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Peace and Calm in the Storm

Need a break from the piped in
Christmas music and the elbows of
too many shoppers frantically
hunting a bargain? Wondering if
there’s a way to recover some of th
quiet beauty of the season? Join us
for our third annual Blue Christmas
service on Wednesday, December
19th at 7:00 pm.

The music will be calm and in-
spiring, the words kept to a mini-
mum, the setting peaceful. Come
join us, and if you know of others
who may also appreciate this speci
service, invite them to come along.

The labyrinth, a circular path for
guiet walking meditation, is an an-
cient prayer tradition. Our congre-
gation has had opportunities to en-
joy this peaceful, meditative experi;
ence in recent years in various set-
tings.

On Wednesday, December
19th, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm (prior to
the Blue Christmas service), Robin
Dorko will guide individuals in
walking a portable, Chartres-style
labyrinth. Everyone is welcome.
This is a simple, wonderful way to
rediscover a calm center in the
midst of the busy season. For mor¢
information, contact Robin Dorko a
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The Jordan/Wisseman Class Post
Office will be in operation on De-
cember 16 and 23. Bring cards thai
you would normally send to local
church members to the “Post Of-
fice” in the back of the Fellowship
Hall. You can then deposit the
money that you would pay for post
age with any class member. And, b
sure to check with the “Post Office’
for cards that may be sent to you!

Final call for actors and speakers
(adults and children) for our
Christmas Eve Pageant. There is n
downside to helping with the play,
no camels to ride or anything like
that. Just some nice words to be
spoken and simple actions to be
taken. Please speak with Paul.

Each year at the 5:00 and 11:00 pn

Christmas Eve services, we receive

our annual offering for The Christ-
mas Fund/Veterans of the Cross.
This fund assists retired ministers
who may not have served churches
large enough to earn a pension, an
also those who are in emergency
situations. If you cannot be here on
Christmas Eve, we welcome your
contribution at any time during the
season. Checks may be made to th
church and marked for The Christ-

mas Fund.
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, Jan. 4
Publication: Wednesday, Jan. 9

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

December 16, 2007
Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:47-55, James
5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11

December 23, 2007
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19,
Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25

December 30, 2007
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148 , Hebrews
2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23
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Rev. Julie Peeples
Senior Pastor
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Rev. William C. Smith
Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Paul Davis
Minister for Christian Education
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Ms. Isa Dollyhigh
Director of Music
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Ms. Amy Maier
Organist
aemaier@spartan.uncg.edu

Ms. Charlotte Evans

Congregational Nurse
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Drop-In Hours: 4™ sun. of the month
10:00-11:00 am

Home Visits: Thursdays

Ms. Sarah Downey

Director of Children's Music
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sarahdowney81@hotmail.com

Ms. Regina Hayes
Nursery Director
regi.hay@gmail.com

Ms. Judy Page

Office Manager
office@congregationalucc.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm
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Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
* Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

« Women's Fellowship

e Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

« Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

 Habitat for Humanity
 Potter’s House

 Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

A Christmas Gift

My phone rang a
few days ago and
on the other end
of the line was an
early Christmas
gift. Not a notice
of some special
package or a
sale, but a living, breathing human
being. She was a voice from the
past, calling to say “thank you,” not
just to me but to the church as a
whole. Several years ago we had
helped her family after Hurricane
Floyd had wiped them out. She hac
recently found my business card
while going through some old
boxes, and was moved to pick up
the phone, to tell us all again what
difference our actions had made in
the life of this family.

This congregation helps a
number of people in a variety of
ways: meals, emergency assistanc
tutoring, companionship, home re-
pair, and more. We're not in it for
the thank-yous, which is a good
thing. Sometimes people in the
midst of a very bad time are too
embarrassed, too stunned to offer
much gratitude. And that’s ok. But
then, to hear an outpouring of “we
are still so thankful — we can’t even
find the words,” reminds me — and
hope all of us — that we can and do
make a difference. With Christ as
our guide and strength, we do wha
we can. And we may never know
the impact, the effect on others.

This is a season when many
hearts are open, waiting, longing tg
hear again God'’s song playing
through their lives. Who knows
what effect hearing the Gloria sung
in all its majesty, or the quiet ambi-
ence of Blue Christmas might have
on one who is searching? Or what
impact simply being invited by a
friend to come for Advent or
Christmas Eve might have on
someone feeling left out or forgot-

A main open, waiting, longing again

e,song we will need to calm our

ten by it all, or upon those who

sense there must be something
more? Sometimes the simplest ac-
tions have the greatest effect of all|
A child is born in less-than-
ideal circumstances to fairly ordi-
nary parents in a troubled, volatile
time and place. Doesn’t sound so
special, so unique on one level. Ye
who could have known what pro-
found impact, what life-empowering
effect that birth would have on the
lives of countless others, on the life
of the world? When the baby grew
into adulthood he was heard to sayf
“The Spirit blows where it will.”
Through a cattle stall in Bethlehem
on hillsides in Galilee and Jerusa-
lem, in the lives of those who re-

to hear God'’s great love song, the
Spirit moves still, even and espe-
cially in our troubled, volatile
world. To hear this awesome, sacré

hearts, to move away from the
noise, the “ultimate holiday sales”
and the breakneck pace long enou
to listen. It is there, waiting.

| am a traditionalist when it
comes to Christmas carols, but the
is one translation of one verse of
one carol that offers a beautiful ren
dition:
“How silently, how silently, the
wondrous gift is given. So God
imparts to human hearts the
glorious love of heaven. No ear ma
hear its coming, but in this world of
sin, where yearning souls long to b
whole, the dear Christ enters in.”

Merry Christmas to you all.
Julie Peeples
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Youth Ski Trip, New Sound System, Pew Bibles
Many thanks to Open Mind, Open Heart well. Now with the new micro-
all those who by Thomas Keating phones we get a good recording of
helped with and How to Give Away Your Faith our music as well. If you would like
participated in the by Paul E. Little a copy of our service on CD, let thq
Advent Work- Oxford Bible Atlas office know and we will be happy td
shop. Our outdoor by Herbert G. May make you one.
Christmas tree, The Interior Castle Along with our new devices
courtesy of by St. Teresa of Avila comes the need for volunteers to
Sterling and Barbara Whitener, is | | 5ok for these books (and others) help staff the sound system. Inter-
lovely. There were many hands in-| 1 the library cart in the Fellowship ested in assisting the Holy Spirit to
volved with all our events these past || make our words audible and helping
couple weeks — thanks! out once a month? Let Paul Davis
—Paul Davis know. The work should be easy and
fun.
" #
The church has several sets of of- # %E& %&
fering envelopes espepially for chil- As you know, we are in the process
dren. If you would be interested in of replacing the current pew Bibles
using these with your children, with a version that matches what ig
speak with Paul or Pam Aldridge, read each Sunday from in the pulpit
and we'll set you up. (New Revised Standard Version).
o # We are in need of 125 new Bi-
$ # Barbara Rice is planning a Youth | Ples and are happy to report that
Johns River Valley Camp an- Ski Trip to Blowing Rock, February| fifty have been sponsored to date.
nounces two February retreat 1-3. They will stay in a cabin at If you would like to purchase a
opportunities for adult€Covenant Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds. Bible in honor of or in memory of
of Shalomis a three-session retreat Youth, grades 6 and up, are most someone special, please complete
(February 2, March 1 and April 19){  ye|come to participate. If there is | the form that can be found in the
led by Randall Mishoe, a UCC room. adults at church are welcome PEWws or outside the church office.
clergyperson and pastoral counselxr.as Wé”. The cost for youth will be The cost is $10.00 per Bible.
This is a highly regarded series andl ¢>5 (aqults will be on an actual cogt Checks should be made payable tq
we commend the sessions to you. basis). Contact Barbara Rice or pall CUCC and earmarked for “Bible
The second opportunity is called, | pavis for permission forms and Purchase.” All checks and forms
Baking Bread For Lifgled by Curly | 46 information. Reservations arg Should be sent to the office or
Stumb, JRVC Director, and will due by January 6. placed in the offering plate by
take place February 22-24. We are December 31, 2007.
sure this will be good as well! The What a wonderful way to honor
church could find some funds to a loved one at Christmas!
support your participation in either ( ( #
event for active members and
friends. More information is posted :géﬁgvﬁ;mﬁg ngrhsa(L)\Len?:S;grig
outside Paul's door. We added a hand-held cordless mit
crophone in the Sanctuary and ong
1% & in the Fellowship Hall, and we
added new recording microphones
Centering Prayer and Inner in the Sanctuary along with a CD
Awakening recorder. The latter will take the
by Cynthia Bourgeault place of our old cassette recording
Encyclopedia of Christianity system, which recorded the spoker
by John Bowden words fine but did not record musid. Women’s’ Christmas Tea 2007
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Applause in Worship

During my 25 plus years of singing
I have had the honor and privilege
of singing in countless churches as
soloist and/or choir member. A
good portion of my performing in
Italy was done in the cathedrals of
monasteries. In all of these, there
has been an element that varied ad
cording to the particular church ang
congregation —applause

There are two schools of
thought about applause during the
worship service. What | would like
to present is a balanced, neutral
view to help you choose for your-
self. One of the great things | have
observed about Congregational
United Church of Christ is the en-
couragement of freedom of expres;
sion.

One school of thought, from a
Sound Therapy aspect, is that sou
(in form of music) and silence are
both equally important. The silence

lets our bodies process and integratetional is the freedom of expression

the sounds we have just heard
through the music. These momentg
of silence are as sacred as the sou

ence and a meditative atmosphere
time of listening for God’s still
small voice. Generally, applause is
associated with the secular world
when we use it to acknowledge the
excitement evoked during a per-
formance. It brings up a bigger
guestion of “is music during a wor-
ship service considered a perform-
ance?” | would say no. Music is an
integral part of worship in which we
raise our voices and open our hear
but there is no element of perform-
ance in giving the gift of music bac
to God.

On the other hand, there are
those who feel it is the Holy Spirit
moving them to respond with spon-
taneous applause, in a way similar
to saying “Amen!” To not be "al-
lowed" to clap feels a bit stilted to

hdyou choose to acknowledge the mt
itself. Silence also expresses rever;

LS,

them. I, myself, was thrilled when

the congregation burst into sponta-

neous applause just this past Sung
awhen the choir sang “| want to be
ready.” When this happens, | usu-
ally just keep my head down and
send the applause up to God who
responsible for it all anyway.

Rather than “legislate” one
way or the other at Congregational
(which would certainly go against
my grain if someone were to do it t
me), | would like to suggest an al-
ternative. One compromise to pre-
serve both the sacred sileraoed to
allow a congregational response is
“silent” applause. This method is
commonly used in hearing impaire
communities where you shake the
hands in the air so that all can see
your appreciation.
In a recent conversation about

dapplause with our minister, Julie

Peeples, we both agreed that one

the best things about Congrega-

and we wouldn’t ever want to sup-
press that ; - )! Whatever expressic

sic during worship services is ulti-
amately up to you — applause or ng
applause. So whether you shake
your hands or clap your hands, we
are glad you are here to hear the
music and participate in the gift we
are sending up to God through our
voices and instruments.
—Isa Dollyhigh, Director of Music

A Christmas
Present to the
People of Iraq

As we're preparing for Christmas,
let's remember our denomination’s

commitment to the refugees of Iraq.

A goal of $100,000 has been set to
provide shelter, food, clothing, and
schooling for Iragi refugees. As a
result of the years of violence, mil-
lions of Iraq’s have fled their
homes. It's a humanitarian crisis
that we don’t hear much about, but
real nevertheless.

January 6, 2008 has been the
date the UCC has established for
submission of funds. This means
that this is a call for a Christmas
offering. What better time of the
year to reach out in compassion to
those in despair and need. The cal
also reminds us that Jesus himself
was a refugee at Christmas time. A
Matthew reports in Chapter 2, vers
13, Joseph had to flee to Egypt wit
Jesus and Mary for the very same
reason Iraqi civilians have had to
flee to Syria and Jordan—to avoid
being killed.

As Christmas approaches therg
are always many demands on us
it's impossible to respond to every
need of our immediate or world-
wide family. However, if this crisis
speaks to you, please consider
making a contribution in your name
or as a gift for or a memorial to
someone who is important to you.

Your Church Council has
identified this as one of its goals t
Christmas. It will match dollar for
dollar, up to $200, all contribution
that are made by December 30,
2007. You can make gifts by plac-
ing money in an envelope with Iraq
written on the outside or by placing
a check in the offering plate with
Irag in the memo line. Remember,
for our church to match your gift

you must give the money to us first}
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Inclement Weather, Finances, Annual Reports
+ 19 $ # +
Thank you all so much for your All board and committee chairs are
cards, and for your thoughts and reminded that annual reports are due
prayers. | hope to be home soon andon January 8th.
back at church with all my church
family. Joy and peace to you at
Sincerely,
Marie McLennan /
* & & ( .
If by some chance we happen to g¢t T You have not had your picture
snow or ice this winter, our church’s t@ken for the new directory, now’s
polio s ratwewilnotcancel [ VeUrTATEE e e 00,
Sunday morning worshipe urge ﬁext week (Dec. 16-23). Call the
everyone to use caution and sound office to set a tir'ne or sp'eak with
ludgment in deciding Whether or Paul Davis. This is youdast chance! # %!
not to attend. Some of us live close %
by, and we promise to pray on be-| , ) & '(
half of all! This is simpler than eve- We are nearing the end of our
ryone staying glued to television an- . 9 |
. church Fiscal Year. '$)
nouncements for closings. For I ber that 2007 *
weekday activities, we will have a Plsgsgsr?n%iinbgn ba December +
recorded message on the church ap- glstq[o be counted asya donation '” )
swering machine, and also notices for the current year ' $)
on the website, concerning cancella- Offering envelo es.for 2008 ma —
tions, and will otherwise get the be pick%d up inF'zhe Fellowship Y| su %,
word_out as best as is humanly Hall. Mailing guidelines have
possible. changed for these boxes of $#
envelopes, so if you can't get by
to get them, let us know and we'l - 1,01213 .3/1452
0# . try to arrange delivery. - 636 22 4(/ 22
Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Libby End of year Giving Statements | "¢ ol gt
Bowles, Lauren Brower, Megan will be available by mid-January. + 1,236 22 /0 22
Cannady, Evelyn Chamberlain, | Questions regarding any of these 6225 02222 77
Bob Crews (Cathy Wheeler's matters may be directed to Pam 89 Iz 22 12222
father), Susan Cromartie, Fran Aldridge. ! - (01%53 22 I272722
Ditto, Winnie Elliott, Jessica ) §+ 12 22 332 99
Ellisor (Teresa Earle’s niece), 1. & < 777 1222 22
Kaye Gardiner (Midge Rasey’s ) - = 777 12 22
daughter), Beth Haunton (Lorie | The Boards and Church Council 777 022 22
Tyson’s friend), Jay Kinney, The | || have their next regular meeting] ~ — 1 /g; 713 fézzzizgz
Lamberts, Marie McLennan, on Tuesday, January 8th, beginning " —
Fran Miller (David Miller's at 6:45 pm with a time of prayer.
mg;?heer)’ \'\//I\/Iggo':]ﬂgrsz\?l\e/:rng’aret Please Notefor the January - $#% B
e meeting, we ask all outgoing and a|l R T f1 553
Wagoner's grandson), Wilbur new bo%rd/council men?beréJ to ?,@7 '%((”gg(% oes e
Parrott’s father please attend! Board meetings begin ~* AB _IC (445 B.0,033 /C
at 7:00, Council at 8:15.
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