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Close Encounters, New Directions

What was Nicodemus searching

for? What happened when Jesus and

the Samaritan woman confronted
each other? What's the deal with
Jesus putting mud in the blind
man’s eyes? Why did Jesus bring
Lazarus back from the dead?

“Close Encounters, New
Directions” is the sermon series
Rev. Peeples will begin on Sunday
February 17. For four Sundays we
will look at four strong characters,
four rich stories from John’s gospel
What happens when we have a clo
encounter with the Holy? What are
we searching for? Can we find new
sight, new life?

Join us as we open ourselves
some fresh encounters with Scrip-
ture, with each other, and with our
God.

On Good Friday, from 4:00 to 6:00
pm, the labyrinth will be set up in
the Floyd Fellowship Hall for all
who wish to come for a quiet,
meditative walk. Robin Dorko will
be available as a guide for this
prayerful, peaceful experience.
Those who would simply like to

S8owing Sunday, we presented a bri

O hegigallery.com/index.html. Does

come and pray are also welcome.
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On Ash Wednesday and on the fol-

slideshow of religious art depicting
scenes from the life of Jesus. View
the work of artist, He Qi, at www.

this work evoke something creative
in you, or call to you some other
image? As we move from Ash
Wednesday to Easter, you are en-
couraged to contribute images to
this Lenten slideshow (e-mail to
paul@congregationalucc.com).
What do you "see" this Lenten jour
ney? Share it with us!

Also, to enhance your Lenten
Journey, we encourage you to use
the devotionals available outside th
Fellowship Hall and in the back of
the Sanctuary. An alternative is to
have a daily message delivered to
your e-mail inbox by signing up at
i.ucc.org (or you may download the
entire devotional at this same site).
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, Feb. 22
Publication: Wednesday, Feb. 27

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

February 17, 2008

Genesis 12:1-4a

Psalm 121

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9

February 24, 2008
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
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Rev. Julie Peeples
Senior Pastor
julie@congregationalucc.com

Rev. William C. Smith
Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Paul Davis
Minister for Christian Education
paul@congregationalucc.com

Ms. Isa Dollyhigh
Director of Music
isa@triad.rr.com

Ms. Amy Maier
Organist
aemaier@spartan.uncg.edu

Ms. Charlotte Evans

Congregational Nurse

opendoornc@aol.com

Drop-In Hours: 4™ sun. of the month
10:00-11:00 am

Home Visits: Thursdays

Ms. Sarah Downey

Director of Children's Music
Bella A Cappella
sarahdowney81@hotmail.com

Ms. Regina Hayes
Nursery Director
regi.hay@gmail.com

Ms. Judy Page

Office Manager
office@congregationalucc.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday

Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
* Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

« Women's Fellowship

e Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

« Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

 Habitat for Humanity
 Potter’s House

 Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

A Different Kind of Gift

| want to sug-
gest a very un-
usual Valen-
tine’s Day gift
for you to give
those you love.
| can almost
guarantee they
won’t have it
already and it will last longer than
chocolates and flowers.

The gift? A form that tells your
loved ones what you would like to
have happen at your funeral. Now
keep reading, I'm serious! Plan yoyr
service: hymns, readings . . . every|
thing.

While Bill Smith was pastor
here he introduced such a form, and
a number of people filled them out.
That file is kept in my office at
church, and I am the only one who
sees it. The problem is the file is
almost empty — those who
originally filled out the forms have
mostly passed away now. So, the
time has come to invite all the rest
of you to take part (in the planning,
not the dying — not yet, please!).

Why is this such a gift? Let me
offer an example. In January when
Blanche Warren died, her family,
none of whom are involved with ouf
church, would have had to make a
lot of decisions about the service
without really knowing our customs
or Blanche’s wishes, if it weren't
for the fact that Blanche had filled
out — and updated — her final ar-
rangements form. It was indeed a
kind, considerate gift for her family
(and her pastor) to know the hymng
she wanted, readings, where she
wanted memorials to go, and so on.
Each time we have a funeral or
memorial service, and that person
has left behind this form, it is re-
ceived as a very welcome gift by
those who already have too much to
deal with.

So | recently filled mine out.

No, | am not ill — perfectly healthy
in fact. But | decided | had put it off
too long. And guess what? Once |
got into it, it was actually fun. Think
about it: you can pick all your fa-
vorite hymns, write down any po-
ems and Scripture that you've al-
ways cherished, let your loved one
know where your important papers
are, spell out your preference re-
garding flowers, participants.

For me, it became a spiritual
exercise as | considered how to
shape a service that would be spiri
tually uplifting, with the elements
that express my faith. The initial
sense of awkwardness left me as |
enjoyed remembering certain
hymns, anthems, readings, rituals

that have come to mean so much tp

me over the years.

So tell your spouse/partner/
family/significant other/friends you
love them. Let them know that in
what will no doubt be a difficult
time for them, you will have left ong
last gift to ease their way and give
them the assurance they are honor
ing your wishes.

The Form for Final Wishes is
available in the office. Attach it to
that box of chocolates and share it
with someone you love.

Julie Peeples
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Worktrip Possibility, Book Review, Supper Study

We are looking at
having another
work trip to the

$% &
A Generous Orthodoxy: Why |
Am a Missional, Evangelical,

gests that we accept them all, real-
izing that no single definition of
Jesus, or even a combination, can

New Orleans Post/Protestant, Liberal/Conser- exhaust the meaning of Jesus. Wh
area, and we wan{ Vative, Mystical/Poetic, Biblical, reading the book and viewing Chris
to try two sets of | Charismatic/Contemplative, tianity through McLaren’s inclusive
dates on you. E“”qaﬂe”tﬁ‘“s"/ Cl\a/‘llv'ﬂ'sét Ana- eyes, | found myself continually
Week one is from Capt'St. nglican, Methodist, asking what Christianity has lost by
- atholic, Green, Incarnational, > ,
July 20-27 and_week two is August Depressed-yet-Hopeful, Emer- pursuing absolute truth, what we've
10-16. People interested should bel gent, Unfinished CHRISTIAN failed to learn from each other by
in touch me, and let me know the | By Brian D. McLaren our stubbornness, and where Jesu
dates you could participate. can be found in all this mess. A
Interested in a trip but know Generous Orthodoxy may make yo
that these weeks are not available? laugh and it may make you cry, but
Be in touch with me anyway. you'll probably look at Christianity
—Paul Davis differently after reading it.
Book Review by Clifton Karne
A Generous Orthodoxy will be dis-
Three people will represent our cussed by the CUCC Book Group
church on a Work Trip to Biloxi, on February 17 at 12:30 pm in the
Mississippi, leaving February 16 church parlor. Join us! The book is
and returning the 23rd. This trip is also available from the CUCC Li-
sponsored by the Western North brary—Ilook for it on the book cart
Carolina Association of the South- . . in the Fellowship Hall.
ern Conference of The United If you th'.nk somet_hln_g S gone
Church of Christ. There will be wrong with Christianity, you're not
about thirty people going from our alqne. InA Generous Orthodoxy,
area, meeting up with another sixty Brl_a_n D. McLal_ren leads us on a # ## #'
people from around the country. splrlt'ual'autobmgraphyythat S_hOWS We now have Peggy Haymes
They will stay at Back Bay Mission what's rlght—anql V\.'ha.t s tragically CD, “Healing from the Loss of 4
a ministry of the UCC. Please re- vl\\/llroLng—wnh (tlhrls]:u?:m;[jy tolg%y. Pet,” available for borrowing.
member Nancy Glenz, Sankey cLaren, pashor Oh ~€dar Riage CDs of our worship services are
Moore-Painter, and Paul Davis. Community Church in Spencerville available approximately 15 min-
Maryland, comes from an ultracon- utes following the Benediction
servatiye Protestant b_ackground. N aach Sunday. Requests for CDs
" # ' §earch|ng for arevitalized faith tha .. pe made through the office.
Parents of Young Children, POYC,| is truly centered on Jesus, he has we'll even help you get a CD
will have a meeting on Sunday, explored the major denominations player
March 2, beginning with a drop-in | and spiritual currents in contempo- '
breakfast at 8:30 am and a more rary society and wound up inventing
formal meeting starting at 9:00. We a movement (the Emerging
will end around 10:30, or in time for Church).
worship. Childcare will be provided McLaren sets the tone for the
We will meet to check in with one | book in the first chapter, “The
another, perhaps have a guest Seven Jesuses | Have Known,” in
speaker, and share info. There are|atwhich he looks at different versions
least twenty-five such family units | of Jesus endorsed by conservative
active at church (all those young Protestants, Pentecostals, Roman
people at the Moment For Children| Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, libera]
come from somewhere!). Please Protestants, Anabaptists, and Iiber}-
RSVP either to the office or to Paul. tion theologists. In the end, he sug #ol* + o1
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Green Church Team, Higher Ground, Life Deacons

We have three suggestions for
conservation to share this month.

First, one way to reduce the
amount of mail you receive from
companies vying for your attention
and your money is to ask them to
drop you from their mailing lists.
We know of two groups that can
help: www.greendimes.com and
www.opt-out.cdt.org. The former
asks for a donation; the latter is fre
but you need to do much of the
work. Or, you can do all of the work
and contact those catalogue sende
and tell them to take your name off
their list. Why? Though paper can
be recycled, it is even better left on
the tree than in your recycle
dumpster.

Secondly, did you know you
can receive this newsletter via our
church's website? You can! Go to
www.congregationalucc.com/
newsletter and you access a copy
this issue. And, if yopromise to
read every bit of the newsletter
we will take your name off our
newsletter mailing list (and save
even more paper!).

Lastly, we want to share a
water conservation suggestion: kee
your garden green with an environ-
mentally friendly rain barrel. First
Lutheran Church, Greensboro, has
arranged an opportunity for area
residents to purchase a rain barrel
from The New England Rain Barrel

$70 (regularly $89). To order, call
877-977-3135 toll free or order
online at www.nerainbarrel.com.
The offer expires on March 4, 2008.
Delivery has been scheduled for
Saturday, March 15th from 9:00 an
to noon at First Lutheran Church.

The Green Church Team will have
its next meeting on Thursday,
February 28 at 7:00 pm. Join them

1%
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At the January Annual Meeting, the
congregation named Dorothy
Ballinger, Midge Rasey, and Ted
Fields as Life Deacons.

This honor is given to those
who have given years of dedicated
service to the church, particularly in
the care of the homebound or thoss

f in need. Life Deacons are called
upon to assist with communion and
to offer their considerable wisdom
on church matters.
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The Boards and Church Council
will have their next regular meet-
ings on Tuesday, February 26, be-
ginning at 6:45 pm with a time of
prayer. Board meetings begin at
7:00, Council at 8:15.
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Supper Study, Church Women United

February 20:

Faith & Pop Culture
Dr. Lynn Neal from Wake Fores
Univ. will offer us a crash coursg
on the interplay between faith
and culture, focusing on a few
well-known cultural icons.
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad

February 27:

Sound Therapy
Our own Isa Dollyhigh will tell
us about her work in sound ther
apy.Menu: Baked Fish, Mashed
Potatoes, Salad

March 5:

Micro Loans
Rev. Angus MacGregor will pre-
sent information about People-
to-People, a program using mi-
cro loans to have a huge impact
in places of great need, using
small amounts of monejenu:
Covered Dish

March 12:

Faith & Violence
Dr. Daniel Malotky from
Greensboro College will speak
with us on the connections be-
tween Faith and Violence.
Menu: Lasagna, Salad, Rolls

March 20:

Maundy Thursday
Service of Tenebrae and com-
munion in preparation for Eastel
Sunday(No Wed. program.)
Menu: Covered Dish

March 27: Spring Break
No program this week.

April 2:

Special Musical Guest
Rebecca Shaeffer, a young
woman from Germany who will
be visiting UCC churches in this
area, will sing for us, accompa-
nying herself on the Celtic harp.
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad

April 9:

China: What We Need to Know Now
Join us for an engaging two-part
series led by our own Sterling
Whitener and Jamie Anderson,
both extremely knowledgeable
on the subjectMenu: Lasagna,
Salad, Rolls

April 16: China, Part Two
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad

April 23:

Healthy Communications
Rebecca Starnes from the Fami
Life Council will lead a program
on fostering good communica-
tions in relationshipdvienu:
Restaurant TBD

Coming up:
Touring Theatre Ensemble and
our Annual Talent Show

General Information

- Time - Supper: 6:00 pm
Program: 6:30-7:30 pm

- Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3

- Reservations are required and ar
due by noon on Tuesday.

- Make reservations by indicating
your interest on the Attendance
Pad in worship or by calling or e-
mailing the church office.

- There is no charge for Covered
Dish meals, but please make a
reservation.

y firmly believes that informed prayer

D

- Child care is always provided.

Saturday, March 1, 2008
St. James Presbhyterian Church
820 Ross Avenue, Greensboro

The program for this ecumenical
gathering which is open to all
denominations will focus on the
Church Women United’s national
program priority of strengthening
families, this time emphasizing the
human rights of children around the
world. Church Women United

leads to prayerful action.

This meeting will be on a
Saturday to enable women who
work to participate. The morning
will begin at 10:00 am with
registration and a time of
fellowship. At10:30, there will be a
period of Bible study based on
Mark 10:13-16 (the “Let the
children come” passage). This will
be followed at 11:00 am by the
program, “God’s Wisdom Honors
Children.”

Please contact Eileen Stirling,
852-0170, if you have questions or
need transportation.

Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Lauren
Brower, Megan Cannady, Evelyn
Chamberlain, Bob Crews (Cathy
Wheeler’s father), Fran Ditto,
Bernice Driver, Jessica Ellisor
(Teresa Earle’s niece), Doug
Evans (Charlotte Evans’
husband), Emily Field, Kaye
Gardiner (Midge Rasey’s
daughter), Beth Haunton (Lorie
Tyson'’s friend), Jay Kinney, The
Lamberts, Marie McLennan,
Millie Muskovin, Bill Simpson,
Natama Summers (Henrietta
Ingram'’s niece), Matthew
Wagoner (Margaret Wagoner’s
grandson), Cathy Wheeler,
Wilbur Parrott’s father
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Ju Nie & Gun Hmok’s New Baby
In April, there is to be an addition t¢ have a small apartment so they do
the Hmok family that our church is | not have much room. Please let me¢
sponsoring. A new baby girl is due!l know if you can help. Thanks for
There is a need for several items any assistance that can be given. ) ) + <9 998

and | am hoping some of our church —Libby Bowles, 275-1914
members can help. Their church has
promised to give them a car seat;
however, there is still the need for
the following items. /
Our next date to serve lunch at Hig
Ground is Tuesday, February 26th.
Food donations, especially side
dishes, are greatly welcomed. Vol-
unteers to help serve are also greatly
Hopefully, some of you may welcomed. Please have food at the
have gently used items that you will church by 11:00 am on that Tues-
no longer need or will be willing to | day.
give a donation for some necessary For more info contact Ish
items that Ju and Gun will need to | Whitfield (434-792-6707, 434-250- |
buy. As you are aware, they only | 4364, or dancinchefish@msn.com)| '

=

Baby bather, crib, high chair,
bouncer, sheets for the crib,
blanket for the crib, pillow
for the crib




