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Worship Schedule 
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.  
 
Our Mission 
As people of Congregational United 
Church of Christ, we seek to witness 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting 
God's call to be a true community of 
love, compassion, and nurture.  
 
Visitors 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a warm, welcoming 
congregation that is always happy to 
receive visitors. To help you feel as 
comfortable and at-home as possible 
when you visit us, we've put together 
some information on what the 
Congregational experience is like — 
how to get to the church, what to 
wear (which is pretty much anything 
you'd like), nursery and Sunday 
school hours, and more. For details, 
check out our Visitor Page at our 
website: www.congregationalucc.com/ 

about/visitors.php. 
 
Our Next Newsletter 
Deadline:  Friday, Dec. 7 
Publication:  Wednesday, Dec. 12 

News and events can be sent to 
office@ congregationalucc.com. 

Can’t wait for news? Check out the 
Congregational UCC web site at 
www.congregationalucc.com.  It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively, 
and available 24 hours. 
 
Lectionary Readings 

December 2, 2007  
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

December 9, 2007  
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
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Advent Workshop This Sunday 
Join us this Sunday, December 2nd, 
from 4:30 to 6:30 pm as we light the 
church outdoor Christmas tree, sing 
carols and enjoy hot chocolate and 
cookies on the front porch. There 
will be crafts for everyone and child 
care will be provided. Heavy hors 
d’oeuvres will be available. 
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This Sunday, December 2nd, we 
will be receiving our special 
offering for Neighbors in Need, one 
of the five official offerings in the 
United Church of Christ. Funds 
received will be used to support a 
variety of efforts around the country 
aimed at helping people find their 
way out of poverty, recover from 
disasters, and rebuild lives. 
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For our special Christmas music, 
the CUCC Chancel Choir will pre-
sent John Rutter’s Gloria during 
morning worship on December 
16th. The Gloria is sung in Latin 
(using the text from the Ordinary of 
the Mass) and is a seventeen minute 
work in three movements that will 
be accompanied by a ten piece in-
strumental ensemble consisting of 
three trumpets, three trombones, one 
horn, percussion, timpani and organ 
as well as some guest singers join-
ing the choir. 

Please make plans to be there 
and bring at least two friends to hear 
the music during worship. Your 
presence is needed! The choir and 
instrumentalists are spending many 
hours to ready this work. You are an 
important part of this! 

Note: Because we expect many 
guests for this event, please park at 
Leon’s Style Salon. 
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Need a break from the piped in 
Christmas music and the elbows of 
too many shoppers frantically 
hunting a bargain? Wondering if 
there’s a way to recover some of the 
quiet beauty of the season? Join us 
for our third annual Blue Christmas 
service on Wednesday December 19 
at 7:00 pm. The music will be calm 
and inspiring, the words kept to a 
minimum, the setting peaceful. 
Come join us, and if you know of 
others who may also appreciate this 
special service, invite them to come 
along.  
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The labyrinth, a circular path for 
quiet walking meditation, is an an-
cient prayer tradition.  Our congre-
gation has had opportunities to en-
joy this peaceful, meditative experi-
ence in recent years in various set-
tings. This Advent, Robin Dorko 
will be bringing in a labyrinth and 
facilitating labyrinth walks on Sun-
day, December 9th from 4:30 to 
6:00 pm, and again on Wednesday, 
December 19th before the Blue 
Christmas service, from 5:30 to 
7:00 pm. This is a simple, wonder-
ful way to rediscover a calm center 
in the midst of the busy season.  For 
more information, contact Robin 
Dorko at 852-8998.  
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400 West Radiance Drive  
Greensboro, NC 27403 
Phone: 336-274-5378/274-0838 
Fax: 336-370-0297 
Web: www.congregationalucc.com 
 
Rev. Julie Peeples 
Senior Pastor 
julie@congregationalucc.com 

Rev. William C. Smith 
Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Paul Davis 
Minister for Christian Education 
paul@congregationalucc.com 

Ms. Isa Dollyhigh 
Director of Music 
isa@triad.rr.com 

Ms. Amy Maier 
Organist 
aemaier@uncg.edu 

Ms. Charlotte Evans 
Congregational Nurse 
opendoornc@aol.com 
Drop-In Hours: 4th Sun. of the month 
                        10:00-11:00 am 
Home Visits: Thursdays 

Ms. Sarah Downey 
Director of Children's Music 
Bella A Cappella 
sarahdowney81@hotmail.com 

Ms. Regina Hayes 
Nursery Director 
regi.hay@gmail.com 

Ms. Judy Page 
Office Manager 
office@congregationalucc.com 
Office Hours:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday 

Ministries 
• Bible Study 
• Children & Adult Choir 
• Handbell Choir 
• Youth Programs 
• Women's Fellowship 
• Adult Fun Club 

Outreach Programs 
• Greensboro Urban Ministry 
• Mobile Meals 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Potter’s House 
• Higher Ground 
• and many more . . . 
 

Congregational News is published by 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 

Greensboro, North Carolina 
 

So we have come 
once again to the 
last and the first. 
We are entering 
the last month of 
the year. The 
“end-of-2007” 
reviews and 

“best-of” lists will be appearing on 
magazine stands everywhere, with 
predictions for 2008 cropping up 
soon after.  

But for the Christian church, of 
course, this is the first season, the 
beginning of the year, liturgically 
speaking. Advent marks a new be-
ginning, a new season. 

In an odd way, it is appropriate 
that both occur at the same time, 
overlapping, the last and the first, 
the end and the beginning. To be 
sure, some things will go un-
changed: we’ll do too much and eat 
too much and maybe spend too 
much, too. There’ll be the recurring 
debates about people in public set-
tings saying “Happy Holidays” vs. 
“Merry Christmas.” Still, something 
will be different. We are not pre-
cisely the same person we were this 
time last year. Some of us have lost 
loved ones or suffered through ill-
ness in the past months. Some of us 
have known other significant 
changes, some wonderful, some less 
welcome.  

So as we come to this odd con-
fluence of old and new, this emo-
tion-laden time of year, what shall 
we release, and what shall we wel-
come? What particular elements in 
our lives, our spirits, need to come 
to an end? What can we let go of to 
make room for something better, 
something healthier, more life-giv-
ing, more healing? What are we 
ready or even almost ready to greet, 
to make space for, to say, “yes, it’s 
time now” to?  

Advent is best seen as a jour-
ney. Not something to rush through 
to get to Christmas. A rich time 
filled with often-hidden gifts (and 
no, I don’t just mean the tangible 
kind!). In our worship gatherings 
(more details are in this newsletter) 
we will be “Walking Toward the 
Manger, Traveling Toward Hope.”  
I invite you to put on your prover-
bial travelin’ shoes and join us. Find 
out where the Spirit is leading and 
what new beginnings may await. 

 � Julie Peeples 
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Advent Journey 
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Luther & Phyllis Abbott, 
Libby Bowles, Lauren 
Brower, Megan Cannady, 
Evelyn Chamberlain, Bob 
Crews (Cathy Wheeler’s 
father), Susan Cromartie, 
Winnie Elliott, Jessica Ellisor 
(Teresa Earle’s niece), Kaye 
Gardiner (Midge Rasey’s 
daughter), Beth Haunton 
(Lorie Tyson’s friend), Jay 
Kinney, Lawrence Lambert, 
Marie McLennan, Fran Miller 
(David Miller’s mother), 
Millie Muskovin, Matthew 
Wagoner (Margaret 
Wagoner’s grandson), Wilbur 
Parrott’s father 
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Advent Devotional, Christmas Pageant, Nursery 
Many of us used 
the Advent De-
votional from the 
UCC last year. 
They have a new 
one for this year, 
and if you en-
joyed receiving 

the daily Stewardship devotional 
this fall, we invite you to join us for 
the new Stillspeaking Advent De-
votional titled "Are You Still 
Listening?" Every day through 
Epiphany, January 6th, you'll 
receive a daily inspirational reading 
based on Scripture along with a 
brief prayer. To subscribe, go to 
www.uccvitality.org/generosity/get-
our-daily-advent-devotional-by-
email.html. To read the devotional 
online go towww.uccvitality.org/ 
generosity/stillspeaking-advent-
devotional.html. 

Printed copies of the Advent 
devotional are available in the 
Fellowship Hall. —Paul Davis 
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Volunteers are needed for a Christ-
mas Pageant that will be unveiled at 
the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve worship 
service. It will be for all ages, so 
children are welcome to volunteer 
as well as adults. Just speak with 
Paul. There will be no lines to 
memorize, and no foolish actions to 
take. Just a willingness to act out a 
little. 
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We have a few openings in our 
Nursery and Children's Church pro-
gram. Volunteers generally work 
one hour every eight weeks. You 
can elect to be in the nursery or with 
older children (up to age 8). 

If you can help out, please be 
in touch with Cathy Wheeler at 
wheelercc@rockinghamcc.edu or 
336-342-3657. 

#��$�%��*��**����
���#��$�%��*��**����
���#��$�%��*��**����
���#��$�%��*��**����
���� ���

Still looking for people interested in 
participating in a work trip to the 
Biloxi area, Feb 16-23. Need to 
know by Sunday, December 2nd. 
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Many of you like to use the pew 
Bibles to follow the Old and New 
Testament readings as they are read 
from the lectern and pulpit. 

Presently the pew Bibles are the 
Revised Standard Version and the 
pulpit and lectern Bibles are the 
New Revised Standard version, 
making it difficult to follow along. 

We would like to replace the 
pew Bibles with the New Revised 
Standard version to make them 
compatible and will need a total of 
125 new Bibles. 

You are being given the oppor-
tunity to purchase a Bible in honor 
of or in memory of someone spe-
cial. The Bibles will be imprinted 
with the church name on the front 
and a bookplate will be placed on 
the inside cover reflecting the giver 
and honoree/memorial. 

The cost will be $10.00 per 
Bible and checks should be made to 
CUCC and earmarked for “Bible 
Purchase.” 

Please fill out the enclosed form 
if you wish to participate. Addi-
tional forms may be obtained from 
the church office or in the pews. All 
checks and forms should be sent to 
the office or placed in the offering 
plate by December 31, 2007. 

What a wonderful way to honor 
a loved one at Christmas! 
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The Men’s Prayer Breakfast Fall 
Retreat will be on Saturday, De-
cember 15th. Cost will be $20. See 
Paul Davis or Mike Dorko for more 
details. 
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Our Denomination announced ten 
days ago an effort to raise $100,000 
to provide shelter, food, clothing 
and schooling for Iraqi refugee 
families. You can find out more 
information on the UCC efforts at 
www.ucc.org/100kforpeace/. 

Our Church Council unani-
mously endorsed this effort, and 
approved up to $2,000 in matching 
funds. Every dollar given by indi-
viduals toward this effort will be 
matched by the church up to that 
level. You may make contributions 
to the church, with Iraq in the memo 
line of your checks, and place them 
in the offering plate. Remember, for 
our church to match your gifts, you 
must give the money to us first. 
We'll take care of the rest. 
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Pledge Update, Women’s Christmas Tea & More 
As of Sunday, November 25th, we 
have 97 pledges totaling $237,054. 

In the 2007 fiscal year 94 
household units pledged $225,565. 
To support the 2008 budget, the 
church will need $249,314 from 
pledges. The pledge information for 
the coming year is very positive and 
we feel good about our results thus 
far. If you have not filled out a 
pledge card, they are available in 
the Sanctuary, in the Narthex, 
outside the office, and in Fellowship 
Hall. You will also find information 
concerning next year's proposed 
budget, a brochure on how our 
offerings are spent, and how to 
become an "Electronic Giver." 
Thanks to everyone who pledged 
and to all who give to our church. 
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The Jordan/Wisseman Class Post 
Office will be in operation on Sun-
days, December 9, 16 and 23. Bring 
cards that you would normally send 
to local church members to the 
“Post Office” in the back of the 
Fellowship Hall. You can then de-
posit the money that you would pay 
for postage with any class member. 
And, be sure to check with the “Post 
Office” for cards that may be sent to 
you! 
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We have several members interested 
in forming a team to participate in 
the Winter Walk for AIDS, which 
benefits Triad Health Project, on 
Sunday afternoon Dec. 2. If inter-
ested, please contact Cathy Wheeler 
or Nancy Bennett. 
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The Women’s Fellowship 
Christmas Tea will be held on 
Sunday, December 9, 2007 at 2:30 
in the Fellowship Hall.  

We will dedicate the “Gifts 
from the Heart” for Church World 
Service. We will also collect an of-
fering for migrant workers. Come 
and bring a friend to enjoy fellow-
ship, food, and Christmas carol 
singing! 
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“A Lesson From Luke” 

Presented by the Providence 
Drama Guild, Featuring the 
Providence Spiritual Choir 

To Benefit the 
Children’s Home Society 

Share the joy of Christmas! “March 
to the Manger” with a love offering 
to benefit their foster care children 
who are still waiting for permanent, 
safe, and loving homes. 

Saturday, December 8th ����  7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 9th ����  6:00 pm 

Howard Allen Chubbs Family 
Enrichment Center 

Providence Baptist Church 
1106 Tuscaloosa Street, Greensboro 

273-7552 
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Between the end of March and the 
middle of May, Greensboro will be 
hosting a number of exciting op-
portunities to celebrate the bicen-
tennial. One of these special events 

will be the torch relay, which will 
take place over several days begin-
ning in late March. Volunteers are 
urged to apply to be a torch-bearer. 
Organizers are looking for people 
from all walks of life, all ages and 
physical ability to participate. 
Whether you can only walk a block 
or can run a mile or more, you are 
welcome to apply to take part. 
Forms can be downloaded from the 
website, www.greensboro200.com. 
Take part and represent CUCC! 
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Special Services, Amazing Music, Welcoming Fellowship 
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Church School, All Ages - 9:30 am  

Worship - 11:00 am  
Introit:  “African Noel” - Bella a Cappella  
Choir Special Music: "The Jesus Gift” by Gilbert 

Martin - Multiple Soloists  
Advent Workshop - 4:30 to 6:30 pm 

An event for people of all ages and a wonderful 
way to celebrate the season of Advent. There will 
be opportunities to make crafts, decorate the 
sanctuary and share a meal together. 

Outdoor Christmas Tree Lighting - 6:30 pm 
The evening will conclude with the lighting of our 
outdoor Christmas tree.  We will sing carols, have 
hot chocolate, and cookies on our front porch. 
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Church School, All Ages - 9:30 am 

Worship - 11:00 am 
Introit: "Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming" - 

Handbell Choir 
Choir Special Music: "I Want to be Ready," 

arranged by Ted Hunter - Multiple Soloists  
Women’s Fellowship Tea – 2:30 pm 

Fellowship, food, and Christmas carol singing for 
the Women of CUCC and friends. 

Labyrinth 4:30-6:00 pm 
Robin Dorko will guide people in walking a port-
able Chartres-style labyrinth. Everyone is welcome.  
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Church School, All Ages - 9:30 am 

Rutter Gloria - 11:00 am 
Introit:  Brass Ensemble  
Hymns with Brass and Percussion 
Choir Special Music: "Gloria" by John Rutter - 

Multiple Soloists 
Christmas Caroling - 3:00 to 6:00 pm 

In the afternoon we will go caroling to various 
locations. Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

Pastor’s Open House - 4:00 to 8:00 pm 
Our pastors will have their Annual Open House. 
Bring some food to share or just drop in! 
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Blue Christmas - 7:00 pm 
A worship service where we hope to provide space 
for those who may be grieving, hurting, lonely, or 
simply not connected with the public joy of the 

Advent and Christmas seasons.  We will have 
meditative music, quiet prayers, and brief 
reflections. 
Rebecca Moore-Painter, Cello 

Labyrinth - 5:30 to 7:00 pm 
Robin Dorko will guide people in walking a 
portable Chartres-style labyrinth. Everyone is 
welcome.  
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Church School, All Ages – 9:30 am 

Worship - 11:00 am 
Introit: Clifton Karnes, Recorder and Lynn Wright-

Kernodle, Harpsichord  
Prelude: “Gracieusement” and “Rondeau” by 

Philbert de Lavigne, Recorder and Harpsichord 
Choir Special Music: "Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" 
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Family Worship - 5:00 pm 
The 5:00 pm Christmas Eve service is specially for 
families. We will have a pageant entitled, "Shoe 
Shining Along the Way," and lots of singing. 
Introit: "Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem" - Paul 

Macy and Maggie Efird, Duet 
"The Camel Song" & "Come Softly, Walk Gently" 

- Children's Choir  
Christmas Pageant 

Candlelight Worship - 11:00 pm 
This communion service will feature harpist Carol 
Rausch and cellist Rebecca Moore-Painter. 
"O, Holy Night" by Adolphe Adam - Isa Dollyhigh, 

Soprano, Carol Rauch, Harp & Rebecca 
Moore-Painter, Cello 
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Church School, All Ages - 9:30 am 

Worship - 11:00 am 
Christmas Carols galore.  Show off your new 
Christmas clothes. 
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Church School, All Ages - 9:30 am 

Worship - 11:00 am 
an Epiphany Celebration, marking the end of the 
Advent & Christmas seasons, the finale of our 2008 
“Support the Vision” Pledge Campaign, and the 
beginning of the New Year.  We will have a covered 
dish lunch, Kings Cake, and festive activities. 
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Pastors’ Holiday Open House 
Every year for several years now, 
the pastor has invited people to 
attend an Open House. She has done 
so with witticisms and poetry. Alas, 
this year she delegated the task to 
me. Thus, please come to our Open 
House, on Sunday December 16, 
from 4:00 to 8:00 pm. We will have 
lots of goodies to eat, and you are 
welcome to bring some with you to 
share.  

We live at 2201 Villa Drive, 
across the street from the office 
entrance to First Friends (thus 
midway between our church and 
Wesley Long). Park anywhere. It is 
our way of sharing the wonders of 
the season with many of you. Please 
join us! 

—Paul Davis 
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Dear Friends at Congregational, 

Thank you all so much for the 
cards, e-mails, phone calls and other 
expressions of kindness and sym-
pathy. Your heartfelt thoughts and 
prayers have been a wonderful 
source of comfort to our family 
during this time of sadness. While 
losing a cherished loved one is al-
ways difficult, we feel truly blessed 
to be part of such a loving and car-
ing church family. 

Sincerely, 
Becky, Jo & Harley Fleischer 
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 5 Harrison Simpson 
 12 Claire Anderson 
 13 James Aldridge 
 15 Ellen Essick 
 16 Betty Gibbs 
 17 Uldine Duckworth 
 18 Ella Heil 
 19 Arnold Humphrey 
  Norman Swanson 
  Susan Cromartie 
 20 Helen Reed 
 25 Richard Humphrey 
 28 Henrietta Ingram 
 29 Debra Hertlein 
 30 Elizabeth Mulberry 


