I Quiet time to write, read,
meditate, play, pray, nap,
walk the labyrinth

I Opportunity for chair
massage

i Time to tend your soul
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At Work in New Orleans
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Two Years Later - Still Much to Be Done
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Welcome, Isa!

As a result of our careful, thorough
search process, we have called Isa
Dollyhigh to be our new Director of
Music.

Isa brings a wealth of experi-
ence in choral music, in addition to
her warm, engaging personality.

With a bachelor's degree in
voice performance and a master's i
music, her experience includes
serving as a church choir director,
voice teacher, soloist, and she is
also actively involved in music
outreach programs in a variety of
settings. With Isa’s assistance, we
will be hiring an accompanist in the
very near future. The search com-
mittee and the choir are excited to
have Isa become part of our music
ministry and our congregation!

Isa will begin working with the
chancel choir on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5 at 7:30, and will offer a
solo in worship on Sunday, Septem
ber 9.

Anyone interested in joining

the choir is encouraged to come!
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Ed Taylor

John Nance

Fred Cromartie

Evelyn Chamberlain
Fran Ditto

Kate Larson

Jacob Smallwood-Garcia
Beth Hoagland

Isaac Prairie

Lauren Brower (Lambert)
Amy Maddox Lancaster
Austin Lane

Jay Harder

Tony Phillips-Macy
Margaret Wagoner

Ted Fields

Evelyn Ridge

Audrey Parker

Pam Aldridge

Becky Taylor Elias




