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Worship Schedule 
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.  
 
Our Mission 
As people of Congregational United 
Church of Christ, we seek to witness 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting 
God's call to be a true community of 
love, compassion, and nurture.  
 
Visitors 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a warm, welcoming 
congregation that is always happy to 
receive visitors. To help you feel as 
comfortable and at-home as possible 
when you visit us, we've put together 
some information on what the 
Congregational experience is like — 
how to get to the church, what to 
wear (which is pretty much anything 
you'd like), nursery and Sunday 
school hours, and more. For details, 
check out our Visitor Page at our 
website: www.congregationalucc.com/ 

about/visitors.php. 
 
Our Next Newsletter 
Deadline:  Friday, Feb. 8 
Publication:  Wednesday, Feb. 13 

News and events can be sent to 
office@ congregationalucc.com. 

Can’t wait for news? Check out the 
Congregational UCC web site at 
www.congregationalucc.com.  It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively, 
and available 24 hours. 
 
Lectionary Readings 

January 27, 2008  
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9 ; I 
Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
February 3, 2008  
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 
99; II Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

February 10, 2008 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; 
Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
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The Season of Lent 
Lent is the 40 days (not counting six 
Sundays) that fall between Ash 
Wednesday and Holy Saturday. 
Sundays are not counted in the 40 
days of Lent because every Sunday 
is considered a “little Easter.” In the 
early church, Lent was a time of 
final preparation for people who 
were seeking to be baptized. During 
this period of baptismal preparation, 
the church community adopted a 
40-day discipline of fasting, alms-
giving, and prayer. Prayer was for 
healing souls, fasting for healing 
bodies, and almsgiving for shar-
ing—which heals community. 

In our day, we’re relearning the 
power and significance of preparing 
during Lent to celebrate baptism, 
and renewal of baptism at Easter. 

Many people in the northern 
hemisphere have believed that the 
word “Lent” comes from the same 
root as “length,” and refers to the 
lengthening of days of spring. Some 
now believe, however, that it may 
actually derive from the Latin word 
lentare which means “to bend.” 
This understanding reinforces a 
sense of Lent as a time of prepara-
tion for personal and collective 
transformation. Having nurtured 
ourselves through Advent, Christ-
mas, and Epiphany, Lent becomes 

the time to look truthfully at our-
selves and make changes. 

Like the prophets of old, we go 
through our “dark night” to become 
the whole persons God intends. 
Risking coming apart, we come to-
gether anew in “at-one-moment.” 
To be whole is to be at peace with 
God. Atonement is the peace of 
God, a peace the world without God 
cannot give. Atonement frees us for 
justice and kindness. 

And time and time again God 
is present, not just in strength but in 
weakness. God is working crea-
tively with pain in human history, 
and working creatively in us. Our 
changing self is getting ready for 
our part in building God’s peace. 
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There will be a covered dish supper 
at 6:00 pm and a service of worship 
with imposition of ashes at 7:00. 
This service is loaded with tradition 
and theological significance: the 
ashes are produced by burning the 
palm fronds from last year’s Palm 
Sunday service. 

The Ash Wednesday scripture 
readings are as follows: Isaiah 58:1-
12, Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 
5:20b—6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. 
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Our congregation’s Annual Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, January 
27 beginning at 9:00 am.  

All are asked to attend, as we 
will vote on the budget and on the 
proposed investment policy. Light 
refreshments will be available. 

Our Director of Music, Isa Dollyhigh, 
serenading John Taylor at Fun Club. 
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400 West Radiance Drive  
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Rev. Julie Peeples 
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julie@congregationalucc.com 

Rev. William C. Smith 
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Rev. Paul Davis 
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                        10:00-11:00 am 
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Nursery Director 
regi.hay@gmail.com 

Ms. Judy Page 
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Ministries 
• Bible Study 
• Children & Adult Choir 
• Handbell Choir 
• Youth Programs 
• Women's Fellowship 
• Adult Fun Club 

Outreach Programs 
• Greensboro Urban Ministry 
• Mobile Meals 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Potter’s House 
• Higher Ground 
• and many more . . . 
 

Congregational News is published by 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 

Greensboro, North Carolina 
 

I don’t know 
what your New 
Year’s resolu-
tions are, but I 
want to invite 
and encourage 
you to resolve to 
take part in the 

opportunities for intentional learn-
ing offered here at Congregational 
this year. So often I hear such com-
ments as, “I wish I understood the 
Bible better,” “I’d like to get to 
know more people here,” and, “I am 
really searching; I’d like to explore 
faith issues with others who are 
searching too.” These are all legiti-
mate needs, and while we may not 
offer the extensive classes and 
groups that larger churches do, we 
have a very good range of pro-
grams, open to all. 

There are three adult Sunday 
School classes on Sunday mornings; 
two follow a traditional Bible Study 
format and the third follows the lec-
tionary, meaning that each week 
they focus on and discuss the text 
that I will likely be preaching on in 
worship. Paul leads a book study 
group which meets once a month on 
Sundays. And in the months ahead 
we will offer several more small 
group opportunities. 

And as we start a new season 
of Supper Study programs, I want to 
extend a special invitation for you to 
join us on Wednesday evenings. 
Back in the ‘80’s, Bill Smith and 
Sandra Canipe started these good 
gatherings. By ’83 it had become an 
established weekly program. Over 
the years the attendance has ranged 
from a dozen to fifty or more, de-
pending on the topic, the weather, 
the ACC schedule, and the time for 
children’s choir rehearsals. There 
has been an amazing range of top-
ics, too, with everything from po-

litical forums to Bible Study, from 
current affairs to health-related is-
sues. 

I don’t mean to brag, but I am 
especially excited about the up-
coming speakers. We began this 
week with a focus on pets, why we 
love them and how we grieve their 
loss. Next week Rev. John Gund-
lach will come up from Charlotte to 
speak with us about the role of the 
military chaplain and what is hap-
pening concerning soldiers return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Then, in the coming weeks, Isa will 
give us a glimpse of the various 
types of therapies she uses in her 
work, we’ll hear about the interplay 
of faith and pop Culture (Simpsons, 
anyone?), the connections between 
faith and violence, micro-loan pro-
grams to help people in need, how 
to communicate in healthy ways 
with those you love, and what we all 
should know about China in the 21st 
century. We always leave time for 
discussion, so come with your 
questions! Oh yes – there will also 
be a chance or two for you to share 
your musical/poetic/dancing/joke-
telling talents! 

You can sign up to join us for 
supper at 6:00 pm, or come for the 
program at 6:30. The food is always 
good, and a good bargain at that. 

I know that the thought of an-
other evening out can just be too 
much some weeks. But please mark 
your calendars for the programs 
you’d especially want to be a part 
of, and join us as often as you can. 
You’ll get to know some great peo-
ple, you’ll discover others who are 
searching, and you might just learn 
a thing or two. Come and help us 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of a 
great program! Hope to see you 
there. 

 � Julie Peeples 
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Come, let us reason together . . . 
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Nursery/Children’s Church, Lenten Devotional 
The Board of 
Christian Educa-
tion is looking for 
a few volunteers 
to supplement our 
usual cadre of 
Nursery and 
Children's 

Church helpers. If you have a 
yearning to be with some fine little 
people, this is your opportunity! Be 
in touch with Cathy Wheeler, 
(wheelercc@rockinghamcc.edu or 
342-3657). —Paul Davis 
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The UCC will again have Lent 
Devotional, this time posted on-line. 
Starting next Monday, you can 
register to receive it by going to 
i.ucc.org. This is another web-site 
for our denomination. There you 
will also find a weekly Bible Study 
devotion, Weekly Seeds, which 
follows the lectionary, as well as a 
number of other good resources. 
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January 30: 
The Role of Military Chaplains 

John Gundlach, UCC minister for 
government chaplaincies and a 
former military chaplain, will 
offer us a glimpse of life as a 
military chaplain and update us 
on what is happening with those 
currently serving. Menu: Baked 
Fish, Mashed Potatoes, Salad 

February 6: 
Ash Wednesday 

Our service of ashes, prayer and 
music will begin the Lenten 
season. Menu: Covered Dish 

February 13: 
All You Need Is Love 

Bring your guitar (or other instru-
ment), your favorite love poem, 

or artwork you created “from the 
heart” and join us for a valentine 
special. A romantic, candle-lit 
meal of lasagna, salad, rolls and 
chocolate dessert will be served. 

February 20: 
Faith & Pop Culture 

A presentation by Dr. Lynn Neal 
from Wake Forest University. 
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad 

February 27: 
Sound Therapy 

Our own Isa Dollyhigh will tell 
us about her work in sound 
therapy. Menu: Baked Fish, 
Mashed Potatoes, Salad 

March 5:  
Micro Loans 

An increasingly popular way to 
have a huge impact in places of 
great need, using small amounts 
of money. Menu: Covered Dish 

March 12:  
Faith & Violence 

A presentation by Daniel Malotky 
from Greensboro College.  
Menu: Lasagna, Salad, Rolls 

March 20: 
Maundy Thursday 

Service of Tenebrae and com-
munion in preparation for Easter 
Sunday. (No Wed. program.) 
Menu: Covered Dish 

March 27:  Spring Break 
No program this week. 

April 2: TBA 
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad 

April 9:  
China: What We Need to Know Now 

What we need to know now. Join 
us for an engaging two-part series 
led by our own Sterling Whitener 
and Jamie Anderson, both 
extremely knowledgeable on the 
subject!  Menu: Lasagna, Salad, 
Rolls 

April 16:  China, Part Two 
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad 

April 23: 
Healthy Communications 

Rebecca Starnes from the Family 
Life Council will lead a program 
on fostering good 
communications in relationships. 
Menu: Restaurant TBD 

Coming up: 
Touring Theatre Ensemble and 
our Annual Talent Show 

General Information 

·  Time - Supper: 6:00 pm 
 Program: 6:30-7:30 pm 

·  Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3 

·  Reservations are required and are 
due by noon on Tuesday. 

·  Make reservations by indicating 
your interest on the Attendance 
Pad in worship or by calling or e-
mailing the church office. 

·  There is no charge for Covered 
Dish meals, but please make a 
reservation. 

·  Child care is always provided. 
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Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Lauren 
Brower, Megan Cannady, 
Evelyn Chamberlain, Bob Crews 
(Cathy Wheeler’s father), Fran 
Ditto, Bernice Driver, Jessica 
Ellisor (Teresa Earle’s niece), 
Doug Evans (Charlotte Evans’ 
husband), Emily Field, Kaye 
Gardiner (Midge Rasey’s 
daughter), Beth Haunton (Lorie 
Tyson’s friend), Jay Kinney, The 
Lamberts, Marie McLennan, 
Millie Muskovin, Natama 
Summers (Henrietta Ingram’s 
niece), Matthew Wagoner 
(Margaret Wagoner’s grandson), 
Wilbur Parrott’s father 
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Financial Matters, Know Your Church: The Treasurer 
Slight Reporting Change: 

As we have worked with our budget 
over the past few years, it has be-
come increasingly evident that we 
depend on the generosity of friends 
and members who do not pledge as 
a vital part of our income.  

Members have asked how 
much of our total offerings are 
“pledged” and “unpledged.”  
“Pledged” is defined as offerings 
from those who tell us what they 
expect to give the church this year 
and "unpledged" as offerings from 
those who have not told us what 
they will give, including what used 

to be categorized as "loose offer-
ing."  

Some of this has to do with our 
accounting structure and software 
program:  every gift must be 
documented in a category and this 
system, "pledged or unpledged," is 
the easiest and most accurate for us 
to utilize. We will do away with the 
category "loose," since even a cash 
gift in the offering plate from a 
stranger gets categorized, in this 
case, as unpledged.  

Please note that we have re-
structured our figures in the Finan-
cial Report section the newsletter.  
The Weekly Income report will re-
flect these categories in order to 
provide more useful information to 
our members and to our Finance and 
Stewardship Committees. 

 

Ways You Can Help: 

�  Please pick up your 2007 Giving 
Statement and 2008 Giving En-
velopes from the Fellowship Hall. 

�  If you give electronically, giving 
envelopes were not ordered for 
you, but if you want to add to 
your giving, please feel free to use 
the pew envelopes. 

�  We encourage those with offering 
envelopes to use them—they 
greatly assist the accounting 
process! 

�  Make sure checks are completed 
and signed. 

�  Make a note in the memo line 
indicating special offerings. 

�  Your envelope number is proba-
bly new this year, so use only 
your new envelopes. 

�  Friends and visitors who do not 
have envelopes may request a box 
or feel free to use pew envelopes. 
(If you would like a Giving State-
ment, please put your name on 

these pew envelopes and quarterly 
statements will be issued). 

�  Remember you can sign up any-
time for the Electronic Funds 
Transfer method of giving. 

�  Children's envelopes are still 
available. 

We are excited about the results of 
the recent Stewardship Campaign 
and the current status of our budget. 
We want to make giving a simple 
process for you, so let us know if 
we can assist in any way. 

 —Pam Aldridge 
Financial Secretary 
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Our Financial Secretary receives all 
the church offerings, and the Church 
Treasurer spends them. 

Sankey Moore-
Painter has 
been our Church 
Treasurer for 
the past year. 
He, with the 
assistance of the 
Secretary/Book-

keeper, pays all of the church ex-
penses—salaries, benevolences, 
utilities and other congregational 
expenses—in amounts designated 
by the budget, or other expenditures 
by order of the Church Council. 
Sankey prepares a detailed monthly 
report of expenditures to the Church 
Council. He also submits an annual 
budget to the Board of Manage-
ment, to the Church Council and 
then to the congregation. The 
Treasurer is a voting member of the 
Council. 

This volunteer job requires a 
considerable amount of time each 
week. We appreciate the good work 
that he does. 
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Green Church Team, Pledge Update, and More 
The Green Church Team had a suc-
cessful first year, but it is an "ad 
hoc" group and it is in need of new 
members. They need idea genera-
tors as well as worker bees, so the 
committee will have an "open en-
rollment period" during the next few 
weeks, and will have its next meet-
ing on Thursday, January 31, at 
7:00 pm. You are encouraged to 
join them and will be most 
welcomed to participate. 
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. . . And maybe a poem or a song. In 
honor of Valentine's, Supper Study 
on Wednesday, February 13, will 
feature an evening of love songs, 
stories and poetry provided by . . . 
all of you!! 

Pick out your favorite love-
related poem, piece of music, brief 
story, or even artwork and join the 
fun!  It can be something romantic 
(rated G, please!), funny, sad, silly, 
original or borrowed. All ages are 
welcome to contribute! Join us for a 
great evening! 
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At their Christmas concert, the 
Triad Pride Men's Chorus presented 
our church with a framed certificate 
of appreciation in recognition of our 
congregation welcoming the choir 
for rehearsals years ago when they 
were just beginning.  Woody 
Faulkner presented the certificate to 
Rev. Peeples at the concert. 
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Keeping hands clean is one of 
the most important steps we can 
take to avoid getting sick and 
spreading germs to others. To this 
end, we have several containers of 
hand-sanitizer located near 
entrances to the Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall. Please feel free to 
use these deliberately and often! Or 
do the "happy birthday handwash 
dance" in the bathrooms.  

While everyone is welcome at 
our church, clean hands are espe-
cially welcomed. Or, to paraphrase 
one’s mother, “Germlessness is next 
to Godliness.” 
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The Boards and Church Council 
will have their next regular meet-
ings on Tuesday, February 26, be-
ginning at 6:45 pm with a time of 
prayer. Board meetings begin at 
7:00, Council at 8:15. 
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CD recordings of our worship 
services are available by calling the 
office. CD players are also available 
should you need one.

2334����
����%
���2334����
����%
���2334����
����%
���2334����
����%
���� ���
To date we have 105 pledges for a 
total of $252,094. Remember it is 
not to late to pledge—every gift is 
necessary and welcomed. 
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We are looking for a few more folks 
to serve as ushers. Our ushers are a 
vital part of Sunday morning wor-
ship, greeting all who come, helping 
newcomers feel at home, assisting 
with the prayer concerns and the 
offering. Men and women of any 
ages and older children/youth are 
welcome. If you’d like to help, 
please speak with Clyde Humphrey 
or Julie Peeples. 
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Our Congregational Nurse, Charlotte 
Evans, ministering to a member. 
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Get Connected With CUCC Connections 
Have you ever wanted to buy some-
thing, and wondered if someone at 
our church might have what you 
wanted? But you had no easy way 
to find that out. Well, now you do 
with the “CUCC Connections 
Board.” The board is for posting 
notices about items for sale, rent, 
trade, or services such as home re-
pairs, sitting for babies, pets, houses 
or adult care, or the need for items 
or services.  

CUCC members and attendees 
are encouraged to post their own 
notices which may be typed or legi-
bly hand-written, giving the date 
posted and contact information. 
When the notice is no longer 
needed, the person who posted it 
should remove it.  

The Connections Board is lo-
cated outside the Rowland class-
room, in the east wing, and will be 
available beginning this Sunday, 
January 27. CUCC assumes no 
responsibility regarding the notices.  

So whether you have an item 
or service to offer, or if you need 
one, give the Connections Board a 
try, and get connected! 
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 3 Irwin Smallwood 
 4 Lib Basham 
 5 Martha Hall 
 6 Kimberly Simpson 
 8 Barbara Rice 
 9 Elizabeth Rowe 
 9 Walter Patten 
 11 Jill Mikels (Driver) 
 11 Joann Myrick 
 13 Bill Powell 
 16 Kay Swofford 
 18 Paul Macy 
 19 Bill Guill 
 21 Alexandra Simpson 
 22 David Ridge 
 23 JoAnne Simpson 
 23 Ishmael Whitfield 
 23 C. P. Gause 
 26 Reid Matthews 
 27 Ann Nelson 
 28 Nancy Prairie 
 29 Lou Boyles 
 29 Kathy Rice 


