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Resources & Events for Everyone

In the past we have offered printed
Advent Devotionals, for adults, and
for families. This year we want to
offer you a couple web sites where
you can either download devotional
readings or actually subscribe to a
daily reading that will come to you
via e-mail. We will also print out a
few and have them on hand if you
want a printed copy (and if we run
out of copies we will quickly
produce more).

For families://i.ucc.org/Portals/0/
adventwreath.pdf.

For adults, subscribe to the UCC
devotional here: http://i.ucc.org/

FeedYourSpirit/Subscribe/tabid/101
/Default.aspx.

Each Sunday in Advent we will

||ght our Advent Candles using a set Julie and Paul will have their Open

of readings that will feature a child
from a different country, telling us 3
little of what life is like in their
country. The reading will include a
specific challenge the child faces
and what is being done to meet the
challenge. Behind each story is a
web site we can visit that gives
more information about what is
being done to help children like thig
one. It will be both a multi-cultural

experience as well as a chance to
learn more about groups that are
actively engaged in ministry with
ordinary families.

Tree Lighting:

Friday, Dec. 12th at 6:00 pm
Join us as we sing carols and have
cookies and hot chocolate on the
front porch, and light our outdoor
tree.

Special Choir Presentation:
Sunday, Dec. 14 during worship
The choir will present sacred
Christmas hymns and carols by
John Rultter.

Blue Christmas Service:
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 7:00 pm
See more about this on page 4.

Christmas Eve Services:
5:00 and 11:00 pm

The 5:00 pm service will include thg
children's choir; special music will
be presented at the 11:00 pm servi

Epiphany Celebration:

Sunday, January 4

We will have a special fellowship
time to talk about the gifts God has
given our church. Later that day,

House from 4-8 pm. (More about
this on page 4.)

Don't forget to bring non-perishabld
food for the fourteen families that
Santa’s Elves will be helping this
year! See more about this importari
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outreach effort on page 7.

Worship Schedule

General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like —
how to get to the church, what to
wear (which is pretty much anything
you'd like), nursery and Sunday
school hours, and more. For details,
check out our Visitor Page at our
website: www.congregationalucc.com/
about/visitors.php.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, December 5
Publication: Wednesday, Dec. 10

News and events can be sent to
office@congregationalucc.com.

Can't wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

November 23, 2008
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100

Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 30, 2008
Isaiah 64:1-9

Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
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The Walling Wall, Tzedekah, & You

With much trav-
eling coming up,
my mantra these

& & days is, “pack
;ﬁ',f light, pack light,
S pack light.” |
ﬂ “ﬁ’:& have two trips

the first one
being my family’s every-other-year
Thanksgiving reunion in Virginia
Beach (sort of a halfway point for
the New York gang and the
Charleston gang). | have not seen
two of my four brothers in two
years, so | am excited about all of
being together again.

The second trip is of course,
the interfaith trip to Israel, Decem-
ber 1-11. We will be going to the
Galilee region, Jerusalem, Bethle-
hem, and the Dead Sea. And yes,
am excited! It is a good group go-
ing, with opportunities to build
bridges across religious and racial
boundaries. | am also looking for-
ward to opportunities to meet with
Palestinian folk, to get a better
glimpse of what life is like for ordi-
nary people trying to live in such
challenging circumstances.

But while | am trying to pack
light, | want to invite all of you to
add to my luggage! While in Jeru-
salem, we will visit the Western
Wall, also known as the Wailing
Wall, a remaining portion of the
great Temple. Pilgrims, tourists, an
Israelis visit the wall, placing in the
many crevices small slips of paper
with prayer requests, hopes, and
expressions of gratitude. | invite all
who wish to write out (the prayer
request forms we use on Sundays
would work just fine) their own
brief prayer requests, hopes and e
pressions of gratitude, which I will
take with me and place in the wall.
In this way, we will be united in of-
fering our prayers to the one God @

S

d

all.

Secondly, | invite any who
wish, to participate in the custom
known as tzedekah in Judaism. It i$
the custom of offering small
donations, a few dollars, to places
we visit that are doing good things
for others. In particular, | plan to
offer tzedekah to any places |
encounter that are working for
peace, giving relief aid to
Palestinians and others who suffer
from the ongoing fighting. If you
would like for me to offer tzedekah
on your behalf, I'll be glad to do so.

These two ideas came from
Rabbi Eli Havivi, who is one of the
leaders of this trip, and he makes
these same offers to his congrega-
tion, Beth David, each time he trav;
els to Israel. If you would like for
me to take either or both on your
behalf, please get them to me by
November 23rd. Prayer requests can
be written out or e-mailed.

And while | am in Israel, Ad-
vent will begin to unfold here, our
new accompanist will join us, Bill
Smith and Paul Davis will keep
things moving along well. | am
grateful for the time away; while |
had misgivings about leaving during
Advent, | am also very thankful for
the chance to take part in this very
special trip. | promise to come back
with lots of stories, images, and an
eagerness to walk with you all
through the rest of Advent and
Christmas!

In the meantime, blessings to
you in this time of Thanksgiving!
This congregation will be on one of
the slips of paper I place in the wal
to give thanks to God, to ask God’s
continued blessing on us all.

Julie Peeples
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Share the Vision Update, Tents of Hope

We are off to a
fantastic start in
our Stewardship

= L campaign. Thus

_ ] far, we have 66

T~ pledges with a
‘ ‘ total amount

' pledged of

$175,884. This includes 9 new
pledges! For 2008 we had 105

pledges, so we have heard from jus

over half of you. Remember, your
pledge is confidential; only Pam
Aldridge will see it. You can turn
your pledge card in the offering
plate, or you can bring or mail it to
the office, marked Pam Aldridge.
Thank you for your generosity!

—Paul Davis

-

The gathering of the tents in
Washington, DC the first weekend
in November was an experience |
won’t soon forget. Donna Anthony,
the artist who drew our tent for us,
accompanied me on the journey,
and we were amazed by the beaut)

of all those tents set up together on
the mall. We were also amazed by
the feeling of hope and possibility
that permeated the air while we
were there.

We attended workshops on
specific details of the conflict in the
Sudan and learned many things that
we as a congregation and
community can do to more directly
address these issues. We learned
much about the logistics of the
refugee and internal displacement
camps that have sprung up around
the country, the specific challenges
of women and children (who make
up 80% of the population in the
camps), and what we can do here 1o
increase their chances of survival.
We had an opportunity to walk the
“Labyrinth of Empathy,” and
learned about the Non Violent
Communication movement.

Saturday, as the sun set, we
had a “lighting of the tents”
ceremony, where each tent was lit
with solar lights that will be shipped
to the camps with the tents. Sunday
morning we attended the closing
worship service that was held in the
historic synagogue at | and' 6
Streets in DC, and it was an
amazing experience. There were
Jewish, Muslim and Christian

prayers, speakers and songs. Before

the closing of the service we sang
Kumbaya and placed written
prayers for the people of Darfur in
rocks that were arranged on the
altar. The interfaith service closed

with the reading of Julie’s poem:
“Blessing of the Tents,” after which
we marched solemnly to the mall. |
will be talking more about what'’s
next and what we do from here, so
stay tuned. Our congregation
contributed an additional $350 to
the project.

If you're interested in seeing
photos from the weekend they will
soon be available for viewing from
our website. Thanks so much for al
your support and encouragement.

Barbara Rice

Lt # $%%

Sue Blanton (friend of Charlie &
Debra Hertlein), Lauren Brower,
Evelyn Chamberlain, Bob Crews
(Cathy Wheeler’s father), Mark
DeHaven, Fran Ditto, The
Dollyhigh Family, Jessica Ellisor
(Teresa Earle’s niece), Emily
Field, Kaye Gardiner (Midge
Rasey’s daughter), Alice Gilley
(mother of Marjorie Liles), The
Guerra Family, Beth Haunton
(Lorie Tyson’s friend), Barbara
Hollifield, The Lamberts, Hyatt
Ford Nolan, Virginia Stricklen,
Ruthann Wenger, H. O.
Williams, Rosa Williamson
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Christmas Post Office, Christmas Tea, Blue Christmas
The Jordan/Wisseman Class Post | mas service on Wednesday Decen- few tips, and we invite you to share
Office will be in operation on Sun- | ber 17 at 7:00 pm. The music will | your own:
days, December 7, 14 and 21. Bring be calm and inspiring, the words d Make use of donation/gift cards
cards that you would normally send kept to a minimum, the setting in honor of those you wish to
to local church members to the peaceful. Come join us, and if you give a giftto  Habitat for
“Post Office” in the back of the know of others who may also ap- Humanity, Greensboro Urban
Fellowship Hall. You can then de- | preciate this special service, invite Ministry, Mary’s House, and
posit the money that you would pay them to come along. others offer these.
for postage with any class member d Have each family member name
And, be sure to check with the “Post a favored charity, and donate to
Office” for cards that may be sent tp them in their honor.
you! ’ # d Make a promise to spend 10%
) - : less this year, and to spend 10%
Come and join us this year for an more of your time in ways that
Epiphany Open House! This will be feed your soul
on Sunday, January 4, from 4:00 ' )
until 8:00 pm. d Be a secret Santa for someone in
Due to the fact that Julie will need.
be away the first ten days of De- d Clear out your cupboards, coat1
cember, plus it is always such a closets, and give what you don't
busy time for all of you, we have need to church .efforts.. . _
decided to hold our open house the d Plan ahead: which activities WI||
first Sunday of January instead. make the season brighter, which
That way, we will be past the will only leave you and your
Christmas rush. family more exhausted or '
o Epiphany is traditionally ob- stressgd? ?ross those off the I.|s :
served as the time when the three | d Set aside time for prayer, meditg-
, _ _ Wise Men found their way to the tion, and worship. Write these
The Womep s Fellowship Christ- Bethlehem stable, and thus the gogd into your calendar.
mas Tea will be held on Sunday, | news of Christ's birth began to d Talk with friends and family
December 7, 2008 at 2:30 pm in the gpread far and wide. We invite you|  ahead of time about “regifting:”
Fellowship Hall. o to bring a finger food to share rathgr  instead of buying new items, give
We will dedicate the "Gifts of | 3 gold, frankincense, and myrrh only from what each of you al-
the Heart” for ChUrCh World ready haS, or purchase from a
Service and collect an offering for consignment store.
migrant workers. Come and bring 8 d If you do shop, visit places like
friend to enjoy fellowship, cookies, 10.000 ViIIage's or online sites
and Christmas carol singing! /10 that make donations to good
Are you interested in ways to create  causes with each purchase (the
a more spiritually focused, less Hunger Site is a good one).
consumer-driven Christmas season?q Do the environment a favor: skip)
& He(e are some good places to look the wrapping paper, reuse news
() *+ for |deas:. o papers, old ribbong, old Christ-
Need a break from the piped in d www.3|mplellvmg.org mas cards, magazines — there afe
Christmas music and the elbows off d Www.altgifts.org _ plenty of_ways to make packages
too many Shoppers frantica”y d BOOkS.:“Uanljlg the ChI‘IS'[maS IOOk feStlve.
hunting a bargain? Wondering if Machine,” “Simplify and d Want to lift someone’s spirits as
there's a way to recover some of the ~ Celebrate” well as your own? Visit a home-
quiet beauty of the season? Join us And the best resource of all? Other bound member. Ask them to
for our fourth annual Blue Christ- church members, friends. Here are{a share memories of Christmas.
Congregational News November 19, 2008 Page 4



Lay Readers Needed, Higher Ground, Potter's House

Our coordinators, Robin Dorko and
Charlie Hertlein, are searching for
additional individuals to enlarge ou
pool of lay readers. If you have an
interest in serving, but are a bit
hesitant, some assistance can be
provided to help you become fa-
miliar and comfortable with the
task. Please contact either Robin of
Charlie if you feel called to help.

# ) 34
Volunteers and food donations,
especially side dishes, are always
welcomed (the main course is
Chicken Sausage Gumbo). Food
donations should be at the church
11:00 am on Tuesday, or you may
take them directly to Higher Ground
at 210 East Bessemer Avenue. For
more info, contact Ish Whitfield at
434-250-4364, 434-792-6707, or
dancinchefish@msn.com.

The Board of Christian Service has
accepted the responsibility of serv-
ing the evening meal at Greensborp
Urban Ministry's Potter's House on
Thursday, Dec. 11, instead of our
usual Saturday lunch Nov. 29th.
This will involve buying, preparing,
serving, and cleaning up after the
meal, which will be served from
7:00 to 7:45 pm. Volunteers will
need to be there at 6:00 pm.

We need about twenty volun-
teers for this meal, so please let Bill
Smith know if you can help in any
way! Come and make the season a
little brighter for the homeless men

DYour members or friends intended to

#

It was wonderful to find so many
pledges in our basket on Steward-
ship Sunday. There are a few
pledges that | need assistance in
identifying. Our computer program
requires individuals’ names to proct
ess our pledge information, and if |
have names | can also help you
track progress on meeting your
pledge (through our giving state-
ments).

On November 9 there were tw
pledge cards unsigned (amounts
$35/month and $60/week). Also,
there were three unsigned House-
hold Income Worksheets in the bag-
ket which appeared to possibly be
pledges. They listed "current weekly
gifts” of $10, $20 and $50. If any off

sign these documents and could ng
tify me, that would be very helpful
as we plan to cover our budget for
20009. It is tradition at our church
that no one sees your pledge exce
the Financial Secretary.

Thank you so much,

Pam Aldridge, Fin’l. Sec'y.

tunsietwo@triad.rr.com

Home phone: 674-0910

5 )
Many of our members enjoy the
carefree option of giving their
pledges electronically. There is in-
formation about this form of giving
on our church website, along with
an authorization form you can
download to get started. Forms are
also available near the church offic
and fellowship hall. If you already
give electronically, pledge cards
will have a special section where
you can indicate any desired
changes in your giving, or pledge to
continue your current plan.

4]

pledge is always given on time and
saves check writing and remember|
ing weekly envelopes. The church
benefits by this regular kind of giv-
ing. If at any time you need to put g
"HOLD" status on your account,
that is done easily by contacting thg
church financial secretary.

Initiate this plan any time by
dropping your authorization form in
the church plate or mailing it to
CUCC to the attention of Pam
Aldridge.

U
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It Is Time We Talk . . .

Recently, Lori
Welch pre-
sented a two-
part series on
dealing with
end of life is-
sues. Lori, a
social worker
with hospice and one of our own
deacons, provided information that

produced much thought and convef-

sation. Although, this is often a
topic we do not want to think about
much less talk about, it involves
some of the most important deci-
sions you will ever make. Take
some time and think about the fol-
lowing questions.

Do you currently have Advanced

Care Directives?

This document is also often called
“living will.” If you have an
Advanced Care Directives or a
Living Will, are they accessible? It
is critical you know where they are
and how to retrieve them in case
you need them. Many people have
copies made and placed with their
adult children. Some have given a
copy to their pastor, since the past(
if often one of the first to be con-
tacted in an emergency.

Discuss your Advanced Care
Directives with your physician. It is
important you have confidence that
your physician will honor your
wishes. Give a copy of the docu-
ment to your physician to place in
your chart.

Everyone of a legal age shoulg
have Advanced Directives. Life can
be uncertain and we never know
when we could be in a situation
where others are in the position to
make critical decisions for us.

What about your Health Care
Power of Attorney?

This individual acts as your legal
Health Care Agent, in the event yo

A

U

are unable to speak on your own

pr such things may be uncomfortable,

behalf. This person needs to know
you well and can make difficult
decisions. Choose someone who ig
able to stand up for you so that all
of your wishes are followed.

How do | start the conversation

about my Advanced Care

Directives?

The best time to start this
conversation is now! Many people
wait until there is a crisis or life-
threatening event for these
discussions. Emotions run high
during such events, contributing to
misunderstandings as well as
conflict. Just as you may have
discussion about your financial
wishes or desires about personal
belongings, discuss your wishes
related to Advanced Care. Inform
those close to you that you have
such a document and what is in the
document.

Sometimes this conversation
may have to be attempted several
times before you feel that you have
been understood. We do not like to
think about those we love dying or
needing life support. Talking about

but the discomfort should not stop
the conversation.

A resource that was shared
with the class can very helpful in
guiding conversation. This booklet,
entitled,“Five Wishes,” assists you
and your family in walking through
these tough conversations. The
content includes:

- The person | want to make care
decisions for me when | cannot.

- The kind of medical treatment |
want to or do not want.

- How comfortable | want to be.
- How | want people to treat me.

- What | want my loved ones to
know.

The booklet is published by a grou

calledAging with Dignityand can

T

be ordered by calling 888-594-743]
or going to www.agingwithdignity.org.
If you do not have a Living

Will or Health Care Power of
Attorney and would like more
information, please contact Lori
Welch (601-4379). Lori can provide
the needed forms, discuss them wi
you and notarize them. If you do
have these documents, review ther
to see if they are relevant for you td
day. It is a good time, as well, to
check the location of your
documents and review their conten
with your healthcare providers.

Be Healthy,
Charlotte Evans RN, MN, CN

%

Irene Fenn
1775 Westchester Drive, Apt. 309
High Point, NC 27262
336/454-4546

g

6 O 7
Thanks to several members of the

Men's Prayer Breakfast who helped
with some maintenance chores thig

past Saturday. The gang included:
Mac Mackenzie, John Nance,
Randy Yardley, Sankey Moore-
Painter, Mike Dorko, and Paul
Davis. In the photo, Mac, Sankey,
and Mike work on a radiator in the
Sanctuary.
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Santa’s Elves Food Collection, Light Up A Life and More

Santa and the Elves need some he
They are in need of canned food tg
give to families. Santa is asking thg
all of us pitch in, especially families
with younger children. We have re-
ceived permission from Katherine
Rowe, gatherer of our canned
goods, to interrupt that effort for the
rest of November, and to ask every
one to bring to church some food
items to help Santa.

Santa suggests either buying 4
5 of the following items every time
you make a trip to the grocery store

or purchasing a second set of items

you buy for your home. Santa says
the following items would be most
appreciated: canned fruits and
vegetables, pasta, spaghetti sauce
boxed mac and cheese, scalloped
potatoes, etc. (easy box-type meal
or sides), fruit snacks or other item
that can be used for school snacks
canned tuna and chicken, cereal,
pop tarts, juices, canned soups, pe
nut butter, jelly, crackers, muffin or
brownie mixes.

Bring these items to church by
December 7th, and leave them in
the newly marked "Santa's Elves"
collection boxes. With Santa, we
can help make Christmas much
nicer for the 14 families and 43
children slated for help this year.

0 0
Hospice and Palliative Care of
Greensboro’'s (HPCG) 24th Annual
Light Up a Life campaign provides
a wonderful opportunity to remem-
ber a loved one or to recognize
friends, neighbors, co-workers,
teachers, and babysitters during th
holiday season.

Place a light on the HPCG Tre
of Remembrance by making a
contribution of $20 or more in
honor or in memory of a special
friend or loved one. Your tax-de-

Ip
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Huctible gift will help HPCG pro-
vide care and support for children
and adults in our community. Your
gift will be acknowledged and the
person or family you are remem-
bering with be notified. Online gifts
may be made to Light Up A Life
throughout December at
www.hospicegso.org.

&

For just as the body is one and has
many members, so it is with

Christ...The eye cannot say to the

hand, "I have no need of you," nor

again the head to the feet, "l have n

need of you." If one member suffers
all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice
together with it.(1 Corinthians

12:12,21,26)
This summer, three United Church

of Christ Conference Ministers travf

eled to the Middle East with Peter
Makari, Global Ministries Executive
for the Office of the Middle East
and Europe, where they learned

about the situation of Iraqi refugees.

This is an excerpt from Jim
Antal's trip report:

While the United States has
allowed only a few thousand Iraqi
refugees to settle in America, Syria
is now caring for more than 1.5
million Iragi refugees. One of the
spokespersons raised a haunting
guestion: "Why have the Christian

D

Churches of the world not united
with one voice to speak out on be-
half of Christian Iraqi refugees, es-
pecially when priests have been
killed and churches bombed?"

The Greek Orthodox Church in
Syria is one of the many churches
which have devoted all of their
available resources to educating
thousands of Iragi refugee children
The Patriarch of the church re-
minded us that "We need each oth
as incarnate brothers and sisters —
not as abstractions. Americans mu
know there are human beings in th
Middle East whose lives are at
stake." Moments later, we ascende
the steps of their church school. TH
classrooms were bursting with hun
dreds of Iraqgi children. As we en-
tered one of the classes, we heard
violin playing a familiar hymn, and
then the children began singing, in
perfect English, "Ode to Joy," with
new words that emphasized the
need for peace.

As Christians, our responsibil-
ity is to pressure our government's
leaders to engage the world's di-
verse faith traditions and political
leaders to maximize mutual under-
standing, affirm interdependency,
show a willingness to sacrifice on
behalf of justice for others, and al-
ways defer violence until we have
fully exhausted the possibilities
brought by imagination. And we
must teach our children the basics
dialog. Only in these ways will
peace prevalil.

Conference Ministers James
Antal (Massachusetts Conference)
John Deckenback (Central Atlantic
Conference) and Roddy Dunkersor
(Nebraska), travelled to the Middle
East with Peter Makari (Global
Ministries' Middle East and Europe
Executive) in July, 2008. The full
trip report is available online at
http://globalministries.org/news/me
e/ucc-conference-ministers.html.
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The newsletter is available on-
line. If you like this option and
PROMISE YOU WILL READ IT,
we will stop mailing you the
newsletter and you can save us
some money and save the world
some paper. We will send you
an e-mail letting you know when
the newsletter is available along
with a link to take you to it
directly.

To date, fifty-five households
have requested to be removed.

More CUCC Busihess

& ()8
Our annual Budget Hearing will be
held on Sunday, December 7, at
9:00 a.m. in the Floyd Fellowship
Hall. We will take a preliminary
look at the budget, and also vote o
board and council members for the
coming year. Light refreshments
will be served.

) 6
We are once again marking off seyv,
eral parking spaces on the wegte
of the church on Sunday mornings
(the parking lot is the east side),
designating them as handicapped
parking spaces. Please help us re-
serve these spaces for those who
need easier access into the buildin
Thanks!!

() & #
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15
16
17
18
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20
25
28
29
30

Harrison Simpson
Claire Anderson
James Aldridge
Ellen Essick

Betty Gibbs

Uldine Duckworth
Ella Heil

Arnold Humphrey
Norman Swanson
Susan Cromartie
Helen Reed
Richard Humphrey
Henrietta Ingram
Debra Hertlein
Elizabeth Mulberry




