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Spring Supper Study!

We havegreatprograms lined up
for the Spring — so come join us 0
these Wednesday evenings:

April 28: Piedmont Land Conser-
vancy - Saving nature’s special
places in the Piedmont. Menu:
Lasagna.

May 5: District Court Judge Polly
Sizemore - The juvenile justice sys-
tem and helping teenagers caught
the cycle of drugs, alcohol, and
crime. Menu: Covered Dish.

May 12: Touring Theatre Ensem-

ble Performance - NC’s Star Span-
gled Girlsis a lively and engaging
presentation of the memories of
women veterans of WWI(Note:
This is not a children’s production,
though older children are welcome
Menu: Lasagna

N

May 19: Current Topics In Fam-

ily Law - Our own Bekki Perry
will share with us interesting new
developments in family law, in-
cluding issues around same sex
couples, unmarried couples, and
blended families. Come join the
discussion! Menu: Covered Dish.

General Supper Study Info
- Supper at 6:00 pm; Program
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm

- Cost - Adults: $5, Children: $3
(No charge for Covered Dish,
but please make a reservation.)
Make reservations by marking
the Attendance Pad in worship
or by calling or e-mailing the
church office by noon on
Tuesday.

- Child care is always provided.

Easter Morning Memorles
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Worship Schedule

General Assembly: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Refreshments: 12:00 p.m.

Our Mission

As people of Congregational United
Church of Christ, we seek to witness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, accepting
God's call to be a true community of
love, compassion, and nurture.

Visitors

Congregational United Church of
Christ is a warm, welcoming
congregation that is always happy to
receive visitors. To help you feel as
comfortable and at-home as possible
when you visit us, we've put together
some information on what the
Congregational experience is like. For
details, check out our Visitor Page at
www.congregationalucc.com.

CUCC is on Facebook!
Check us out at the following site:
www.tinyurl.com/CUCCFacebook.

Our Next Newsletter
Deadline: Friday, April 23
Publication: Wednesday, April 28

News and events can be sent to
office@congregationalucc.com.

Can’t wait for news? Check out the
Congregational UCC web site at
www.congregationalucc.com. It is up-
to-date, relevant, interesting, lively,
and available 24 hours.

Lectionary Readings

April 18, 2010
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

April 25, 2010
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
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Rev. Julie Peeples
Senior Pastor
julie@congregationalucc.com

Rev. William C. Smith
Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Paul Davis
Minister for Christian Education
paul@congregationalucc.com

Mr. Jimmy Buchanan
Choir Director
jrbsoul@aol.com

Ms. Edna Olayiwola

Director of Children's Music &
Bella a Cappella
olayiwe@gcsnc.com

Mr. Bill Herndon
Organist
rrbill@triad.rr.com

Ms. Charlotte Evans

Congregational Nurse

opendoornc@aol.com

Drop-In Hours: 4" sun. of the month,
10:00-11:00 am

Home Visits: Thursdays

Ms. Evelyn Blane
Nursery Director
evelyn.blane@gmail.com

Ms. Judy Page

Office Manager
office@congregationalucc.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm
Monday thru Wednesday & Friday

Ministries

* Bible Study

¢ Children & Adult Choir
« Handbell Choir

* Youth Programs

*« Women's Fellowship

¢ Adult Fun Club

Outreach Programs

* Greensboro Urban Ministry
* Mobile Meals

« Habitat for Humanity

« Potter’'s House

« Higher Ground

e and many more . . .

Congregational News is published by
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Greensboro, North Carolina

The Challenge to Live Easter

The banners
hanging in our
sanctuary display
various colorful
symbols of
Easter. Some are
familiar, like the
butterfly; others
less so. Did you know that the pea
cock is an ancient symbol of resur-
rection? How about the phoenix —
do you know what that represents?
All of these centuries-old im-
ages point to the same truth, that li
rises again from the ashes, from th
tomb. The peacock loses its feathe
only to discover its rebirth as an
even more glorious creature. As we
sing in the much-loved hymn, “in
our end is our beginning, in our
time, infinity . . .”
As Christians, we hold the re-
alities of suffering and death right
alongside the promise of new life,

“something God alone can see.” It is

a challenge to live fully into Easter;
it is not for the faint of heart or for

those who want the easy path or the

short cut, as the first disciples
quickly learned. Arnie Johnson,
whose unexpected death last week
we are all still mourning, would be
encouraging us to do just that: to
live fully into Easter, to live as
Easter people. He would be chal-
lenging us in his gentle and humor-
ous way, asking whether we believ
all these grand words that we pro-
claim and sing.

And in the many ways that we
continue to love one another as
Christ has bid us to, in the many
simple acts of caring, in the quiet
seeking of justice and walking
humbly with the One who calls our
name in the garden, we are living
Easter. So thank you to the wonde
ful men of the Friday morning
prayer breakfast who cooked an
amazing ham breakfast on Easter
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morning, to all who decorated, hid

e blessed.
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Easter eggs, who surrounded us
with beautiful flowers, sang and
played instruments, hung banners
to all, thank you, thank you. To all
who provided a wonderful meal ang
reception for the Johnson family, tg
all who continue to reach out to of-
fer a word of comfort and support t
one another and to me, you have n
heartfelt gratitude. To everyone wh
fills me with amazement for the
ways you find to live your faith in
this world, may this season find yol
Julie Peeples

We owe our thanks to Bill Herndon
who in his life away from our organ
is a Facilities Manager for the Post
Office Bulk Mail Facility. For the
past couple weeks he has spent
some of his off-hours here, install-
ing controls for the A/C system,
changing out older mechanical de-
vices (some no longer working)
with up to date digital controls.
Now, the system is more automate

and provides less cooling for milder

days, and should reduce our electr
cal consumption.

In order to protect the
privacy of the individuals
on our Prayer List, this
information is not
available in the online

version of our newsletter.
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Book Group, Higher Ground, Sermons On-Line & More

In my sermon
Sunday | sug-
gested that our
human need for
certainty would
lead us to such
absolutes as
1+1=2. Then, as
an aside, | mentioned a series on
mathematics from The New York
Times. The following link will take
you to the latest post in the series,
this one on calculus. The author is
professor of Applied Mathematics
from Cornell, Steven Strogatz, who
has won several awards for commu
nications and teaching. This is gred
reading, even if you don't like math
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.
com/2010/04/11/change-we-can-
believe-in/?hp.
—~Paul Davis
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Our Book Group will meet on Sun-
day, April 25. This is théourth
Sunday a change in our usual
schedule. Our bool& New King of
Christianity: Ten Questions That
are Transforming the Faiths
written by Brian McLaren. The
church has several copies of the
book (if you borrowed one, please
read quickly so others can read it &
well), and it is available from Ama-
zon. We will meet in the Parlor
twenty minutes after the benedic-
tion. Bring your lunch and join us.
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There are forms outside Paul's of-
fice to sign up for Trexler Scholar-
ships, Johns River Valley Camp,
and our church Work Trip. The

sistance for High School youth to
attend Anytown, a great one-week
summer camp sponsored by the Ng
tional Conference for Community
and Justice of the Piedmont. You
can find more info about Anytown
at www.nccijtriad.org.
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Our next date to serve lunch is
Tuesday, April 27th. Food dona-
tions (especially, side dishes) and
volunteers are welcome. Please
have food donations at the church
by 11: 00 am on Tuesday, the 27th
or bring them directly to Higher
Ground (210 East Bessemer Ave.)
For more information, contact Ish
Whitfield.

Thank you to all who volun-
teered and/or donated food in
March: Robin Dorko, Clif Karnes,
Gayle Currie, Barbara & Sterling
Whitener, Milton Shaw, Lee
Ellenwood and Virginia Wood.
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Now you can listen to our sermons
on-line at the following linkwww.
congregationalucc.com/sermons/.
For now you can listen "live" from

church also provides financial as-

will have podcasts of the sermons &
well. Thanks to our web guru, Clif
h- Karnes, for making this available.
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Giving Statements for the first
guarter are now available in the
Fellowship Hall. In order to save
postage, it will be helpful if mem-
bers and friends will pick up state-
ments from the church (statements
will be mailed only if requested).
Thank you for your support of our
church's programs and missions.
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Warning: Avoiding Phony Census Schemes

Government offi-
cials are warning
consumers to be
wary of marketers
and scam artists
who would use
this year's Census
as a cover for their efforts. Membe
of the N.C. Senior Consumer Fraug
Task Force already have expresse
concerns that companies and
political groups are using the word
“Census” in their mailings and
pitches in order to generate do-
nations, purchases or interest in
their causes. Others in the Task
Force have warned of possible at-
tempts to commit identity theft or tg
gain entry into seniors’ homes for
purposes of distraction theft.
Please share the following in-
formation with your friends and
family. Knowledge is our best pro-
tection against identity theft and
consumer fraud.
Stay Healthy AND Safe!
—Charlotte

Learn How to Avoid
Census Scams
Starting in March, the U.S. Census
Bureau began reaching out to ever
household in the U.S. to gather in-
formation for the2010 CensusThe
Census Bureau will contact U.S.
citizens by mail, phone and in per-
son to gather information.
Unfortunately, scam artists
may pretend to be with the Census
to try to steal your financial infor-
mation. The Attorney General re-
cently issued the following tips for
recognizing official census takers
and avoiding phony census
schemes. To protect yourself from,
here are some important things to
know:

- Legitimate Census workers will
NEVER ask you for your Social
Security Number, credit card

number or bank account informas-
tion.

- Census employees cannot ask yc¢
for money, or tell you that you
owe the government money (eve
if you do).

- Information for the Census will
not be collected through email or
on the Internet. Report bogus
Census emails or websites to
itso.fraud.reporting@census.gov

- Any census worker who comes t¢
your door will have a badge, a
handheld device or computer, an
an official Census Bureau canvag
bag. You should always ask to se
the badge if it isn’t already visi-
ble.

If you think you've been the

victim of a scam related to the Cent

sus, please call Attorney General
Roy Cooper’'sConsumer Protection
Division for assistance at 1-877-5-
NO-SCAM. For more information
on how to protect yourself from
scams, visit their website at
www.ncdoj.gov

The federal government has ist

sued a similar warning. It can be

y found atwww.ftc.gov/opa/2010/04/

census-scam.shtm.

Source: N.C. Senior Consumer
Fraud Task Force

Saturday, May 1, at 10:00 am

Shiloh Baptist Church
1210 South Eugene Street
Greensboro, NC

“Living the Vision” is the theme of
this final meeting of the program
year and will focus on how women
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working together can transform
their communities. Dr. Diane
Givens Moffitt, pastor of St. James
Presbyterian Church, will lead the
morning’s Bible study on Nehemiali
Chapters 1-7.

The May Friendship Day cele-
bration always includes the dedica
tion of the Fellowship of the Least
Coin offering. This fellowship is a
world-wide partnership of women
who commit themselves to spendin
individual time throughout the year
in prayer for reconciliation, justice,
and peace in their families, their
communities, their nation, and the
world. For each prayer, a least coir
is set aside as a token of their par-
ticipation. The monies collected areg
distributed to women’s and chil-
dren’s health and literacy projects
on all continents. This Fellowship
was begun more than fifty years ag
with the purpose of demonstrating
the ecumenical quality of every
participant without regard to nation
ality, denomination, race, culture,
education or economic status.
Prayer can transcend borders and
create solidarity.

The Ecumenical Action Com-
mittee requests that we bring friend
ship cards which will be distributed
to Mobile Meals recipients.

Come! Join us for a morning o
fellowship with members of other
Greensboro churches. There will bg
a lunch after the program. Please
call Eileen Stirling, 852-0170, abou
the cost of a reservation and about
sharing transportation.
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Appreciation for Global Support, Quadrennial Assembly

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your
donation of Hygiene Kits to Church
World Service. Because of your
support, our programs in emergend

response are able to quickly respondthe prayers of the people of the

to disaster, whether overseas or hg
at home.

Since the earthquake in Haiti,
CWS has provided more than
31,000 Hygiene Kits, some 5,400
Baby Care Kits, and more than
4,000 blankets. For medical suppo
CWS has provided 60 boxes of
medical supplies from IMA World
Health. Each box contains enough
medicine and supplies to treat the
routine illnesses of approximately
1,000 adults and children for ap-
proximately two months when
placed in a rural clinic.

Pease call our hotline at 800-
297-1516, ext. 111, for an update @
our most recent work. It is also
available atvww.churchworldserve.
org/hotline/index.htmIFor more
information about the CWS Kit

Program, you can reach your neargst,

CWS regional office at 888-297-
2767.

Together, we help people re-
build a life of hope. Your donation
of CWS Kits helps meet needs in
the wake of catastrophe and con-
veys the consoling message that
they are not alone in their struggle
to recover. Kits are a gift of hope in
a time of need. Thank you.

With deepest gratitude,
Rev. John L. McCullough
Exec. Director and CEO

1
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Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous

Church of Christ Haiti Earthquake
Relief Fund.

The January 12 earthquake is

no longer the lead news story. Yet

y Haiti remains on the hearts and in

reUCC. The situation remains chal-
lenging with the Government of
Haiti reporting a death toll at
300,000; an estimated 1.2 million
homeless and long term rebuilding
costs in excess of $11 billion.

We are grateful for partner-
ships which allow the United
Church of Christ to be present and
accompany our Haitian sisters and
brothers. Through Global Ministrieg
partners, CONASPEH and House (¢

t,

in Port-Au-Prince and beyond.
Through ecumenical partnerships
Nwith Social Services of Dominican
Churches, Church World Service
(CWS), the ACT Alliance and IMA
World Health, 2,000 Haitian fami-
lies in a border settlement near the
FSDominican border have received
food, shelter and health resources.

Our partnership with CWS has|
also provided immense assistance
vulnerable children and people with
disabilities, as we have coordinated
efforts with Service Chretien d’Hait
and the Ecumenical Foundation for
Peace and Justice and House of
Hope.

In support of earthquake survi-
vors who are living with HIV/AIDS
or at risk of infection, we are sup-
porting a coalition of US and Hai-
tian AIDS groups to provide access
to care and essential supplies.

With Agricultural Missions and
the FONDAMA farmers coopera-
tive, we are supporting the provisio
of 100 tons of seeds, basic tools ar
training for 3,000 to 5,000 survivors
of the earthquake who fled to rural
communities.

pf
Hope, we have been able to respond
to emergency needs of communitigs

Thank you for sharing your re-
sources and helping to change live
Grace and Peace,
Susan M. Sanders
OGHS Admin., UCC

192}

21 3/

, )
1 5#
The United Church of Christ and th
Disciples of Christ are partners in
Global Ministries and work closely
in other areas as well. The Disciple
Women will be holding their na-
tional gathering, the Quadrennial
Assembly, in Greensboro June 23-
27 at the Koury Convention Center
For information about the event an
to register for any of the programs,
go towww.quadrennial.org.

In addition, there will be a pre-
event gathering of 15-20 interna-
(Otional women, and Rev. Peeples hd

been working with Rev. Lee Hull
Moses from First Christian to plan
their visit. Volunteers are needed tq
help June 21-23 during their visit. I
you would like to help in any of the
following ways, please let Julie
know:

Help with a Monday evening

cookout at First Christian

Host several women for a supper

in your home Tuesday evening

provide some breakfast food one

morning

This will be a wonderful op-
N portunity to welcome women from
dall over the world, and to work in
partnership with our friends from
First Christian and other Disciples
churches in Greensboro!
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gift of $5,236.75 to the United
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Among Our Members
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With spring comes the season of
graduations. The church will honor

3) !
The family of Irma Hoff would like
to thank Minister Julie and all the

our graduates on either Sunday, Maychurch members for the prayers,

30 or June 6. Please let the office
know if you have a family member
who is graduating and which
Sunday would work best for you.
For all graduates, please provide th
office with their name, degree/
honors earned and future plans.

care and concern showed toward o
mom before and after her passing.
The tender message Minister Julie
delivered surely made Irma smile

€ down from Heaven. The story

shared by Barbara of her and Irma’
friendship was especially touching.
We also want to thank Irma’s Circle
for the wonderful reception after the
Memorial Service.

Although we were not ready fol
her to go, we know she is in Heave
united with our father, Clayton, and
the Lord. Once again, please accep
our sincere thanks.

—Jeff and Wanda Hoff
and all the Hoff Family

"2}

—

May Birthdays

5/3
5/4
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/6
5/7
5/7
5/8
5/11
5/12
5/16
5/16
5/16
5/24
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/31

Margaret Byrd
Becky Fleischer
Joann Taylor
Cynthia Brewer
Martha Nance
Mike Dorko

Jim F. Brewer
Marjorie Johnson
Tina Kohlphenson
Mickey Henderson
Ryan Troutman
Taryn Kohlphenson
Lena Mae Caveness
Rick Barton
Marilouise Tugan
Winnie Smith
Wilbur Parrott Il
Dot Ballinger
Heather Langston




