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Worship Schedule 
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.  
 
Our Mission 
As people of Congregational United 
Church of Christ, we seek to witness 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting 
God's call to be a true community of 
love, compassion, and nurture.  
 
Visitors 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a warm, welcoming 
congregation that is always happy to 
receive visitors. To help you feel as 
comfortable and at-home as possible 
when you visit us, we've put together 
some information on what the 
Congregational experience is like — 
how to get to the church, what to 
wear (which is pretty much anything 
you'd like), nursery and Sunday 
school hours, and more. For details, 
check out our Visitor Page at our 
website: www.congregationalucc.com/ 
about/visitors.php. 
 
Our Next Newsletter 
Deadline:  Friday, Jan. 2 
Publication:  Wednesday, Jan. 7  

News and events can be sent to 
office@congregationalucc.com. 

Can’t wait for news? Check out the 
Congregational UCC web site at 
www.congregationalucc.com.  It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively, 
and available 24 hours. 
 
Lectionary Readings 

December 21, 2008 
II Sam. 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:47-55 or Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26  
Romans 16:25-27  
Luke 1:26-38  

December 28, 2008 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7  
Luke 2:22-40 
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Just a Few More Gifts Ideas... 
Give a friend, neighbor, or family 
member a very special gift: invite 
them to worship with us at Congre-
gational. Many people feel the need 
to come and worship at this time of 
year but don’t know where they 
might feel a sense of welcome. You 
can let them know about our Sunday 
morning and Christmas Eve ser-
vices, offer to bring them, reassure 
them that they will be welcomed. 

Give others at CUCC a much 
needed gift: if you know of any lo-
cal businesses that are currently 
hiring, share the news! We have 
bulletin boards, this newsletter, and 
e-news. We presently have several 
people looking for employment for 
entry level, skilled, unskilled, and 
professional work. 
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Have you ever had feet that were 
cold? Cold and wet? Too many 
people in our community know that 

miserable feeling too often. You 
can do something about it by 
bringing socks – any kind, any 
size – to put on our Christmas 
Sock Tree in the Fellowship Hall. 
These will be taken to Greensboro 
Urban Ministry in late December. 
Here is another way you can show 
your love and concern for those in 
need. 
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Christmas Eve Services:  
5:00 and 11:00 pm 
The 5:00 pm service will include 
the children's choir; special music 
will be presented at the 11:00 pm 
service. 

Epiphany Celebration:  
Sunday, January 4 
We will have a special fellowship 
time to talk about the gifts God has 
given our church. Later that day, 
Julie and Paul will have their Open 
House from 4-8 pm (see page 4.) 
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400 West Radiance Drive  
Greensboro, NC 27403 
Phone: 336-274-5378/274-0838 
Fax: 336-370-0297 
Web: www.congregationalucc.com 

Rev. Julie Peeples 
Senior Pastor 
julie@congregationalucc.com 

Rev. William C. Smith 
Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Paul Davis 
Minister for Christian Education 
paul@congregationalucc.com 

Mr. Jimmy Buchanan 
Choir Director 
jrbsoul@aol.com 

Ms. Edna Olayiwoya 
Director of Children's Music & 
Bella a Cappella 
olayiwe@gcsnc.com 

Mr. Bill Herndon 
Accompanist 
rrbill@triad.rr.com 

Ms. Charlotte Evans 
Congregational Nurse 
opendoornc@aol.com 
Drop-In Hours: 4th Sun. of the month, 
                        10:00-11:00 am 
Home Visits: Thursdays 

Ms. Regina Hayes 
Nursery Director 
regi.hay@gmail.com 

Ms. Judy Page 
Office Manager 
office@congregationalucc.com 
Office Hours:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday 

Ministries 
• Bible Study 
• Children & Adult Choir 
• Handbell Choir 
• Youth Programs 
• Women's Fellowship 
• Adult Fun Club 

Outreach Programs 
• Greensboro Urban Ministry 
• Mobile Meals 
• Habitat for Humanity 
• Potter’s House 
• Higher Ground 
• and many more . . . 

Congregational News is published by 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

As I look at my 
photos from Is-
rael the one that 
catches my eye in 
these last days of 
Advent is not the 
lovely Sea of 
Galilee, nor is it a 

scene from the Old City in Jerusa-
lem. It is the orangey-neon-lit Jeru-
salem cross on the front of a nonde-
script building in Bethlehem. It 
caught my eye as we left the town, 
heading back toward the checkpoint 
with its stern-looking guards, 
barbed wire, and graffiti. It was 
raining – our only day of rain – and 
we had left the Church of the Na-
tivity after dark. The town itself 
seemed drearier than when I first 
saw it ten years ago. Frankly, it all 
seemed depressing: the “O Little 
Town” revered by many was tat-
tered and torn. The supposed birth-
place of Jesus was crowded and 
dark and small, hemmed in by a 
large, empty, even darker sanctuary. 
People’s faces showed the strain of 
years of turmoil, violence, and un-
easy peace. 

In this country, we speak and 
sing so effortlessly of “the true 
meaning of Christmas,” and “peace 
on earth, goodwill to all.” But to be 
in a place that is starving for both, 
that lives with that unending hope in 
spite of the odds, brings the promise 
and its fulfillment into sharper re-
lief. Perhaps we have to really need 
Christmas to really get it. When our 
lives are full and safe and busy we 
don’t need much.  

But when we need something 
beyond the tangible: belonging, 
hope, justice, love, God – maybe 
then the filled-up inn of our lives 
makes a space where the long-
promised Light can break through 
the cracks and warm the winter 
chill. Maybe when we acknowledge 

the need we can finally know the 
promise is meant for us, too. 

So in these last days of waiting, 
pray for Bethlehem. Not the long-
ago one but the very real present 
one. Pray for peace with justice in 
the Middle East. In a quiet moment, 
whisper to the baby in the manger 
what it is you really need. And 
know that the real meaning, the true 
power, the Light of Christmas, 
comes from – and is given to – the 
neediest places. 

Thank you, friends, for allow-
ing me the time away. A most 
Blessed Christmas to you all. 

—Julie Peeples 
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A number of you gave money for 
me to take and give to good causes 
in Israel as we encountered them. 
The recipients of that $240 were the 
Aseela Women’s Cooperative, 
which provides economic opportu-
nities for Palestinian women, The 
Inter-religious Coordinating Coun-
cil of Israel, a donation for the 
upkeep of the Garden Tomb, Dar 
Anadwa, which is the Lutheran-run 
center in Bethlehem which aids 
Palestinian children, and a small 
amount given to an elderly woman 
in need, on the streets of Jerusalem. 
Thank you so much for your gener-
osity. I was honored to share it in 
Israel. 
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Light of Bethlehem 
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Book Group, Financial Matters 
The Book Group 
will not meet this 
month, but we 
want to give 
some attention to 
our book for 
January. We will 
read The Shack, 

by William Young. It is readily 
available in paperback, and has been 
widely read in our congregation. If 
you read it, I hope you will join us, 
on Sunday, January 18th, in the 
Parlor after worship. If you have not 
read it, we commend it; it is a quick 
read and thought provoking. 

—Paul Davis 
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Gifts to the Christmas Fund provide 
pensions and health premium sup-
plementation to low-income retirees 
and emergency assistance to fami-
lies of clergy and lay employees. 
Assistance will be provided to over 
1500 persons during 2009. 

Please be prepared to give gen-
erously to this important fund dur-
ing the Christmas Eve services. If 
you cannot attend one of these ser-
vices, envelopes are available just 
outside the church office throughout 
December. 
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Cathy Wheeler is putting together 
the new Nursery volunteer schedule, 
and there is room for a couple new 
volunteers. Be in touch with her if 
you are interested: wheelercc@ 
rockinghamcc.edu. And thanks! 
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There will be no Sunday School on 
December 28th and January 4th for 
children and the Smith Class. 
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Our boards and Church Council will 
meet on Tuesday, January 13th, 
rather than the usual fourth Tuesday 
of the month. All out-going and 
new members are asked to at-
tend!! We gather at 6:45 pm for 
prayer, the boards meet at 7:00, and 
the council at 8:15. 
 
��$���������������	
�
We are once again marking off sev-
eral parking spaces on the west side 
of the church on Sunday mornings 
(the parking lot is the east side), 
designating them as handicapped 
parking spaces. Please help us re-
serve these spaces for those who 
need easier access into the build-
ing. Thanks!! 
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Pledge cards for 2009 are still 
coming in. We have met 86.5% 
of our goal so far. We look for-
ward to hearing from you soon. 

Please remember that 2008 
contributions must be in by De-
cember 31 to be counted as a 
donation for the current year. 
End of year Giving Statements 
will be available in mid-January.  

Weekly offering envelopes 
for 2009 may be picked up in the 
Fellowship Hall. As we try to 
trim where we can, envelopes 
have been ordered only for those 
who have indicated that they 
desire them. Within the past 
year, quite a few people have 
indicated that because they enjoy 
online bill-pay, electronic 
transfer of funds, annual giving, 
etc., they do not use the weekly 
envelopes. Anyone who gives 
will continue to have an account 
number, and giving statements 
will be available for all. 

We have plenty of envelope 
boxes available, so if you find 
that you weren't assigned a box 
and would like one, please see 
Pam Aldridge. Children seem to 
enjoy using the pew envelopes, 
so special Children’s envelopes 
were not ordered this year. 
However, they are invited to 
request a regular box if desired. 

It is a great help to the Fi-
nancial Secretary when weekly 
Sunday morning offerings are 
placed in envelopes. 
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Pastors' Open House, Cantata, Prayers for Peace 
Come and join us this year for an 
Epiphany Open House! This will be 
on Sunday, January 4th, from 4:00 
until 8:00 pm. 

Due to the fact that Julie was 
away for the first ten days of De-
cember, plus that fact that it is 
always such a busy time for all of 
you, we have decided to hold our 
open house the first Sunday of 
January instead. That way, we will 
be past the Christmas rush. 

Epiphany is traditionally 
observed as the time when the three 
Wise Men found their way to the 
Bethlehem stable, and thus the good 
news of Christ's birth began to 
spread far and wide. We invite you 
to bring a finger food to share rather 
than gold, frankincense, and myrrh! 
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A Community Christmas Cantata 
“Joyful and Triumphant” A 
Worldwide Celebration, conducted 
by Teresa McNeil, will be presented 
Saturday, December 20, 7:00 pm at 
Monticello United Church of Christ. 
The presentation will feature 
International Singers of Page High 
School and several Northeast 
Guilford County Church Choirs. 
This cantata acknowledges that 
Christians around the world choose 
to celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ 
regardless the consequences and 
circumstances. Many international 
student families have fled their 
home countries such as Viet Nam, 
Burma and other parts of the world 
because of political and Christian 
faith oppression. Sponsoring this 
International Christmas Cantata are 
Fairgrove United Methodist Church 
and Monticello United Church of 
Christ.  

Monticello UCC is located at 
5001 N.C. Hwy. 150 East, one mile 
east of the U.S. 29/ N.C. 150 in-
terchange at the U.S. 29 Brown 
Summit exit. 

For more information visit 
their website: 
http://home.bellsouth.net/p/PWP-
MonticelloUCC. 
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December 31 at Noon until 
January 1 at Noon 

First Friends Meeting 
2100 West Friendly Avenue 

Greensboro 

The intention of the 24 Hours of 
Prayer for Peace is to be open and 
inviting to all people in search of 

peace, without prejudice to their 
particular path, and to provide a 
time and place where peace seekers 
may come together in prayer and 
worship. 

Come pray with us . . . our 
meetinghouse will be open for you 
to pray all through the 24 hours of 
Prayer for Peace. Although prayer 
according to the tradition of Friends 
is silent meditation, you are wel-
come to bring your own prayer tra-
dition. 

Come worship with us . . . we 
will have worship services during 
the 24 Hours of Prayer for Peace. 
Our worship services have scripture, 
music, a message and a time for 
prayer. Services will take place at 
noon and 11:30 pm on December 
31st and at 11:00 am on January 1st. 

For more information, call First 
Friends Meeting at 336-299-8869 
(9:00 am-1:00 pm, Monday-Friday). 
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Letter From Santa, Congratulations and More 
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From our local Santa's Elf: 

I want to thank all of you for 
the overwhelming generosity and 
outpouring of caring that came from 
this congregation. Every time it 
seemed like we had all the families 
that we could handle you continued 
to give more. We were constantly 
able to add more and more families. 
The final number was seventeen 
families with a total of fifty 
children. More than my elf has ever 
been able to help before. 

Each family received the 
Christmas goodie basket (fruit, 
coloring books, crayons, homemade 
cookies, candy canes, an angel 
ornament and other treats), twelve 
bags of groceries, which will help 
them even after the holidays have 
passed, and the gifts. While we 
never get to see the reaction of these 
families when they receive the 
items, we do get feedback from the 
people who drop off on our behalf. I 
would like to share with you a 
reaction from one of these families 
from our contact/delivery person 
who sent me the following email: 
When I knocked on the door, the 
mother came out and we went to 

unload the items. She just stood 
there amazed at all the things that 
were in the back of my SUV. Tears 
began to fill her eyes. She said, “I 
have been praying for help and then 
you called and said you were 
coming today and I knew my prayer 
had been answered. But I never 
dreamed that it would be so much. I 
can't believe it. Who would do all 
this for someone they don't even 
know?” “These are special 
people,” the contact replied. “No ... 
they are angels,” said the mother, 
barely getting the words out 
through the tears. “Please tell them 
thank you and let them know how 
very much this means to us.” 

So, in a way, we do get to see 
the reaction. But we all know that is 
not about the reaction, it's about the 
action itself. I hope that it warms 
your heart to know that as these 
families sit down at the table to a 
good meal, or take a treat from the 
Christmas basket or unwrap a smile 
on Christmas morning, that you 
helped to make it possible — that 
each of you has made a difference 
in someone's life. 

You have helped to keep the 
spirit of Christmas and Santa alive; 
the spirit of caring, giving, joy, and 
hope. A shining example of the 
good that still exists in mankind. So 
from me, and on behalf of all the 
families whose lives you have so 
deeply touched, to all you children 
who helped sort the groceries, the 
gift certificate elves, the Christmas 

goodie basket elves, the grocery 
elves, the elves who donated 
money, and the child elves — to all 
you angels on Earth — thank you!!! 

Merry Christmas! 
Santa 
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We congratulate Kimberly Simpson 
who graduated from the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro on 
December 18th with a Bachelor of 
Arts & Science Degree in Biology 
and a minor in Chemistry. 
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Sue Blanton (friend of Charlie 
& Debra Hertlein), Lauren 
Brower, Evelyn Chamberlain,  
Sunny Covington, Bob Crews 
(Cathy Wheeler’s father), Mark 
DeHaven, The Dollyhigh 
Family, Jessica Ellisor (Teresa 
Earle’s niece), Irene Fenn, 
Emily Franks-North, Kaye 
Gardiner (Midge Rasey’s 
daughter), Alice Gilley (mother 
of Marjorie Liles), The Guerra 
Family, Beth Haunton (Lorie 
Tyson’s friend), Barbara 
Hollifield, The Lamberts, The 
Family of Hyatt Ford Nolan, 
Virginia Stricklen, Ruthann 
Wenger, H. O. Williams 
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