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 Spirituality. Community.
Diversity. Justice. Peace.

 

Worship Schedule 
General Assembly: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.  
 
Our Mission 
As people of Congregational United 
Church of Christ, we seek to witness 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting 
God's call to be a true community of 
love, compassion, and nurture.  
 
Visitors 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a warm, welcoming 
congregation that is always happy to 
receive visitors. To help you feel as 
comfortable and at-home as possible 
when you visit us, we've put together 
some information on what the 
Congregational experience is like. For 
details, check out our Visitor Page at 
www.congregationalucc.com. 
 
CUCC is on Facebook! 
Check us out at the following site: 
www.tinyurl.com/CUCCFacebook. 
 
Our Next Newsletter 
Deadline:  Friday, March 26 
Publication:  Wednesday, March 31 

News and events can be sent to 
office@congregationalucc.com. 

Can’t wait for news? Check out the 
Congregational UCC web site at 
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively, 
and available 24 hours. 
 
Lectionary Readings 

March 21, 2010 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

March 28, 2010 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Ps. 31:9-16 or Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 19:28-40 or Luke 22:14-23:56 

Holy Week Services & Events 

The Journey to Easter 
Palm Sunday: March 28 

✠ Procession with palms 

Maundy Thursday: April 1 

✠ Covered dish supper, 6:00 pm 

✠ Holy Communion around the 
tables, 6:40 pm 

✠ Service of Tenebrae, Sanctuary, 
7:00 pm 

Good Friday: April 2 

The sanctuary will be open between 
noon and 3:00 pm for all who wish 
to come for quiet meditation 

Easter Sunday: April 4 

✠ Our famous Ham Breakfast!  
9:00 until 10:15 am. If you would 
like to assist with cooking or 
decorating, speak with Mike 
Dorko. 

✠ Remember to bring cut flowers 
for the cross! 

✠ Easter Egg Hunt at 12:30 pm 
for children from our church ― 
our special guests will be 
children from the Montagnard 
Grace Community Church. 

Plan now to be with us for these 
special worship services, and 
invite friends to join you! 

�  �  � 

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to honor or re-
member someone special at 
Easter, you are invited to contrib-
ute $5 towards the large, colorful 
floral arrangement that will be 
purchased to adorn the Sanctuary. 
All funds raised beyond the cost of 
the flowers will be placed in the 
Discretionary Fund, which provides 
emergency assistance to those in 
need. At the end of the Easter 
service, the flowers from the 
arrangement will used to sup-
plement those brought from home to 
be placed on the outside cross as a 
symbol of new life. 

To be part of this new Easter 
tradition, please submit your pay-
ment by Palm Sunday, March 28 
along with the form found in this 
issue or in our weekly bulletin. 

�  �  � 

Books for Easter 

Check the book cart in the Fellow-
ship Hall for numerous children’s 
books on Easter and a couple of 
Easter books for adults. All are 
available to be checked out! 
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• Potter’s House 
• Higher Ground 
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Those who fol-
low national 
pundits, Face-
book chatter and 
such are likely 
aware of the lat-
est from brother 
Glenn Beck. 

Among other things, he has appar-
ently, in a recent Fox News piece, 
called upon Christians to leave their 
churches if their churches talk about 
(and presumably do) social justice. 
Brother Glenn appears convinced 
these are code words for commu-
nism and Nazism. 

Now, Mr. Beck may be one of 
your heroes, or he may be just this 
side of Attila the Hun in your esti-
mation. We are nothing if not di-
verse in our opinions at CUCC. And 
my point here is not to add to the 
already saturated level of high-
pitched, fear-mongering shouting 
matches that pass as political dis-
course in our country these days — 
on both sides. Further, I certainly 
don’t feel the need to defend our 
congregation or my ministry, or the 
UCC, to any of the media celebri-
ties. 

Rather, I see this as an oppor-
tunity, as clergy are wont to do, to 
point out a few obvious things, and 
to invite you to ponder with me. 

First, I recall Jesus saying 
something about blessed are those 
who make peace. Come to think of 
it most of what Jesus said and did 
had to do with social (having to do 
with people, the common good) 
justice (equitableness, God’s vision 
of what is right for all). Does Mr. 
Beck want us to follow someone 
else? 

Second, looking at the rest of 
the Bible, passages about social 

justice number in the hundreds, par-
ticularly dealing with the poor and 
the outcast, the marginalized. Mr.  
Beck wants people to run from 
churches that speak of such justice. 
Obviously according to Glenn Beck 
we are to reject the Bible and the 
God of Judaism and Christianity. To 
whom should we go? 

Clearly, Mr. Beck’s intentions 
are to stir the pot, to create — what? 
Fear? Controversy? Higher ratings? 
Whatever his intention, there will 
undoubtedly be many who take his 
words as operating instructions. 
They will go back to their churches 
and create division, foment conflict, 
perhaps even split congregations or 
leave. Healthy debate and discus-
sion are good things. Urging people 
to leave their faith communities, 
planting the false notion that their 
church is secretly fostering some-
thing it is not, is about as far from 
Christian values, family values, 
American values, as one can get. 

So I want to make a humble 
little suggestion. Let’s keep reading, 
studying, and wrestling with the 
Bible. Let’s do what we can to fol-
low Jesus wherever he leads since 
he hasn’t led us wrong yet. Let’s not 
run for the hills. Let’s welcome oth-
ers who want to do social justice 
Jesus’ way. Mr. Beck can call us 
whatever he needs to call us to help 
him feel better. Whatever we do, 
let’s stay together, and remember 
one other line that shows up in the 
Bible over 700 times: “Be not 
afraid.” 

                      ― Julie Peeples 

�  �  � 
 

From the Pastor 

Just a Social Justice Church Seeking 
To Follow a Social Justice Savior 
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Education Notes 

The Census, Parents’ Time Out, Book Group & More 
It is said that vot-
ing is a basic civic 
responsibility, and 
it is true. But 
there is an even 
more basic civic 
responsibility, and 
that is to partici-

pate in the Census. The Census is 
fundamental. Every ten years, all of 
us are to be counted. Young and 
old, rich and poor, documented and 
undocumented, certified and bon-
afide. Basic governmental funding 
and representation derive from this 
count, as does basic research about 
who we are as a nation, a state, a 
county, and as a city. When the 
forms come in the mail, please fill 
them out carefully and return them. 
 —Paul Davis 

�  �  � 

Parents’ Time Out 

We would like to gather parents of 
our children this Sunday morning, 
March 21st, from 10:00 to 10:45 
am. We will meet in the parlor and 
will have newspapers and refresh-
ments. 

�  �  � 

Johns River Valley Camp 

Our church, with great pride, has 
sent campers to John's River Valley 
Camp. They offer a great experience 
for children grades 3-12. Plus, our 
church is able to offer Rachel 
Pleasants Memorial Scholarships to 
attend JRVC, so there is a good 
chance the cost will be free! Sum-
mer camp brochures are available 
outside Paul's office, or you can find 
more information at their web side, 
www.jrvc.org. 

Technologically Savvy? 

The church has a number of tasks 
where we could use some assis-
tance, from helping with FaceBook 
to editing sound files to taking pic-
tures to running the sound system. 
Be in touch with Paul. 

�  �  � 

Interested In A  

Summer Work Trip? 

Willing to work this hard (so hard 
you sleep every chance you get, like 
when waiting for work trip leaders 
to get their act together).  We will 
have a meeting on Sunday, March 
28th, twenty minutes after the bene-
diction, for people interested in a 
summer work trip to New Orleans.  
People age 14 to 94 are welcome!  
The dates for the trip are set for 
August 1-8. 

�  �  � 

Book Group 

Continuing our exploration of 
Mountains Beyond Mountains, we 
will meet in the parlor twenty min-
utes after the benediction on Sun-
day, March 21st. 

�  �  � 

More Library News 

We are making a new effort to make 
available some of the fine books in 

our Church Library. Two books we 
commend to you: The Last Week: A 
Day-by-Day Account of Jesus's Fi-
nal Week in Jerusalem, by Marcus 
Borg and John Dominic Crossan. 
Two outstanding New Testament 
scholars give an approachable 
reading on the gospel accounts of 
Holy Week, with a wealth of so-
ciological and historical analysis. 
Listen to the Wind: the Story of Dr. 
Greg & Three Cups of Tea, by Greg 
Mortenson and Susan Roth. This is 
children's picture book that de-
scribes Korphe, Pakistan from the 
children's perspective. Both books 
are available on our Library Cart in 
Fellowship Hall. 

�  �  � 

CUCC Business 

Volunteers 

March 21 

 Lay Reader: Cathy Wheeler 
 Nursery: Krista & Tina Kohlphenson 
 Coffee Hour: Nancy & Chip Prairie 
March 28 

 Lay Reader: Margery Veatch 
 Nursery: Anne Barton 
 Coffee Hour: Lynn Magyar 
Ushers 

B. & M. Mackenzie, S. Hall, K. Schleunes 

�  �  � 

Financial Reports 
Weekly Income 02/28/10 03/07/10 

Pledged Offering $4,625.31 $4,275.25 
Unpledged Offering 635.50 1,620.16 
Elves at Easter 45.00  --- 
Haiti Kits (shipping) 40.00  --- 
Haiti Relief  --- 107.44 
Use of Church  --- 1,010.00 
OGHS  --- 400.00 
Total $5,345.81 $7,412.85 
 

Budget Income/Expense Summary 

 3/1-14/10 YTD 
Income $11,803.41 $74,854.92 
Expense 8,961.58 64,614.82 
Surplus/(Deficit) $2,841.83 $10,240.10 
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More News & Notes 

Work Day, Elves at Easter, OGHS, Higher Ground 
There will be a Work Day this 
Saturday, March 20, from 9:00 to 
11:00 am. We have a variety of 
projects to work on. If you have 
some time, we would love to have 
your help. No prior experience 
necessary. Come to the West 
Radiance door. 

�  �  � 

Elves at Easter 

We are collecting non-perishable 
food items to distribute to the 
families through this Sunday, March 
21. You can drop off your donations 
in the box in the Narthex or in the 
box outside the Fellowship Hall. 
Suggested items to purchase are 
things like canned fruit and 
vegetables, soups, boxed dinners, 
macaroni and cheese, pizza mixes, 
canned tuna and chicken, peanut 
butter and jelly, cereal, pasta, spa-
ghetti sauce and Pop Tarts. 

You may also make monetary 
donations by writing a check to 
CUCC and marking "Elves at 
Easter” on the memo line.  

Reminder:  All donations must be 
turned in no later than March 21. 

�  �  � 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

When you make a gift to One Great 
Hour of Sharing, you actively par-
ticipate in tending God’s flock 
throughout the world. Your gift 
brings shelter, food, water, and 
medical supplies to disaster survi-
vors. You help refugees find safe 

shelter and begin to build new lives. 
You aid impoverished communities 
in securing dependable sources of 
food and clean water. And you help 
provide medical care and education 
that strengthen bodies and minds 
and create brighter futures. 

A collection for One Great 
Hour of Sharing was taken this past 
Sunday, but we will continue to 
collect for the next week or two so 
that anyone who may have missed 
that opportunity can still participate. 

�  �  � 

Music Education  

Scholarship Funds Available 

For Children & Youth 

If interested, pick up a Trexler Fund 
scholarship application at the church 
office (or call to have one mailed to 
you). The deadline for submittal is 
April 20th. 

�  �  � 

Higher Ground 

Our next date to serve lunch is 
Tuesday, March 23rd. Volunteers 
and food donations are always wel-
comed. Please have food at the 
church by 11:00 am on March 23rd 
or take it directly to Higher Ground. 
For more info, contact Ish Whitfield 
at 434-792-6707, 434-250-4364, or 
ishmaelwhitfield@msn.com. 

GLBT Shabbat 

Friday, March 26 at 8:00 pm 

Temple Emmanuel 
1129 Jefferson Road 

Special guest speaker will be Rick 
Glazier with a musical performance 
by the Triad Pride Men’s Chorus. 

Presently serving his fourth 
term in the N.C. General Assembly, 
Rick Glazier experienced discrimi-
nation growing up Jewish and has 
become a champion for marginal-
ized citizens of North Carolina. He 
was the primary sponsor and lead 
proponent of the School Violence 
Prevention Act, an anti-bullying bill 
that recently became the first law in 
our (or any southern) state to protect 
GLBT citizens. Rep. Glazier is of-
ten mentioned as an up and coming 
leader in NC government. 

All are welcomed for dessert 
and coffee hosted by GSAFE after 
the service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  �  � 

AIDS –  

Right Here, Right Now 

Annual HIV/AIDS Summit 

Saturday, April 10th 
11:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Bryan Junior Auditorium 
Guilford College 

Interested in the effect of HIV/ 
AIDS in your own community of 
Greensboro, North Carolina? Join 
others for HIV/ AIDS education and 
awareness through interactive work-
shops with local speakers. Lunch is 
included. 
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Worship Notes 

Memorial Services, Benefit Concert, Rehearsals & More 
The Memorial Service for Luther 
Abbott, who died on January 7, will 
be Saturday, March 20, at 3:00 pm 
in Unity Place at Piedmont Cross-
ing. Chaplain Sarah Snell and Julie 
Peeples will conduct the service and 
a reception will follow. All are 
welcome. Please remember Phyllis 
and the family in your prayers. 

The Memorial Service for Irma 
Hoff, who died on March 12, will 
be Sunday, March 21, at 4:00 pm 
here at CUCC. Visitation with the 
family will take place following the 
service. 

�  �  � 

Neo-Black Society Gospel 

Choir of UNCG Performance 

Sunday, March 21st at 6:30 pm 

CUCC Sanctuary 

This benefit concert is being spon-
sored by the Eastern Guilford Mid-
dle School (EGMS) Choral Pro-
gram. Admission is free — an of-
fering will be taken to help with 
their expenses.  

Our Music Director, Jimmy 
Buchanan, is the director of the 
EGMS Choral Program. 

�  �  � 

�  �  � 

Parents of Children’s Choir 

and Children’s Handbells 

Rehearsals have been moved to 
Monday afternoons from 5:30 to 
6:15 pm. This coming Monday, 
March 22nd, we invite parents to 
stay for a meeting in the Parlor. We 
would like to discuss parenting is-
sues and the possibility of meeting 
monthly for conversation and sup-
port. When rehearsal is finished, 
parents and children are invited to 
stay for supper. All you need to do 
is RSVP with Katherine Rowe, 
kjrowe@bellsouth.net. 

�  �  � 

Rehearsal Schedule Update: 

Adult Handbells  

The Adult Handbell Choir is now 
rehearsing from 7:00 to 8:00 pm on 
the first, second and third Tuesdays 
of the month, plus the fourth Mon-
day of the month. 

Rehearsal Schedule Update: 

Choir Sectionals  

Altos and sopranos will rehearse the 
first and third Wednesdays of the 
month at 6:30 pm, with the full 
choir meeting at 7:15. 

Tenors and basses will rehearse 
the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of each month at 6:30 pm, again 
followed by the full choir at 7:15. 

�  �  � 

Sermons-On-Line 

Efforts are underway to make an 
audio recording of the Sunday 
sermon available at our website. 
Stay tuned for more information! 

You can always request a CD 
copy of the entire worship service 
by contacting the office. 

�  �  � 

Keep in Your Prayers  

 
 
 
 
 

In order to protect the 

privacy of the individuals 

on our Prayer List, this 

information is not 

available in the online 

version of our newsletter. 

 

Music Director, Jimmy Buchanan, performing a 
solo on Sunday, March 14th. 
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Among Our Members 

Welcome To Our Newest Members! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, March 7th, we wel-
comed six new members to our con-
gregation: Susan Hayes, Barbara 
and Bill Musser, Jackie Strickland, 
Steve Wagner, and Elaine Weller. 

Welcome to all — we are so 
glad you are here! 

�  �  � 

Childcare Needed 

A couple in the church is in of need 
child care for two afternoons a week 
from approximately 2:30 to 5:30 
pm. It is a paid position. Pay rate to 
be discussed during interview.  

Please call 547-0049 for more 
information. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April Birthdays 
 2 Ann Steldt 
 4 Keith Taylor 
 4 Gayle Currie 
 5 Melinda Matthews 
 6 Beth Ashworth 
 6 Rhonda Davis 
 8 Camille Prairie 
 10 Jeremy Rains 
 12 Anne Kent 
 12 Bob Kingston 
 14 Yueh-Miao Anderson 
 16 Eleanor Lambert 
 16 Susan Lane 
 16 Elyse Topkins 
 18 Becky Taylor 
 20 Isabelle Powell 
 20 Billy Humphrey 
 20 Ralph Wenger 
 21 Aaron Rice 
 21 Karl Schleunes 
 23 Ruby Duncan 
 23 Mary Jo Pruett 
 24 Barbara Whitener 
 24 David Senkus 
 24 Tim Rains 
 29 Kenneth Sell 

Barbara & Bill Musser, Elaine Weller 

Susan Lane, Jackie Strickland, Steve Wagner 


