BI-WEEKLY ISSUE

MARCH 12, 2008

Journey to the Cross

Palm Sunday, March 16
Processional with the palms
Music from the Children’s Choir
A special presentation the Faurg
Requiem from the Chancel
Chair.

Maundy Thursday, March 20
Covered dish supper at 6:00 pm
Observance of the Last Supper
6:40, in the Fellowship Hall
Service of Tenebrae to follow at
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

Good Friday, March 21
The Sanctuary will be open from
noon until 4:00 pm.

The labyrinth will be set up in
the Fellowship Hall from 4:00
until 6:00 pm for all who wish to
come for a quiet, meditative
walk. Robin Dorko will be avail-
able as a guide for this prayerful
peaceful experience. Those wha
would simply like to come and
pray are also welcome.

Easter Sunday, March 23
Ham Breakfast for all from 9:00
until 9:45 am.
Bring flowers for the cross.
Service at 11:00 with timpani
and brass.
At the conclusion of worship, we
will process outside to place
flowers on the cross.
Bring cut flowers for the cross;
invite your friends, family and
neighbors!

“_;.f- i “What if con-
S ficts at home,
f‘_m-; HELEN  onilicts at
fi-’_f’PEfxEE i work, and con-
el flicts in the

world stem from
the same root cause?” Thus beging
an intriguing story which offers a
pragmatic and different approach tq
cultivating peace.
Those of us who studied this

amazing book last year expressed
the hope that we could offer such &

study again, but to a wider audienck.

And so, on three Thursdays, Marclh
27, April 3, and April 10, there will
be another study/ discussion/ dia-
logue centering on The Anatomy of
PeaceThe group will meet from
6:30 to 8:00 pm, and the size of theg
group will be limited, so please sigr
up soon if you are interested. This
will also be offered to others in the
community. Copies of the book can
be ordered at www.amazon.com;
participants are asked to read at

least Part | before the first meeting,
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Worship Schedule
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For detalils,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, Mar. 21
Publication: Wednesday, Mar. 26

News and events can be sent to
office@ congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. Itis up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

March 16, 2008

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Matt. 26:14-27:66 or Matt. 27:11-54
March 23, 2008

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10
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Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
« Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

« Women's Fellowship

¢ Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

« Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

» Habitat for Humanity
 Potter’s House

 Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

Holy Week: A Spiritual Journey

Palm Sunday.
Maundy Thursday.
Good Friday.
Easter Sunday.

A\ What do these
words evoke for
you? Something
that happened ages past, a quaint
tradition, cherished observances, 4
week filled with meaning and sa-
cred depth, an interruption in the
normal routine?

To be sure, the observances of

Holy Week constitute some of the
most profound, inspiring, musically
rich and spiritually meaningful tra-
dition to be found in Christianity. At
the same time, many have never
“connected” with this depth of
riches. And honestly, if we don't
keep making those connections,
exploring the intersections of cur-
rent life and those events of 2,000
years ago, we are participating in
little more than an historical re-en-
actment.

Sometimes it helps to discover
those connections by asking some
basic questions. With his processig
into Jerusalem, Jesus clearly and
openly challenged the political and
religious powers of his day. Does
our following of him place a burden
on us to challenge the “powers that
be” in our time? Later in that week
Jesus humbly served his disciples,
and came to know betrayal, at one
point feeling abandoned by his
friends. With whom are we called tq
serve? Have we ever experienced
such alienation? Jesus’ death was
the brutal, humiliating, state-sanc-
tioned punishment reserved for re-
bels, criminals, traitors. Where is
Jesus being crucified today? What
have we to say about these situa-
tions? And with Easter morning, we
are brought from the depths of de-
spair and loss to the unimaginable

D

joy of God’s great last word to

death and hatred. Is it truly possible
for us to participate in such radical
newness of life? In what ways do
our lives follow such a cycle of
suffering, death, and new life?
Questions to ponder and explore
throughout the week we call
“Holy.”

Holy Week is powerful stuff. It
can be a time of spiritual enrichment
and challenge, wrestling with large
issues, moving through the dark
night to the bright joy of dawn. It
can be deeply personal, provoca-
tively political, soundly theological,
asking us again and again: what ddg
we believe? And what difference
does it make? It may evoke many
things in each of us. But only if we
take part. So come, join the palm-
waving, listen to the ancient words,
let the music lift up your hearts,
break bread with friends, imagine
the settings, walk the path, help
transform the cross of pain to a
symbol of life.

Julie Peeples

Luther & Phyllis Abbott, Lauren
Brower, Evelyn Chamberlain,
Mike Connelly (Clif Karnes’
brother-in-law)Bob Crews
(Cathy Wheeler’s father), Fran
Ditto, Bernice Driver, Jessica
Ellisor (Teresa Earle’s niece),
Doug Evans (Charlotte Evans’
husband), Emily Field, Kaye
Gardiner (Midge Rasey'’s
daughter), Beth Haunton (Lorie
Tyson’s friend), Jay Kinney, The
Lamberts, Marie McLennan, Bill
Simpson, Natama Summers
(Henrietta Ingram’s niece),
Matthew Wagoner (Margaret
Wagoner’s grandson), Cathy
Wheeler, Wilbur Parrott’s father
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Planned Giving, Nursery, Summer Camp, Green Team

This past Sunday
in worship we
heard from the
Rev. Nelson
Murphy, who is
.o the Director of
‘ Education and
Marketing for
The United Church Foundation, the
organization in our denomination
that manages investments, includin
our church's endowment funds.
Nelson was here speaking with our
Stewardship Team about Planned
Giving, and he gave us a good in-
troduction to his group's work as
well as a few words describing the
overall benefit of planned giving.
Planned giving is a way to give
out of our accumulated wealth.
Nelson pointed out that many of us
to our pleasant surprise perhaps,
have (or will have) more money or
assets that exceed our needs or ey
expectations. He told us that our
wealth is a form of power that God
has given us and that we can use i
to further the efforts of this church.

The Stewardship Team is cre-
ating a Planned Giving program for
our church, one we hope to unveil
later this spring. We'll give you this
teaser: hold the third Sunday in
May, the 18th, for a special event!

Sunday during worship we als
dedicated our new Pew Bibles. Ovg
140 new Bibles were purchased,
embossed with our church name,

N a4
In case you haven't noticed, we haye

P Paul has compiled some pictures o
I the work trip to Biloxi and you can

and given book plates in memory o

f AWorkTrip.

or in honor of a variety of people
from our church. Thank you for
your wonderful generosity!

Finally, on Sunday we gave ou
Bibles to some of our young people
who have reached at least the third
grade. This will include at least
seven kids, who expressed their ap
preciation to this church.

—Paul Davis

a lot of children in church. What a
wonderful gift God has given us!

With such gifts come some respon:
sibilities, and we have a pressing
need for volunteers to help in the

nursery and with Children's Church.

Please, please, speak with Paul or
Stephanie Shoaf or Cathy Wheeler
if you would be willing to assist
with this growing program in our
church. We are very well organ-
ized, and you will have support and
other adults with you helping, and
the kids promise to be gentle. But
we need help! Please!

$ %

find them at this site: picasaweb.
google.com/pauldavis26/2008WNC

t

f

We have 2008 Johns River Valley
Camp brochures posted outside m)
office. You can also find them on
line, at www.jrvc.org. The church
has some scholarship funds avail-
able for summer camps. Please
speak with me if you or someone in
your family who a rising third
grader and up is interested in this
wonderful summer camp. Among
others, there is a Family Camp Jun
15-18, and a Grandparent/ Grand-
child Camp July 31-August 2.

& ! %

The Green Church Team met re-
cently. They will be purchasing
special recycle bins to help collect
several items: office paper (such as
bulletins), plastics (#1 and #2), and
cans (the usual items we can recyd
in the city), and a bin for spent bat-

teries and compact fluorescent light

bulbs (two items that should be
taken to the Household Waste Dis-|
posal Site on Patterson Avenue).
Periodically members of the team
will take the items to the proper
place to be recycled. The two Sun-
days following Easter, members of
the team will be recruiting people tq
be taken off the mailed newsletter
list and to join the electronic notifi-
cation newsletter list (ENNL?). The
next meeting of the Green Church
Team will be Thursday, April 10 at
7:00 pm. They have several projec
in the works and would welcome
your ideas and efforts. Come and
join them!

D
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New Directory, Supper Study, ArtBeat & More

*

$
CUCC has a lending closet for
medical equipment in good, safe,
clean condition. At the moment we
could use another good wheelchair;
if anyone has one either that was
borrowed from the church or that
they own, and no longer need it, we
can put it to good use! If you have
other equipment to donate, please
call the office and ask first if the
item is needed. If you or someone in
your family is in need, please chec
with us — we may well have what
you are looking for.

(+ :
Please remember to pick up your
copy of the new directory. And
many, many thanks to Becky
Fleischer, Judy Page, and all those
who helped make it a reality!

March 20: Maundy Thursday
(No Wednesday program.)
Service of Tenebrae and com-
munion in preparation for Eastel
Sunday. Covered dish Supper at
6:00 pm, Holy Communion at
6:40 in the Fellowship Hall,
Tenebrae at 7:00 in the
Sanctuary.

March 27: Spring Break
No program this week.

April 2: Special Musical Guest
Rebecca Shaeffer, a young
woman from Germany who will
be visiting UCC churches in this
area, will sing for us, accompa-
nying herself on the Celtic harp.
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad

April 9:

China: What We Need to Know Now
Join us for an engaging two-part
series led by our own Sterling
Whitener and Jamie Anderson,
both extremely knowledgeable
on the subject!

Menu: Lasagna, Salad, Rolls

April 16: China, Part Two
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie, Salad

April 23: Touring Theatre
Ensemble Presentation

Menu: Restaurant TBD

April 30:

Healthy Communications
Rebecca Starnes from the Fami
Life Council will lead a program
on fostering good communica-
tions in relationships.
Menu: To be determined

General Supper Study Info

- Time - Supper: 6:00 pm
Program: 6:30-7:30 pm

- Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3

- Reservations are required and ar
due by noon on Tuesday.

- Make reservations by indicating
your interest on the Attendance
Pad in worship or by calling or e-
mailing the church office.

- There is no charge for Covered
Dish meals, but please make a
reservation.

D

- Child care is always provided.

+
The Guilford County Chapter of
People of Faith Against the Death
Penalty will meet on March 17,
2008, at 7:00 pm here at CUCC.
The speaker will be District
Attorney, Doug Henderson.
People of Faith Against the
Death Penalty is an interfaith
membership organization whose
mission is to educate and mobilize
faith communities to act to abolish
the death penalty in the United
States.

greensboro

In conjunction with ArtBeat Greenst

boro, our church is going to devote

Sunday, May 4 to the arts. We will
y have a gospel choir in worship, we
will have a "Tent of Hope" (a
project that benefits relief efforts in
Darfur, which we will decorate
beginning that day), and a display ¢
art created by our members and
friends.

Are you a poet, a painter, a
weaver, a writer, a woodworker, a
sculptor, a photographer, a drawer
We would like to display your art
that day. The works need not be
religious, nor do they need to be
museum quality. We firmly believe
that the creative impulse both comé
from God and is nestled within eac
one of us, that this creative spirit is
active in our church, and is an idea
worthy of our attention as
Christians.

So bring your art, bring your
willingness to look at art, and join
us that day for the conversation!

of

LS
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CROP Walk Award, Higher Ground, Know Your Church

On Sunday, March 9, our church
received an award from the local
CROP Walk organizing committee,
for being the sixth largest church

dancinchefish@msn.com). Thanks
to everyone who has volunteered
and /or donated food in the past. W
could not do this withougou!

o

The Church has four Boards that
carry out much of the non-paid
work of the Church.

Stephanie
Shoafis the
chairperson of
the Board of

1

$ -
e

The Boards and Church Council
will have their next regular meet-
ings on Tuesday, March 25, be-
ginning at 6:45 pm with a time of
prayer. Board meetings begin at
7:00, Council at 8:15.

) !

contributor to the 2007 CROP Christian #
Walk. Harold Ashworth received Education for
the award, a certificate and a really the second
cool hat, from Ralph Wenger, also a year. This
member and the new chair of the board plans e
local CROP Walk Committee. So, directs and # 03
yea for Ralph and yea for us! advises the Church School program.
The board oversees the church
library. It also plans our annual %
retreat at Blowing Rock Conference $&
# Center, Vacation Bible School, the
The Fifth Sunday Koinonia Group | Mmission trips, and other non-Church (
is down to two members’ Melinda School activities. For the past
Matthews and Cynthia Brewer! We| Several years this board has 58 &)~
desperately need volunteers to join| SPonsored a used book sale. It alsq 4 +
our group for serving Coffee Hour advises the Minister of Christian
on the fifth Sundays. If interested, | Education. The chairperson is a
please contact Melinda (852-3319)] member of the Church Council.
or Cynth|a_ _(605-6981). Without , — T SR
some additional volunteers, we may i 1| 45 64277138 3439122
have to go without Coffee Hour on| Remember to check the CUCC & 38.122 08122
the fifth Sunday ... so please seri- | Connections Board for information| 4 632122 822122
ously consider volunteering to help| that might of interest to you. At this 55 666122 62122
out one Sunday per year. Thank | time, there are several different & s<< sel2
you! types of services posted, as well ag a Yo /3/1821222 gg;)l?,zzzlzz
time-share condo. You are welcomg = ¢ 8122 <<<
- & to post your own notices about - -0+78/138 -9+770122
CUCC will be serving lunch at items for sale, rent, or trade. Noticgs
Higher Ground on Tuesday, March| should be legible (may be typed or
25th. Food donations (especially handwritten), and should contain %3 % & &
side dishes) and volunteers are contact information. The Connec- = -32+0/719: -8:+9//1./
always welcome. For more in- tions Board is located in the east >5 -3/+./61:/ -/0+9:319.
formation contact Ish Whitfield wing, outside the Rowland class- 5 ?2@! A @-7+9:0168A -62+:86
(434-792-6707, 434-250-4364 or | room.
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The newsletter is available on-line.

If you like this option and
PROMISE YOU WILL READ IT,
we will stop mailing you the
newsletter and you can save us
some money and save the world
some paper. We will send you an
e-mail letting you know when the
newsletter is available along with
a link to take you to it directly.

To date, eight households have
requested to be removed.

Easter Is Early This Year!

Easter is always the first Sunday
after the first full moon after the
Spring Equinox (which is March
20). This dating of Easter is based
on the lunar calendar that Hebrew
people used to identify Passover,
which is why it moves around on
our Roman calendar.

Based on the above formula,

Easter can actually be one day eart

lier than it is this year (March 22).

This year is the earliest Easter
any of us will ever see the rest of
our lives! And only the most elderly
of our population have ever seen it
this early (95 years old or above).
And none of us have ever, or will
ever, see it a day earlier! Here are
the facts:

The next time Easter will be this

early (March 23) will be the year

2228 (220 years from now). The
last time it was this early was

1913 (so if you're 95 or older, you
are the only ones that were arour
for that!).

The next time it will be a day ear-
lier, March 22, will be in the year
2285 (277 years from now). The

last time it was on March 22 was
1818. So, no one alive today has
or will ever see it any earlier than
this year!
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