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Support the Vision

Sunday will culminate our Steward-

ship Week at church, with a covered |

dish luncheon and a Stewardship
Fair. We will have a slide program
and a host of speakers, all of whon
will tell us why they are passionate
about our church. It might be our
choir, it might be how accepting we
are of new people, it might be the
sermons, it might be our programs.
Regardless, it is that passion we
share, and on Sunday we will share
it. So please join us for worship, for
the covered dish meal, and for a
passionate look at our church!

The Stewardship Committee hgs be accepted:

prepared a brochure illustrating
projected income and expenses fof
2008 that will be available this Sun
day. For example, did you know for
$793 you can "sponsor" the church
operations—utilities, salaries, mis-
sions, candles, and communion—

for one day? You will find this and

more interesting facts in the Support

the Vision 2008 brochure.
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Pledge Sunday will be on
November 11 and pledge cards wil
be available beginning the first

week in November. That Sunday we addresses, phone numbers, e-mail

will join together in bringing our
pledges—our hopes and dreams—|
forward to be dedicated in worship.
Please give due consideration to
what excites you about our church,
and what you can do to Support the
Vision.

Sunday, November 4th
12:30 to 2:00 pm
$30 for flu; $45 for pneumonia

The following insurance plans will

Aetna,

Partners

Secure Horizons
UHC

Secure Horizons PHS
Humana Gold Choice
Medicare Part B

Mark your calendars now and sign
up in the Fellowship Hall!

As part of publishing a new church
pictorial directory, we need current
data on all members. Members of
the Board of Deacons have agreed
to get this data from our members
and friends, and will be in touch
with all of you over the next severa
days, to make sure we have names

addresses and birthdays correct.
This is most important!

If you had your picture taken
you may have already given us this
information; but if you did not have
your picture taken, we will be

calling you! Thanks!
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational

United Church of Christ, we seek to
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
accepting God's call to be a true
community of love, compassion, and
nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, Nov. 9
Publication: Wednesday, Nov. 14

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

October 28, 2007
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy
4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14

November 4, 2007

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Ps. 119:137-144; 2
Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10
November 11, 2007

Hag. 1:15b—2:9; Ps. 145:1-5, 17-21;
2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38
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Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
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 Higher Ground

e and many more . . .
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Finding Water in the Drought

As | write this,
rain has finally
arrived, coming
down hard enough
to at least give the
shrubs and brown
lawns a decent
drink. We'll no
doubt be hearing that it isn’'t nearly
enough to end the drought, but for
now it is a welcome event.
The overcast skies make the
evidence of fall's arrival more ap-

parent. Leaves on some trees actur

ally are turning to gold and red
rather than just drying up and fallin
to the ground. And perhaps it is my
imagination, but it looks as though
the bushes and trees and vines arg
lifting up their leaves and branches
to take in as much of the falling
moisture as possible.

A wise local farmer recently
shared his number one rule for sus
tainable farming, for being a good
steward of the environment: “Don’t
just do something, stand there.” He
went on to explain the crucial im-
portance of being a good observer,
of watching the chickens and the
pigs, paying attention to the soil an
the growing things, to see what the
need most. Living things will tell
you what they need to thrive, he we
saying.

How about you? Are you get-
ting what you need to thrive? What
is feeding you — feeding your soul
— these autumn days? Don't just d
something, stand there. In the mids
of the full schedule, the challenging
deadlines and the serious responsi
bilities, stop a while. Look around
and see the leaves changing, the
cloud formations that bring both
shade and sun. How is the Holy Or
who gave you life trying now to
feed your spirit? Are you allowing
that to happen, making space for
whatever gifts are being offered, in
whatever form?
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To be surprised by such grace
not unlike being surprised by a
much-needed rain. When you sud-
denly recognize it for what it really
is, you want to soak it in just like

the trees and plants take in the watﬁr

droplets. Sometimes we get stuck i
drought and forget what grace can
feel like, stop looking for it, antici-
pating (and therefore seeing) noth-
ing more than, well, more drought.
Yet as Matthew’s gospel reminds
us, we have only to look at the

birds, the flowers, to remember that
a gracious God feeds them, cause$

them to thrive, without any anxiety,
worry, or overachievement on their
part. How much more so are we fe
sustained.

So stop, stand there, or sit a
while, and take a look. Keep look-
ing. Chances are extremely high
you'll discover more than a few rea
sons to give thanks. And giving
thanks is a real drought-buster.
Gratitude has a way of softening uf
the ground to receive what is need;s
for life to become more than an
effort to survive.

The rain has slackened a bit.
But the bird singing outside the
window seems confident there is
more to come. Julie Peeples
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Special Worship Services, Supper Study

The next meeting of our boards and _

All worship is special, of course,
but we are entering the season of
extra-special events and services,
and we want to call your attention tp
them.

This Sunday, October 28th,
Paul will be preaching on the topic
of Stewardship and gratitude. Fol-
lowing worship we will have our
Stewardship Fair Luncheon.

All Saint's Day will be cele-
brated on November 4. On that day
we will honor the memory of those
who died this past year in a procest
sion of our "Saints" banner, as well
as honor those people who were a
part of our lives and who have died
(our "Bell" banner, which is in Fel-
lowship Hall and on which you may
pin a bell in memory of your own
"saint"). The worship service will
begin with a beautiful sung introit
by the children, led by Sarah
Downey. Carol Rauch, harpist, will
play a processional froifhe Plan-
ets (Jupiterby Gustav Holtz. The
Chancel Choir will be joined by

council will be Tuesday, November
27, beginning at 6:45 pm for a time
of prayer. Boards will meet at 7:00,
council at 8:15.

October 31: Happy Halloween!

No program; stay home and give
out treats!

November 7:Justice at Smithfield

The UCC General Synod in June
passed a resolution calling for
justice for workers at the
Smithfield plant in North

Carolina. Workers there tell of
abuse, dangerous conditions, and
other problems. Jocleen McCall
of the NC Council of Churches
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Evan Thee, oboist, and Carol will be our speaker. + # |
Rauch, in the beautiful John Rutter|  Menu: Middle Eastern Restaurant !
Anthem"The Lord is my Shepherd.
This is always a very moving November 14: Hospice I
service of worship. .
November 11th is Stewardship| ~ What it's all about, how they can
Sunday and it will be "rung in" by help. Lou Wallace will be with us. - TIbEE L inE
the premiere of the CUCC Handbell Menu: Chicken Pie - ’ 6/233 ’405233
Choir pI_aying"Amazing Grace'as % + 783233 65233
an Introit from the balcony. The General Information 999 513233
Chancel Choir will sing the anthem : [
"What Shall | Renderb%/ Allen + Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3 --&& . 17;2233:-;3 43%293;3
Pote as their special music to add 10 . Reservations are required and are %! + 143233 999
the beautiful theme of the dgy. At due by noon on Tuesday. $ 5 %< 133233 999
the end of the service we will invite _ o 999 414233
everyone to come forward with thejr - Make reservations by indicating =% + 2 999 453233
p|edge CardS, to make their Offering your interest on the Attendance ! .0,3/4233 .>,76>233
and to receive prayer. Pad in worship or by calling or e-
Looking farther into the future, mailing the church office. m#S
the RutteiGloria will be sung - % &L
: : - There is no charge for Covered
during worship on December 16, Dish meals. but glease make a ; % .45,66>23> .4/4,0662>7
accompanied by a brass quintet. reservation. ?& .67082/> .4>4,37/21>
This is THE place to be on Sun} ' & <@ 'A .16,83/203 .13,58>24(
days, and we hope you will join us!| - Child care is always provided.
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Update on the Peace Letter, CWU, Mental Health Assn.

A number of CUCC folks signed
the Pastoral Letter for Peace in Iraq
disseminated throughout the de-
nomination. This letter, which
originated with the top leadership of
the UCC, was signed by 64,000 in-|
dividuals. On Wednesday, October|
10, General Minister and President|
John Thomas, along with Executive
Minister for Justice and Witness
Ministries Linda Jaramillo, (pic-
tured above) presented the petition
to members of Congress, who ac-
cepted the letter and signatures.
Their attempt to deliver it to the
White House was denied, and the
two were arrested for refusing to
leave a no-protest zone. After pay-

ing a small fine, they were released.

Rev. Thomas expressed deep
gratitude for all who signed the let-
ter and offered their prayers and
support. For more information, go
to the UCC website, www.ucc.org.
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North Raleigh UCC is now
Umstead Park United Church of
Christ, and the congregation will
hold a service of dedication for thei
new, permanent home, on Sunday[

November 4. This Open and Af-
firming congregation was finally
received into the Eastern Associa-
tion as a UCC congregation severd|
years ago after a prolonged, and at
times contentious, struggle within
the association and conference.
They warmly welcome all to come
and celebrate with them. A recep-
tion will follow, dress is casual.

The church is located at 8208
Brownleigh Drive in Raleigh, not
far from RDU airport.
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As you may have noticed, the City
of Greensboro has begun work on
the water lines in the church
neighborhood. While work is in
progress to improve the existing
pipes, water is being provided from
temporary, alternate pipelines laid
alongside the curbs on each side of
the street. There are also a numbe
of openings in the street to access
the water mains for maintenance.
All are cautioned to watch their step
and avoid the work areas as much
possible.
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On Friday morning, November 2,
Church Women United will meet at
Holmes Grove United Methodist
Church, 1100 Alamance Church
Road, for its annual celebration of
World Community Day.

as

“Embracing Justice Under

God’s Tent” is this year’s theme and

it will focus on the issues of justice
and peace in our global society as
they relate to the plight of refugees
According to Church World
Service, there are more than
35,000,000 refugees in the world
today—people who have been
forced to leave their homes becaug
of religious or political persecution,
war, famine, or natural disasters.
This program will look at Biblical
examples of displacement and at
how our faith should inform our
actions today.

The meeting will begin with
registration and coffee at 9:30 am;
the program will start at 10:00.

Come! Learn! Join us as we
search for ways that we, as
individuals, can act responsibly as
we give aid to those affected by thi
crisis.

Call Eileen Stirling, 852-0170,
if you have questions for need
transportation.

“Art of Living” Art, Pottery &
Holiday Gift Auction

Benefiting the Mental Health
Association in Greensboro

Saturday, November 10, 2007
6:30-9:00 pm
Foundation Place
330 S. Greene Street, Greensboro

Tickets: $25

Do your holiday “shopping” at this
festive Silent and Live Auction
Benefit featuring original art and
pottery, theater and sports tickets,
restaurant gift certificates, vacation
escapes, gift baskets, unique stock
ing stuffers, great food and great
music.
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Piano Recital, Volunteers, Vote Smart, Veterans

Amy Maier will be performing a
solo piano recital on Sunday,
November 11th at 1:30 pm in the
UNCG School of Music Recital
Hall. All of us are welcome to
attend and hear Amy perform.

The Volunteer Department at Mose
Cone Hospital is in need of volun-
teers. Hospital volunteers are util-
ized in a wide variety of areas.
Some examples of service areas
include mail delivery, patient visi-
tation, assisting with patient dis-
charges, serving at information
desks, shuttle services, and ground
keeping, to name just a few. If you
are interested in volunteering,
please contact the Volunteer Ser-
vices Department at 832-8145 or
832-7299. On-line applications can
be accessed at the Moses Cone
website: www.mosescone.com.
Click on “For Volunteers.”

Friday, October 26th

Guilford College
5800 West Friendly Avenue

10:00 am to 4:00 pm - Presenta-
tions on the hour & half hour

Project Vote Smart’s National
Bus Tour is coming to Greensboro,
delivering the Voter’s Self-Defense
System.

Visitors to their bus will begin
their experience by watching a sho
video in our movie theatre. You will
then be able to use a laptop com-
puter to learn first hand about the
different methods you can use to
research political candidates and
your current elected officials.

Get the facts, not the spin:

s#
By Gary Kirkbride, LFS Carolinas

Coming home from war can bg
a difficult experience for veterans.
Soldiers who experience combat a
often changed in ways that most
civilians cannot comprehend. In a
recent study conducted by the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco
and the San Francisco VA Medical
Center, it was found that 31 percen
of soldiers returning from Iraq be-
tween 2001 and 2005 were diag-
nosed with mental health and/or
psychosocial challenges. The most
common diagnoses include post
traumatic stress disorder, anxiety
disorder, adjustment disorder, de-
pression and substance abuse disd
der.

S

Many soldiers return with war
injuries- from lost limbs to blind-
ness to brain damage and countleg
other disabilities that can make eve
simple, everyday tasks incredibly
difficult. Often such injuries make
finding and maintaining
employment nearly impossible.

Even soldiers who return with-
out health issues frequently find it
difficult to return to their “normal”

't pre-war life. They may meet with
incomprehension and even fear an
anger from their friends, families or
other civilians. And yet, these are
the men and women who have
willingly put their lives on the line
for their country. While civilians
may not be able to fully understand

www.votesmart.org.

sacrificed for their country, you can
show them the respect they deserv
and accept them with the loving,
open arms of Christ.

On November 11, millions of
people across the U.S. will celebra
Veteran’'s Day. There are many
ways you can take part in honoring
our veterans, this day and any othg

D
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Write a veteran a thank-you
note, or send a letter to an
entire Veteran’'s of Foreign
War or American Legion post

Write a letter to a soldier
currently serving in the Middle
East

Talk to your children about
who veterans are, what they d
and what their service means
to our country

O
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If you would like more infor-
mation on how you can support vet
erans visit www.vfwfoundation.org.
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Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Libby
Bowles, Lauren Brower,
Megan Cannady, Evelyn
Chamberlain, Bob Crews
(Cathy Wheeler's father),
Susan Cromatrtie, Faye
Crutchfield, Winnie Elliott,
Jessica Ellisor (Teresa Earle’s
niece), Kaye Gardiner (Midge
Rasey’s daughter), Beth
Haunton (Lorie Tyson’s
friend), Jay Kinney, Lawrence
Lambert, Fran Miller (David
Miller's mother), Millie
Muskovin, Flake Shaw (Milton
Shaw’s brother), Barbara
Wagner (Katharine Martin’s
mother), Matthew Wagoner
(Margaret Wagoner’s
grandson), Wilbur Parrott’s
fathel

r-

what veterans have endured and
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400 West Radiance Drive
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New to the s
$ CcucCcC Famlly 4 James Brewer
& “We welcome you with joy ...” The 5 Olav Rueppell
% ¥ following members were joined 6 Marjorie Liles
with us in mission on Sunday, 8 Roger Gibbs
October 7 Sarah Rice

] B Lewis Duckworth
‘ enny erggren Brooks Truitt

Maggie Effird My
Isa Dollyhigh 9 Lynn Wright-Kernodle

Jorge Guerra 11 Becky Bulla

“ Travis Phillips-Macy
=) 13 Mary Burch
. 14 Don Bright
20 Bryan Jenkins
Lawrence Lambert

22 Milton Shaw
24 Jude Grayer
27 Cindy Caviness Cole

Jeff Langston
28 Ruthann Wenger




